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“THEODORE CYPHON.

e

CHAP. 1.

- Again the bark approachgs_lahd, .
Again it nears the fhore; -
But.dafh’d upon & faithlefs ftrand,_
It finks, to rife no more. o

/

HE various modes of lec and habxts of

s

men Hanfon had thneffed in his circumam. -

‘ bulation,” took from him every appearance of - '

conftraint, and he fubfcribed without difficulty

* tothe ways of Shechem He was aman of the

earth, one who regarded the various follies of

his fpecaes 3s trifles; he conﬁdefed the Jew, '

the Chriftian, and the Inﬁdel as ﬁandmg on
a level, - .

n v .ot T
~His travels had givenl him 2 tafte for the .

fombrous fhade of feature, and from the time
- Voo III. . B | he
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2 THEODORE CYPHON.

he firft faw Eve, he fancied the poffefled the
charms of Afiatic beauty, with the more per-
mahgnt quality of duration. Her religion

was no conlideration. He would not hive-

fcrupled becoming a difciple of Mofes, to the
tradu&ion of that form of faith in which he
~ had been feduloufly inftruéted.

Yet before he gave way to the paflion which
had touched him, duty led him to enquire out
his relations, and inftitute a fcrutiny after the
loft Eliza. In this point all his endeavours
were cxerted without fruition, with fo much
care had fhe -eluded thofe, whofe fight would
have wounded her to the heart, that love.
friendfhip, and fraternity fought in vain.

His company, by fupplying the abfence of

Theodore, was pleafing to Shechem, who
loved to liften to his Eaftern defcriptions, and
retraced thofe places where much of his youth
. had been fpent. Hanfon in turn .made no
{cruple in acceptmg a chamber in the houfe of

the

1
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THEODORE CYPHON: s
the Jew, as it furnifhed iinumerable oppor-
tunities of performing thofe little attentions’
that win. the heart of the fair:™ for love, like
many other paﬂions, is thq child of fociety.-

' Edward who folong had balanced between -
love amd prejudlce, and had, under what he’
fancied difinterefled Friend/bip, promoted the
interefts of the younger Mifs Hanfons ; now,
when her brother was returned a Nabob in”
wealth, though' not in chara@er, began to fear
“fome other, lefs fcrupulous about the world’s*
opinion than himfelf, would carry from hlm‘
awoman he might in vain endeavour to equal.
‘He therefore overcame the pride of blood, and
her brother beftowing on her a competent fet-"
tlement, Sophia was married to another branch
of the Imperial Cyphons.
It was not poflible that Eve, who had ex--
perienced the tender paffion, could miftake
its auation in Hanfon ; but the did not yet
find herfelf difpofed to encourage him, though -
- B2 his
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his virtues and generofity commanded hex-
efteem. . : o
: ‘ ,
The fate of Theodore yet hung in fufpence.
‘The man who had faved her honour, and f)er-
haps her life, who had firft impreffed on her
_heart the univerfal impulfion of nature and-
refined fenfatign, was undet circumftances of
fearful doubt ; and whilft her heartwasweaned
from- him, in the convicion of the impoffi-
bility of attainment, it could not readily adopt.
apether in his place, whofe qualities, though ;

great, were not parallel. - C

- A lawyer of note -had been fent to Squire :
Cyphon, with a.mandate. of threatened pro- -
fecution on; the part ‘of d bro{her,. umlefs he
‘ produced Eliza; but the ty’raht‘,_’conﬁdemj in
his meafures, declared he could bring wit-
nefles of the death of that brother, and that
‘thetefore he who now affumed the name mufk-
-be an impofture. He was, however, far from
" being eafy in his own mind, though he(co’l,ld,

.. o ' : not
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iot poffibly account for fucha retura, and
fought, in augmented precaution, to obviate
the unknown danger jealoufy poumaycd as
hanging over him.

It s not eafy to imagine a ftate more mifer- -
able than his. Under every dark fuggeftion.
of an evil mind, and the knowledge of re-
-~ peated crimes, the phantom of power:and
Yonour he had purfued, ever eluded his gralp ;
he found that mankind would not tamely en-
dure oppreflion, he knew himfelf the obje& of
inveterate hatred, and had the confolation ever
before ‘him, that no eye would weep at his
death, and that thofe who beheld him, though
menials in his fervice, would gladly have at-
tended him to the grave. The eftate of his
brother, the occafion of all his domeftic domi-~
nation, and the obje& of every hour’s concern,
he faw thrown into Chancery by another
claimant, and the grey hairs which reminded
him of mortality, informed him alfo, that in
that Court he fhould never fee the iffue. He

B3 feemed
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feemed to ftand blafted among mankind, and

- found the want of that fon to fmooth his de-

clining  days, whom he had doomed to fuffer

. the moft excruciating diftreffes the feelings of i
man can endure. The high reward he now _

“held out, was not fo much to avenge hig bro-
ther’s death; as to prevent the odium of pub-
lic juftices And his defign was, if he could
not prevail on Theodore, to bow to his will,
under a ftatute of madnefs to fhut him up for -
life. e

~ His conftitution was fretted at his continuat

difappointments, and three of the moft a&tive
thief-takers," like well trained blood hounds, ~

ranged through the nation in his pay. The

barefoot cottagerin fcant attire wasfeldom feen

_on his eftate, the whole train of poverty béing

banihed, and monopolizers placed in theirs
room. Farmers more like indepéndent gen- -
.tlemen, than the ﬁmp'le inhabitants of ‘the.
field, -vied in luxury with the landholder over
them. Such is too frequently the barbarous-
L policy

-
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- policy of landowners, who forget that tacit
convention alone keeps them in poffeffion, and
that the earth was created for man.

One day when Hanfon was converfing with
Eve, and painting to her imagination the
pleafures of connubial felicity, a man of
- fhabby appearance rapped at the door, and
defired to fpeak to Shechem Benfadi. ¢« Who
d6 you come from:?” demanded Rebekah.
« My bufinefs,” replied the saan, - .is with
M. -Benfadi, or his daughter.” Eve, who
heard, and fuppofed it related to fome peti- '
tion, defcended, and defired he would walk into
the audience chamber, where he might deliver
his meflage.

¢ And you,Ma’am,” faidhe, ““are pofitively
" the daughter of Benfadi, the Jew !”’—¢ ] am, ¥
may venture to fay. But why {o particular ?”
« BecaufeMa’am, the gentleman bade me be

) fpecial careful to fpeak to none but you or
your father, asitisa bufinefs of importance.”
B4 From
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‘¢ From whom then do you come i”’=¢¢ Tbat
. paper,” replied he, ¢ will inform you.” The
gentleman hss alfo fent a note, he defixed
thould be given me as a reward, in cafe I de-
livered my meﬂige falthfu}ly R

“The note was for five pounds, dnwn by
Theodore Cyphon. ¢¢Theodore!” exclaimed
Eve,. ¢¢ wherse ishe, ishe well #¥—¢ He isnot
very. well, indeed Mifs,” faid the man, ““ ang-
you look fo very JU, Fam. afmxd to f‘X wben
he is.

- «Alas!” cried Eve, ¢ is heapprehendedi
tell- me, tell me, is he in prifon?” ¢« He is,”
replied the ftranger, ihqﬁt‘ating, ¢ he is in—
jail; but no doubt if he knew how much he
was pitied by fo fine a lady, he would not-
take on as he does.” S

. Eve, too’ much di’ﬁreﬂ'ed to attend to the
compliment, defired the ftranger to walk down
fairs, till her father came home; mean while,
' - with
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thh the packet of papers he had brought, the
afcended to Hanfon. He was alarmed at the
fudden alteration m her countenahée, “and )
having procured fome hartthorn drops, he en- -

deavoured to prepare her for the contents of 2
paper, he doubted not, would unfold many
fufferings ; anticipating with grief the fate of
his friend, and inwardly vowing revenge on

the author of fo many calamities.

By the time her father returned, the attenc
tive kindnefs of Hanfon, and her own a&ive
reafon, in a degree quieted her apprehenfions,
and hope, the- feducing friend of man, again
fmrbed upon her. The eyedof Shechem were
too weak to fufpend the ready tear, at the ac-
count of Theodore’s imprifonment. He pro-
pofed on his part to exert all the force of law,
bribery, and infereft, againft parental profe~
cution, and havihg duly honoured the note, he
fat down with.a figh, to attend the continua~
tion of ‘a narrative, which it was the tafk bﬁ
‘Hanfon to read. '

Rs Tus
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THE SEQUEL OF THE CONFESSIONS OF .
o THEODORE CYPHON. :

) IGNORANCE to manis often-
times more beneficial than knowledge, and
the mind, unconfcious of diftant evil, refts fe+
cure till it is brought home; but having un-
bofomed to you the troubles that deftroyed me,
the malignancy which purfued me, and the
crimes which were fufpended in fearful array .
aver me, 'I again bring before you the unhap-
py being you called your friend; and find,
amidft the darknefs of the gulf down which
T am precipitated, fome gleams of fatisfaion, .
in refle®ing that. you will commiferate, and-
your daughter thed a tear of pity at hy Aate,

Wretchednefs hath fele&ted me a§ her dar-
ling, nurtured me in. gfﬂi&igg.:,,‘ﬁa_'ﬂd‘ provided
for me in the dungeons of infamy ; hut I will

T colle&
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colle@ my feattered intelle&, to arrange what
perhaps will' not reach you till I no longer -

“mourn on the bounds of exiftence. This con-
" feffion - wilt give amufement to hours otherwife

a prey to the madnefs of retrofpe&ion, or the
mamty of a common ccll from whence I
write," '

Having determned to abandon the hofpita~
blé afylum of your houfe, and the fafcmatmg
company of your daughter, it was immaterial
into what part of fociety I plunged, fince to™
mé 4l were equally dangerous. I refle@ed,
however, that the ardour of purfuit muft have
evaporated in difappointment, and thata com-

" mon degree of - caution might fuffice. Mere

feclufion would have been ‘eafy, your bounty -

" taking from me the neceflity of expofure in-

obtaining fubfiftance;’ but I had fong weighed
the worth of Fife-in a balance, - and found it
wanting. My foul, which had fo combinedt'

with its very-exiftence-the poffeﬂion of Eliza, -

faund without her, "exiftence a burden. Iflk
B6 -  turne!
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turned my eyes round over the whole face of
creation, I faw notone obje& of enticement ;
for in the whole circumvolution of the earth,
oppreffion and evil fat enthroned. - I thesefore
propafed, as the fole end of my exiftence, to
traverfe the ifland in fearch of Eliza, and if

" unfuccefsful, to end the purfuit only with my
life.

. "The common- bufinefs of men was i0 me
infignificant ;' their toils and labours a.ppéared.

. the extremes of folly. I pafled by the wharfs

“and warghoufes, I fmiled to fee them fweat-. .
ing under byrdens, rolling large cafks before'
them, and marching about with importance.

I proceeded to the Tower, where I faw fome
dreffed in fcarlet and white;” turning to the

' right.and the Jeft, like a machine, apd thefe:
ako had an, air of impostance. 1 praceeded,

' through the ftreets of thops, fowe wene mea-;
fuging, fome weighing tobagco, and fome
fitting behind their counters with an ais. of . -
importance ; feme were fweeping the fireets, !

- and
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-and others whirling over them in carriages, but

I faw nothing in this buftle thit coild fix my
attention, of elevate my idéas of hurmanity..

I purchafed a failor’s drefs ata d;)tlhés"fhop,

- under that charaer venturing to pafs the day

in the ftreets, not having fufficiéntly confidered
from what point 10 commence my fearch.

* Night came on whilft T was yct irrefolute.” I, .
bad infenfibly walked on to London bridge, '

where T fat down torefle®. The folemn mo-
tion of the water-works lulled me intoa re-
verie, from whence L'was roufed by a.fmart
yoke on the thoulder, and a,voice bawling
ont—< What cheer, myhearty ""—1I ftastedup

‘ap feeing myfelf furrounded :biy feveral ;i
looking feamen, with bludgeons, and detoadd- -

ed their bnfinefs, “ That’s foon fettied, ry
lad,” cried-ong, ¢ come, boift yqur main-fheet,:
and.let -us bear down opi the enemies of King.
George., “ Nt fo falt, my good friend,”.
faid I, I am.not ‘willing to fight, therefose
qmt youxhold and letmgo .

. . D__n

]
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- % D—n your goflip,” faid a grim looking ‘
fellow, throwing a quid of tobacco in my
face. ¢ You’ralubber, are ye; dafh my dead
lights but you fhall have a falt eel to fupper
—tow him along, Jack.” :

It was'in vain I told them I did not chufe
to fight, that I was a Briton, and-prote&ed
by laws, that did not alldw my being dragged
away like a flave from the.coafts of Africa..
They laughed at my jabber, as they called it,
‘and hurried me on board a tender. I was
therc chained-in 2 hold, amongft men whofe
minds were as low as their fituation, and-whofe
round of converfation confifted in epithets and
ribaldry. And'thefe,. faid I, ‘mentally, as I-
looked over the motly group, are the brave
Britith tars who echo thunder on the bofom
of the deepy 1 was at a-lofs to difcbverwhat
frimulus could impel to alions fo great, fince .
every feafe of honour, ‘and the dignity of man,’
feemed totally eradicated; but whilft I turned -
* thofe thoughts in my mind, I heard a fhouting

oo . . on
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on different parts of the deck, and a cry of
“« grog—;here,you Tom, fillmycan. D—nit,
this is ftiff.” - ‘

No longer at alofs to find out the real fpirit
" of bravery, my thoughts adverted to extricat-
ing myfelf from amongft them. I had con-
cealed with particular care the fums I had
about me, next my perfon, not knowing how
foon I might be obliged to part from my out-
ward apparel. I had witneffed fo much of
man, invefted with petty alithority, that I
knew nothing was to be expe@ed from the
inferior officers but infolence. Prudence,
' taught me to conform to their. humour, until
chance might bring me before thofe who had
real authority, or furm(h an opportumty of
ﬂxght. v o P

. As I was filent to the execrations' 6f the
feamen, and behaved with calmnefs, ‘I ‘was
' lxberated from the irons, and fent down to'd’
frigate laymg off Chatham. I here entered

on
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on an emPloymént I loathed, not fo much
from its labour, as the vile company with
" which I was affociated. I had read in poems
of Arcadian pleafures and rural delights, but
T had ever found in’the country exceffive la-
Jbour and }neannefs of fentimierit: So I had
alfo read of the noble foul of a failor, hisge-
nerofity, and benevolence; but I foanda-fhip'\
an epitome of the world, where opprefﬁon,
defcended in regular gradation, and boys in
blue and white domineered. over men who
had circumnavigated the globe. There was,
it is true, a-fpirit of careleflnefs, but it was
only from example, and that Jofs of refletion
which had funk the mind from every purfuit,
fave the one befma it

Hq,vm_g completed-our compliment of men,
we dropped- down to the Nore, there laying
by for the Captain. “The veflel being clofe
up torSheernefs, it did not appear impoffible
to make the fhote in the night, efpecially for

- - me,

‘;;.
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.me, who had beeg inured to ucounter aangea »
in fhades. . .

It was my turn to watch, and the night be-
ing favourable, I flipped filémtly to- the fiein,
the:tide flowing ; T difencumbered myTelf from
my jagket, and without noife, let myfelf down
by a rope which was attached to one of the
hanging ladders. The boat taying alangfide;
ahliged e o -ufe ,precmtbn in friking, as
the fmaljeft alarm would have brought them: -
upon' me. 'It-was almeft @ ddad calm; T
glided fmoothfy along the furface of the tide,
ftriking deép and flow, creating fcarcely a
ripple in the water. : "Bofneas it' were on the
bofo of the waves, Jmade land beneath fome
chalk cliffs, where I {at down to recover from
the fatigie of exertion. I had .tnore than
once fuffered for difguife, ‘my invention was
almoft éxhaufted, and this laft adventure fick-

" ened me with falfe appearances. 1 n:xéum'cd‘ '

to myfelf the prejudices of man, in condemn-
mg me, for cxecutmg what the law what was
defeive
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defedive in ; and:yet it iwas- bettér that T -

thould fuffer, than that every man ﬁxouid A

hold the dagger of revenge

. The rewa‘rd of two thoufand pounds-rer-
dered difguife indifpenfible; however it might
expofe me to fulpicion or miftake; and T fpent
fome time in adopting one of fecurity. Some-

times I thought of affuming the drefs and -

charaler of a gentleman, ilic ‘better td:awé

" the vulgar into refpe@; but then by expofing

“y

‘my perfon, I became more hable to deteco
tion. '

I knew that T fhould -be miffed at fhe
changing of the watch, and_that unlefs ‘T

could gain the oppofite thare befora morning,
I fhould be almoft to a certainty difcovered.
1 rofe up, and ﬂmi(ing myfelf to recover the
ftiffnefs which.rendered moving fcarcely” pof-
fible, I. advanced flowly along the beech,
The waves gently beat at . my feet, amufing
me with their irregular dathing, At length

" Tcame
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I came toa kind of pier, -that ran out for
"the convertience of landing, to which I per-
ceived a boat faftened. I ran to it with ex-
ultation, intending to ferry myfelf acrofs,/
without refle€ing that by {o doing I ran the
‘hazard of hanging in chains, as a frefh water
pirate. o ’

+To this neceflity I was not driven, a man
and boy being aboard; I propofed them to
take me over, which they refufed, as I muft
- be running from fome of the fhips. I had
before this had recourfe to invention, and
now, to clear myfelf with probability, my
habit declaring I belonged to the fea, Icon-
feffed that it was.indeed true I had efcaped
from a thip, but that I was the fon of a gen-
tleman, and had been trepanned, as a proof-
of which I would give them a fum beyond
their expeftation, when on the oppofite
thore. :

To
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. To this they readily agréod, -firft defiring

to fecure a few rmlets of brandy in a recefs
amongft the’chalk cliffs; after which we
launched oat, andwere hot long in !anding on

- the fhore of Effex. Havmg fatisked them

‘for their trouble, and being fecure- of their
filence, I haftened up the country, to leave
the water -as far behind me as poﬂible by
mommg. ‘ - '

2 ‘As I could not adopt in this place any habit
of permanency, I barely changed my- drefs
for that of a peafant, with a trufty ftick in
my hand fetting forward on the common
road. I had proceeded nearly nine milies,
when I was gvertaken by four fturdy men,
whofe countenances wore every lineament of

“hard inhumanity, As I always expeded
“that fome day I fhould inevitably be difco-

vered, I had no doubt for a moment as I faw
them advance, but I was the objeét of their
purfuit.. For thou\gh this clafs of people

- may
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may be neceflary in a. ftate, their dealings
with buman mifery. has deprived them of
every tender feeling, and ftamped their fea-
tures with a mark not to be miftaken. They
run down acriminal for the reward, with all
the fagacity of hounds, and traffic in the vices
of the abandoned ) S

Indiﬂ'erence, in thofe fudden encounters,,
had always ‘proved my beft proteQion,. and'
_ habithad given me a facnllty of arranging my
ideas inftantly to the occafion. I nejther
flackened my pace, nor encreafed it, but eon~
tinued on in the louting country gait, which-
I could imitate with, exaltnefs.. * Halloo!
ybu teney;'’ -cried one;: « the top of the.
morning, to you. Have you' feen fafsa tall
chap, in alight blue coat, with ﬁnped trow- :
. fars.

“Nea,” faid I, “ I'hgna feen um, what:
fart a A.man ‘was en ?” “;Whj a rufh neade .
fellow, with a brimftone face. He's runaway

. ~ from
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from the bilboes, and fo d’ye fee, we want to
hang him up todry.” ¢ What, he 2 been
-in the river, has em?” faid I.

- ¢ Where the devil were you born,” cried”

they, with'a loud laugh, at my affeCted igno-
rance. I tell e, Cymon, he’s alad that’s
run away from tranfportation, and so if we

catch him; we fnack the bit, and give hima -

look above the country.” -

« Come, Ben,” faid the othérs, « cave
the fool alone, don’t let’s dally. here, when
we fhould be puttingon.” To this the others
affenting, T attempted not to detain them,

enjoying to myfelf their fagacity in leaving
the meat for the fhadow. One'of them, by’
accident, let fall 2 newfpaper from his poc-
ket, which when they were out of fight, 1

took up, and had more occafion to rejoice at
the narrow efcape I had had, than at firft

awarc of, the firft paragraph “which ﬁruck 3

me running thus: -

’ “It

~
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s is fuppofed the notorious Theodore
Cyphon, who murdered his Uncle Lord D
in fo inhuman a manner, has quitted’ this,

-country, the moft minute- refearches having
been ma_de ta bring fo ab'andoned an offender
to juﬁice in vain. His perfoh‘ is not unlike
the famous Ned Harpoon, the highwaymadn,
and be is_equal in dexterous difguifé, having

© lived for many wecks undifcovered, within

twenty miles of the fcene of his.atfocious’
offence.” R 9L
o i NSRS S EREE e
_Men have inveited modes” of forture to!
excruciate the foul in the agonies of diffolu--
tion, but furely in'the brand of imiverfal in-*
famy, though maiming is not endured, :an’
equal fuffeiing takes place. Thie mindis held:
in perpetual fufpenfion, no fituation can ‘give
to it that confcioufnefs of fecurity, which
alone can render life of value; every fhade '
furnifhes out a betrayer, every face is an exe-

_ cutioner, and man no longer is the friend of

man.
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" man. Thus I confidered death as mﬁch‘td be

- preferred to that decree of anathemauzatzon

which interdiGed an offender in formet tlmes
-from-the ufe of fire and watcr, and prevented
the hand of. chanty hemg cxtended with rehcf

1
e

thm- an& gneirmts werc~ﬂ1y reﬁe&mns ED

I paffed along, and my hopes, hopes t‘hﬁt but’

 falntly.glimmered, alone fuftained my courage,
in the defire of k-nowip'g if Eliza, thedarling
- of my contemplatiens, was yet ir;.exiﬁqnce.
Once arrived at a certainty in this cafe, Ihad
but 2 choice of aBion—if fhe lived, I deter-
miged 6 live: on]y with- and for her—were
fhe no more, juftice thould receive fatisfac-
tion,. andfend from the world a man long
thade nnfernble. -

CHAP.
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CHAP. II.-

Let ?nercy teach the breaﬁ of man to glow,
With foft compafﬁon for a fellow"s woe.

TH IS advemfement had renewed 'my fears,

" though the fecurity of my difguife might .

have pointed out my fafety; yet I was un-
willing to'throw myfelf in the way. of obfer-
vation, leafta fugitive fuggeftion thould lead :
fomewone to certainty. Towards night-fall I
turned afide (as I ufed formerly to do) from
the common road; a field of hay laying alittle
to the right, afforded me at once fthelter -
and warmth. I had a few bifkets and fome
fruit T had purchafed at the laft village, on
thefe I fat down to fupper. Whilft thusem- .
ployed, I perceived through the dullnefs of
tvullght, the heap oppofite begin to move, -
and for the firft time of my life was tempted

to.creditfupernatural appearances; but atthe
Vou. lII. - € . -~ fame
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fame time I was very httle alarmed, wamng
thh curiofity the event.

After a fecond heaving of the little moun-
tain, not a moufe, but a tall man, in alight
blue coat made his entré. 1 inftantly. recog-
nized him by the defcription, to be the man
the terriers of juftice were in purfuit of. He
ftarted at the found of my voice, when I .
called him, and was going to run, but feeing

_ only one’ perfon, he turned and demanded -

\_yhat I wanted.

« Why, friend,” faid I, “do you know
you are valued at a hundred pounds; then
why do you tarry in this part of the. coun-
try, or wear -a drefs {o remarkable2?

P

« Trﬁly,” he replied, ¢ becaufe 1 am fhort

"of cath; but how do you know me fo welt?”
« Sit down,” faid I, then relating my ren- -

counter in the morning, I.afked him candidly .
to confefs the crune for which he, had 'heen
tranfported,
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tranfported, ' profering if he owned the
truth, to'give hlm fuﬂicnent to change his
drefs.

“'Well, then,” returned he, with an air
of candour, ¢ I confefs I was tranfported for
-drunkennefs.” ¢ For drunkennefs,’” sepeat-
ed I, in furprize, ., I always thought the
law confidered that as u vice, which was cer-
tain ‘to punifh itfelf, and all in conne&ion
with it ; but this is the firft time I ever heard
of its tranfporting a man.” .

<That may be,” returned he laughing,
“but my cafe is fomething like that of the
man who ftole the halter, without intending
g take the horfe at the end of it. ~ You maft’
know then, that being born with a temper a
little too eafy, I feldom refufed to drink, or’
thare the contents of my pocket with iny
man who called himfelf a [friend, by which
means | acquired the title of a very boneft:
hearted fellow, and was at the head of a fet of

C 2 cronies, -



-
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cronies, who only worked when it ‘could not
~ beavoided. One evening having taken our

dofe at a neighbouring fair, we reeled home
together, and chancing to pafs the plantation

‘of a perfon, who had at different times fent

fome of us to the ftocks for fwearing; whilft

hewould utter oaths by the bufhel, and others -
-te Bridewell for wiring a hare; in mif-

chievious revenge, we propofed to root up a
number of young trees he had planted.

4 We were, however, obferved in the
midft of our fport, and whilft we thought no
harm in the world, were feized and laid faft
by the heels. I and two others were tranf-
pbrted to Virginia, which I thought a little
hard for pulling up a tree, though, to be fure,

- T have {ince confidered it as a great trime, and
dear enough have repented. My voyage cured”

my habit of drinking, and had I been allowed
to return, Ihquld have fettled to work, and
made a fober induftrious fellow.

¢ You

I,
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« You muft fuppofe a chap.of my caft had
not been without fweethearts, and’ between '
us I had engaged my promife to little Nancy,,
and fhe in turn told me, the would make a .
nice, working{ clean, fober wife. - ¥ was.
‘born ah Englithman, and my fpirit was proud.
I could not therefore think of ioﬁng fo many
.years from Nancy, dnd being a flave with the
black negroes, becaufe I had pulled up a tree,
and fo I took it into-my head to return if I
could. I ranaway to a French fhip, though
from my heart I hated them, as afet of mean
fpirited flaves, and was by them landed in
France; but I longed to fee Old England and
Nancy again.. I found; however, that Nancy
was. become the fpouf¢ of another, and my
chara&ter being blafted, I was forced to fly.
The Squire, perhaps, apprehending: m): re-
" venge, laid an information againft me. I
have fincé, from finding eriployment fmpof=
fible, Tubfified on_ little depredations I con-
trive'in the night, and thus you fee, from an
hone(t man, feverity has made me a thief, and
Csz- . : for
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‘for ;pulling up one tree 1 muft hang upon
another. .

«'Tis too true,” replied I, ¢ that the laws,
infome cafes, exceed the juft bounds of feve-

rity ; but in contemplating orie incident. which _

comes to us under favourable circumftances,

-we fhould- confidér the univer(al tendency of
the praQtice. . This crime of yours, taken as
it ftands, ,is . trifle, but extended, goes to
deftroy all the trees in the ifland; every man
might then take for fire-woad, plants which
were defigned to ‘ere® our buildings, and
‘faunch our commerce on the ocean; thus-you
fee, in the ultimate, our:very beingasa na-
tion would be annihilated. It is alfo to be
confidered, that laws in’ their principle and
effence, are more intended to reftrain, than
to punifh a&ual tranfgreffion; for which rea-
‘fon, thofe crimes eafy to be committed, re-
quire a feverer punithment in order to deter,
than what the intrinfic value of the damage
demands. For the fame reafon {tcaling cattle
is
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Jsmade capatal becairfe itis almoft 1mpoﬂible
- otierwife -t6 prevent it; and thys when. we
balance the fcale of juftice, Wwe ought to admit
- the ‘facility of the alion as a counterpoife to
-its feeming figour. Befﬂes, the Taws, to em-
brdée every fpecies of ‘trime, éxtend to the

utrheft Verge of punﬁhment, leaving the Ma- .

giftrate to extenuate as cxrcumﬁances appear

“favourable, whilft his power of txtendmg the -

punifhiment is bounded.”
RELL S BWﬁ,”_~ihid -héi“‘le'ﬂefe_i‘ confidered it
i ﬁﬁé’wéy"be‘fbﬂe,fbutrouglit not Magiftrites to
be cliofeh, “Who might a&without prejudice,
and ‘who ‘would impartizfly limit the punifh-

et 6 the crime; befides, why fhould I be .

hanged for- breaking from what tight be
called my prifon? Why not fent back again,
“when thofe who break prifon in England,,
‘faffer no greater punifhment than what was
'naturally attached to the crinte for which they
were committed.” .

C 4. ) ul
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T own,"™ fajd I, here. the jaw, is fevere.
"Tranfportation..is . only an impsifonment at
large.. A pr\foner, condemned o perpetual -

durancc m‘England wJo'uld not be hanged for
breaking from _h_igponﬁpc;;n{ep,t; then” why
- thould. the .ot}(xg;&..wlhy.qot retzapfpost, the
' oﬂ'ender‘;.ipq(_l by .way:of p.rgveniiqn,_add;;fo
much to his term as. was. employed in his
myéges;? It is.a pity. chmty fhould thus. la-
vifh away he: meml}f.pq,, ,and- I,lagrcq with
~ you, that men trufted with the adminiftration
~ of law, fhould be learned, .and nof jlfiterate
csuhtry.Squifes,, who }rxind on}y yvdmt;n and
and game. » ¢« But,” contmued I,  as the
 law ftill’ remains in force- agamﬁ Jyou, it is
“your wifeft way to retyrn t'oA.rx}e:xcqr and as
Nancy has jiljed you, you .haye,; lefs entice-
ment to flay,” . -/ i PR Pt
: « I wifh,” faid he, ¢ for nothmg more,
but how can I, who have pot a fixpence, and
who am forced to lefer for a meal take a
voyage of fo greata length ”

“This’
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This difficulty I removed by furnifhing him,
with a trifle, and that my labour might not
be fruftrated, I retained him in company till
the next day. " I then provided him with a
difguife, and had the fatisfaion to think, I
had contributed to -lengthen an exiftence, too.
much good nature had forfeited.

: : [

On my part, I bad fome little trouble to
parry his cunof‘ ity, at a perfon of my mean
figure poﬂ'efﬁ.ng fo large afund of wealth, and
the capability of diftribution; and, perhaps,
I fuffered in his opinion, under. the imputa-
tion of difhonefty:

Having taken leave of him, I ftruck away
from the high roads, to avoid falling in again
with the thlef-takers, who, L doubted not,
would hover round the {pot wherc their fcent
was at fault, and mlght chance to dlfcovcr in
me a refemblance to the notorious Cyphon.
Difguife is a perpetual torment, as at every

Cs ' little
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little incident, a new change of form becomes
neceflary. I had no reafon to fufpe& the
honour of the youth I had juft relieved from
diﬁrefs, but I knew too much of man to
truft to templatioh. 1 therefore caft off my
peafant’s drefs, once more taking the habit of
a beggar, with the addition of a wounded
arm, and the lofs of an eye, concealed by a

_ large patch of black plaifier. A grizzle wig-

and hump back compleated my appearance,
and no man could have recognized beneath i¢
the perfon of €yphon.

I was fo pleafed with my cotiwpléat trans-
formation, that I ventured to ereep along the:
high road, and to ftop in villages as I pafled ;
indeed, this was neceffary, if I hoped to dif-
éo’x'gr Eliza, as I might wander in fields and
bye lanes to eternity. The progrefs I made
was ﬂow, my enquiries being conducted with:
cauuon, and conftantly ending in difappoint--

; for furely it was impoffible to find 2
perfon
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perfon lefs calculated than myfelf for fuch an

expedition, labouring as I was under the ne-
ceflity of perpetual toncealment.

~ QOne evening ‘when T had ‘feated myfelf on
a berrch before an ale-houfe door, (for the im~
penetrability of my difguife, and the change in
the colour of my {kin, havingdyed ita brown
: yellow) rendered me bold'in’ fecurity, a dark
.complexioned an, wnth "latge bufhy -eye-
brows, and malignant afpe& fat down afide
me, calling for amug of ale.

¢ Pray my old dad,” faid'he, to me, * how
" goes trade. I dare fay you pick upan eafy !
Yoaf now,’ with'this here game afm and eye.”
e No,” faid I K ihruggmg up my thoulders, -
bread and cheefe, and at mght a mug like this
of flout, i is my only comfort. - But if I had -
toy prccmus hmbs found as yours, I would
mike Ihxﬁ to procure a(ixttle better.” DA

2" dfu PN

C 6 J € PraY’ o

ent
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¢ Pray, how many miles may. you-ge-in a
.. day ¢ I fuppofe you've travelled all over Eng,
land, by your weather begt-look.” , -

“Nearly,” Lreplied, “and were yom to
walk as much as I do, you would not think

it-a plcafant.e’mgloz.:"

“ Asto matter of that,” fald he, “@ hegq s

t’ye, my old boy ; but if I had as many guineas o

as ] walk smiles, I fhould be.a rich do&

« I"fuppofe’ tli‘en,” returned I, « S(ou' tra~
\'Fl t‘hp, country with goqc!si‘” Ty e I
. . e S S
i No, not I, but'I’ll.tell. .you wh‘at, I'm
after ad—d cunmng fcllow, ,who, 1 believe,
.m not always above ground or I thould have;
found him he{ore this. Did you ever in yout

w.alks meet. 2 fellow rather . ta.ller than you,,

. but not much, bg)!}t Faxt falr ¢:ox}:“'>l.¢x1§mh '
" and fomethg grand in his. gait.”

PP} th;’n. .
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“ Why ” r¢phed ‘1, gazing at hxm with’
furprize, ¢ why do youatk mea que[hon
like that; . 1 dare ﬁty ‘1 meet, fuch eVe:y day of
myhfe DT
IS A S ;')'}o s
L O but thxs isa remarkable manp,- is als
yvaYS varymg. his difguife, yet I -believe I
{hoyld know him among a thoufand, Thave
hig piturg in my . pocket, drawn purpofely,
from one in- his father’ s pofleflion, andfo I
thall be cock fure of my bll’d if I .once get a
fqmnt at him,”

I t:embled at the danger that I ranp angl
wa,s more. than ever ﬂlockcd at this new.mark,
of my father’s um‘en)xtted purfuify: for having
deﬁred to fee the ,Px&ure, I found i r1t the copy
of onc. taken when I was feventeen;. Ire- -
turped it to him, Caymg, “1 behevedrl had
once, feen the man on, theg:eat weﬁem :o%d 5 "
df’ﬂ : 1pgﬂ who he was tleat fo. much, troublq.
was taken to ﬁnd hxm " O N

“You-
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o« Yonmuﬁknow,” faxd he, «he murder-
- ed'his untle, -and if T’ can find him, I fhail

. have bwo thoufand pounds.- I have afisfpicion

" he has been feen lately in this éountty, for
fome of our fquad met a country looking fel-
low, who' in - part anfwered  the 'Mcription,
and the: mnmes were taken in with }ns Cant,
for ht’s 2 ram chap, as you would oWn, 4
you knew all *his pranks; what ma’kes the
fufpicion {tronger is, T was at ]'d{lfée Fass
* when a taHl man‘ was brought before hxm, orr
charge of fufpicion of having ftole a twenty
pound note, which he . declared he had givenr
himi by this’ Yei'y cotntry 'bdé‘by, whori *he
‘defefibéd to be the moft fenfible mati ¥ tmd
ever 'met“ but as hfs ﬁory did ﬁot gam ‘credit,

and T was ot going 1 baal& game, the juftice’

‘ pocketed the note ﬁrtbé right owner, and would
have fenit the felow to the houfe of mrre&xon,
but one of the nabhng &oys kncw him tc have
returnied scrofs th herrmg pond, amd fo ﬁle’ll
fwmg forit.”

i ‘ ‘ R I'

-,
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I had fome diﬂiculty to conceal my confu-
fion at this account ; whilft I admired the fa-
gacity of this man-in combining circum-.
ftances, I was amazed at his prefent Dblind-
refs, which held up a‘true portralt of human
forefight and felf confequence; for whilt he
condemned his friends for not perceiving me:
under the difguife of a peafant, he made me
his confident under that of a beggar.

{ A

1 durft not Ieave him abmgtly, and truft-
fng in my difguife, I ventured to enquire into
his adventures. I found he had traced the
~ eircumftanee of the bank note, when I ran the
daagu of - “being commifted for forgery’; he '
bad followed me to town, where he loft me,
fpending many weeks ranging over itin every
direion ;. at lafthe met with the thieves, and
comparing my -time of coming to town, the
circumftance and defcription they gave }um,
he made little doubt of having agam recovered
his track, but as none of your neighbours
were
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were acquainted with my admiffion into your

houfe, he found himfelf again at bay. _He

had fince travelled over Wales, and the North,

and coming through Effex to take another

turn in London, in hopes I might have thrown

_afide precaution, he had met his prefent

intelligence from thofe who had formerly .
been his comrades. ’

I fhuddered at this detail, which exhibited
fo much fagacity, and the narrow efcapes I
- 'had. had, Acvexr at times. when: I thought my-

felf moft fecure. I wasfickened at. refleQing
~on the numerous toils I-had yet to undergo,
and I faw that xﬂ I wifhed- to remajn undif+
covcrcd I: muft feclude my(el_f for a time;
till he fhould have quitted this paft of the
country. I made little doubt of his difcover-
ing my change of drefs, at leaft fromi that of
the peafant, as contrary to my ufual pratice,
Thad fold the cloaths to an old countryman
for.a few thillings..

- -  We. L
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We cqnm)ued iny difcourfe for fome time, I
in turn yelating ad\ entures whxch dad, neve.r'
happened, and efcapes from danger whu\hh
had. never, gxifted ;iwe, parted ut lalt, when
mg,ht,;ngo}vgg'qs iR d;:kpefs, he:wilhing.me
geod fugoefs, apd, that, my lame: leg had per+
mitted . me keeping him company for, a time;
and 1 him, that he might foan reccive’ the
.grand reward, with -how mucl} ﬁncemy you
m‘“’&‘“‘)’g“ﬁrﬁ S "’ S T T

>

arl. g1 ¢ B T O WA R SRR TR
v Though o;cqp;edg wn,thxconﬁqlerat‘iens of
p,egfqul{ fafety, I lamented the fate of the
young man; whom. inadvertency had led to -
ruin., The extepfion, of clemency, where it
did npt"relax -into ligentipufnefs,  has evief ~
proved beneficial, and man will more readily
folipw: ther voicq of counfel, - thanithe. fern
commends of raythoyity. By the' mtultiplica-
tion of penal laws offences are encrealed,” and
. to the honour .of the prefent day, mien begin
to pcrqef,ve_‘ the trug modes of government,.
‘ ' though
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though-its progrefs to final perfe&nﬁrt i df ne-
céﬂity fBow.. - S
S R

Yes, faid I, to my‘fclfl, argument may de- -
celve us, but fadls fpeil’: convidion, iﬁa’ffne'vé
that mercy 'is bettei thall (&« Jultice. *Bi
the reign of Henry VITT fevetity-tivo thoii
fand fouls fuffered the punithment’ of desth;
which is at the average of fedrly fix 2'day,
including Sundays. In our -days, abbut &
hundred are executed annually, and were the
hurAbet lefs; Wido ribé iindgife’out viced would
be g,r’eater':. Tt wiolld 8¥s&fore be to tHE cré i
of our feelings,. if we would fometimés -ovér~
Jook private-injuries, rather’ than profecute
where lenity can-be: e«&tendcd wrthféfeﬁy L

o S A

Occupted By thefe refletions,’ I contmuec!
dewn a dark lane, fhaded -on-both fides ‘by'
overfpreading trees, at length it branéaed off
in feveral “ramifications; b#¥ not “into 2 corn-
mon road 45 the Fwarth Wil fCarcely‘ broken,,
. : * being
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Licing more like @ long lawn than a road.
Affured by ‘this token that I was far from the
Haunts of men, and an univerfal ftillnefs reign-
ingiaround ‘me, I fat down to indulge the
penfive refleGtions which aréfe in my mind,
but the more powerful fatigues of the body
overcame me with fleep, and I awoke not
till'the dawn of morning.

.

A brifk air rendered motion neceffary, I

continued down the lane for a great length of
way, it'weund in rorantic meantlers, then
finking into a hoflow, above which on either
§de arofe craggy fcars, interfperfed with
brambles and floc-buthes. A little advance
brought me withir fight of the ocean, whofe
Au@uating waves glittered in the morning
- fun. Ata diftance T beheld the fpreading
" fails navigating through the deep, and ftood
to enjoy the fingularity of a fcene to me fo
new. - ;

Having
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. Having fatisfied myfelf with gazing on uni-
formity, I followed the lane ‘to the. beach,
where was formed a-kind of baibeur; fo fhel- -
tered by rocks, that it brought before me views
I had feen of banditti or pirates in theit kecrep
haunts, for not an eye could penetrate the-fet
clufion from any point of obfegvation, the
Jittle bay turning round a projection of rocks;
formed an alcove perfectly fecured from the
fca»ﬁc-i‘q: A T R (A
. Delighted  with. the place,: I' fpent fome
time in its-examination, but the lane bending
to the left, I purfued its dire&ion, taken.up
with the idea of ad{qng,x;e the p(eccd&rig fine
gularity of profpe& had contributed to raife; -
I had fcarcely advanced two hundred paces,
when I perceived through the thick enclofure
of trees, the top of a houfe, by its fize of con- .
fiderable grandeur, and by its fituation the
‘abode of fome one who loved the dark roman- -
ticity of nature. Tome who was interdicted
' the.
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the refidence of fociety, this difcovery was by
no means pleafing, and I ﬁoppcd to weigh
the hazard of advancing.

‘It was poffible I might meet another She-

. chem Benfadi, but it was not probablc, and

the rifk was unwarranted by prudence, yet,

“that I might not truft to chance, I examined
every leadingavenue. The unfrequentedafpet .

of the place excited fufpicion, that it was
either not inhabited, feldom vifited, or that
the occupier was a reclufe from the world,
either of which conclufions were conducive
to fafety, and incitements to advance. I
fauntered at a diftance till I could have a view
of ‘the front. The windows were all clofe,
and no fmoke arofe from thév chimnies. 1
ventured to advance, grafs grew in the gate-
way, and even on the fleps of the door, but

"yet it was poﬂiblel fqm;e.one at leaft might re-
fide in it, though I began now to entertain -~

hopes of its total defertion.

A large
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A large orchard was planted. round,.and’
tliough it appeared’ much negleted, I.yét:
fancied I could trace the.hand of " ¢ultivation.

The branches were -bowed down with va-
riety of fruits, the wild poppy intermingled
with the -garden flower, and the lownefs” of

the watl held out teriptation to the paffenger. *

-

CHAP.



CAAP. III.

Al . . . .~ N

CONF IRMED by the umverfal fhllnefs
which relgned ‘that no human.bemg refided
in the manfion, T was at a lofs-to difcover
why.fo charming a place fhoyld be deferted:
The doors of fome outhgules were uryhihgéd;!
no poultry or domeftic animal was vifible ;-
comparing the folitary fituatien to Cowper’s
defcription of Selkirk; in Juan Fernandes, I
repeated, . R

) TN

Iam monarch of allL fm‘yey, o
My right there is none to difpute,. | e
" From the center around to'tite, fea,

1 ami lord of the fowl and the brute.

O felitude ! where are the charms -
“Which fages- have feen inthy face ? - l

- Butier dwell in the midft of alarmsy PR
Than.reign in this defolate place.

There -
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There is 2 melancholy refle@ion arifing in
the mind on the view of deferted habitations,
we are infenfibly bewildered in purfuing the
fancied caufes of migragion; we attach to
ourfelves the fallen fortunes of grandeur, or
partake the hard fate of the wandering cbt-
tager. No doubt, thought I, this houfé has
the reputation of fpiritual vifitants, and pfo-'

- bably, under their prote®tion,_is fafe from the

plunder of the vulgar, who would, perhaps,’
think it a facrilege to pluck thofe fruits which
ripen unregarded.

As I was not troubled with any qualms of -
this nature, I made a circuit'vound the wall,
as well to bar againft furprize, as to infure
aretreat in cafe of unexpe&ted intejrruptio-n.
A little back gate opéned into the orcha:d, it
was without faftening, fo that according to
the ftatute, I was not guilty of breaking, it
not being fo much as clofed with alatch.

1 made.
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I made free with the fruit, fitting down to
my repaft, not alittle pleafed with the fairy
adventure. I looked in vain for the draw-
bridge, and brazen trumpet, to diffolve the
enchantment, Indeed, had I been a. hardy
fteel-clad knight, I fhould have pitied fpoiling
fo delightful a fcene, or fcattering in the air
the fragments of fo noble ahoufe. However,
no fair lady appeared on the battlements, Ror
muflin fcarf ftreamed from the loop holes.
Whilft thefe fancies gave fome relief to my
refle®ions, I confidered that no place could
be better adapted to my prefent neceflity
of concealment, the out-houfes furnifhing

“every fecurity.

I arofe to confider this plan, and opening a
wicket, entered a flower garden, where many -
curious plants met the eye, equally in perfec-
tion, as though under the immediate hand oﬂ
cultivation. It wasimpoffible to account for
fo ﬁngti]ar a circumf{tance, and as I advanced
towards the houfe, I began to fufpe& it con-

You. III. D _tained
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tained fome eccentric inhabitant. Having
knocked for fome time loudly at the door,
without any one' appearing, I walked over
the garden, orchard, and out-ﬁoufes, weigh=
ing the behaviour I fhould ad6pt. Behind the
* houfe was a terrace, level with the firft floor,
fupported by pillars; forming beneath a piazza.
A door here prefented ‘itfelf, opening, as I
judged from the plan of the windows, intoa
faloen. The door I difcovered to be pnly on
the latch, and after fome little hefitation, I
ventured to enter this palace of enchantment.

1 found myfelf in a kind of common room,
the walls of which were plafter, without any
¢mbelliﬁ1ment; about it lay feveral ftaves of |
cafks, and the remains of fome heavy package.
1 ventured to call, but received no anfwer,
and taking my ftick in my hand, I afcended
the ftairs. The fame appearance of confu-
fion was here vifible, and on opening feveral
doors I found the rooms fcatfered with lum-
ber. There was fome old furhiture remain-

ing,
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ing, and my aftenithment increafed” at ob-
ferving 6n a large oak table in the dining
" Toom, empty bottles with glaffes, and the
dregs of wine, yet ftanding. ' .

N

As I gave no credit to enchantment, or fa-
pernatural agency, the idea‘forc’ibly accur-
ed, that I had by accident fumbled ¢n'a rens
dezvous of robbers, which the peculiar feclu~
fion of this place gave credit to. The more ¥

. examined: the obje@ around me, the mare I
‘became confirmed in this fuggeftion, though
I was unable to account for this hegligence
in fuﬂa’priixé the: outer *ddors to. #emain un-
faftened:. Under this fufpicien precaution
‘became neceffary, and I looked round for
means -of defence’ in cafe of attack. 'The

room [ was theni in furnithed no weapon, but -

" en entering another, I diftovered feveral

blunderbuiffes, piftols, and cutlafles. Con-
firmed now beyond doubting, o€ the quality
of the tenants, and notbing vcry defirous of

a vifit,, I vestured to take a glafs of their

D2 ‘ wine,
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wine, from feveral hampers that lay in one
corner, and not knewing how foon they might
return, haftened from the houfe.

T refle€ted in pafling the wood, that they.
«could expe& nothing from one of my mifera-
ble figure, that probably they might be ona
diftant expedition, and thatin the mean time
I might fecurely pafs the days in the wood,
and the nights in the out-houfes, until I could
with fafety continue my progrefs, and pene-
trate to the feat of defpotifm, from whence I
expe@ed at leaft to colle the vague fu {picions
of the vulgar, which might e(rentual!y con-
du& me to the obje& of all my purfuits.

For two days I adopted this plan, without
the leaft figns of man appearing, and becom-
ing bolder, as danger feemed more diftant,.I
éven ventured to range over_the houfe, in
every chamber open to entrance. ‘The third
night was cloudy. and rainy, and finding my-

felf more at eafe in the large houfe, I con-
: cluded
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“cluded on pafling the night withinit; for

this reafon I felected a {fmall room on the fe-
cond floor, as well for its diftant {ituation, as
that it contained a quantity of hay, and old
hampers {erving as fubflitutes for a bed.

At midnight I was awakened from a dif-

 turbed fleep. by the burfts of hilarity, and the

fhouts of mirth. I trembled at the fituation
to which I had inadvertantly expofed myfelf,
making no doubt that the robbers were re-
turned, and enjoying themfelves over their
booty. I figured to myfelf the large dining-

~ zoom, fcattered in confufion with the offal of

intemperance, a la}ge‘gable loaded with liquor,
and round it a fet of mifcreants, fuch as I had
feen before at the mad houfe.

“The horrid parallel firuck me forcibly, as
# brought tg my mind a trgin of ideas, ob-
fcured by the fubfequent fuffering I had en-
dured; I thuddered again at the confinement

D3 I had
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I had undergone, and at the narrow eféape I
had made from one of their clafs..

‘T fummoned to my aid the refolution-and
calmnefs which ever befriended me, and rifing
with caution from my bed of ftraw, I ad-
vanced with cere to the top of ‘the faim; I
liftened to icatch their difcourfe, but could
only diftinguith fongs, laughter, and noify.
jefts. I confidered that half intoxidated witx
repeated libations, they might not attend foas
t0 bear me in paffing down the flairs, 'a haw
zard I was bent on encountering, rather thani
fall into the hands of afav;lgﬁ banditti, whoms
I pi@lured miercilefs as the roving Scythiar:
- T defcended with- caution, ‘ftep by ftep, but:

when nearly at the landing, bad she difap2

éointmem of  finding the door open, and

“the light fhining inte the paffage, left. me

little room to expect efcaping without detecs
tion. : ‘ ‘

% . .

.I ventured
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I ventured to.lean over the banifter, to dif-
cover if poffible the numbers of this noify
crew, or if I might venture (from their fitua-
tion) to attempt efcape. 1 was confounded at
the unexpe&ed quality of the caroufers, as,
in place of a fet of the vileft mifcreants, my
imagigiatién had ﬁgured, I faw only 2 number
of men, like country farmers, fome even pafe
feffing the air of gexmhty "

On neager exznunatmn, I percexved that
they were armed, but I found it impoffible to
conjeQure. the intention of this no&urnal
revel. I turned round, after a few moments
refleQion,- to regain if poffible the chamber
where I had flept, as it was not improbable
this might be fome houfe dedicated to Bacchus,
where thofe fons of the grape held a moeting,

*and that they mig}it leave it pefore morning,,
By fome accident they were difturbed at the
noife I made, and flarting up, feveral of them
with candles and piftols ran towards the ftairs,
Thus inevitably difcovered, I determined at

D4 once
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once to declare the means of my entrarice,
" refting on the convi@ive power of truth. I
was feized, and hurried without ftruggle on

my part into the banquet room, where fome

condemned me to immediate death, whilft

others demanded how I came there, threaten<

~ ing to fend me to. jail as a thief and a vaga-
bond. ‘ . . e
“You go,” cried], firm and undauntedly,
« 3 little too faft. Tam riot to-be inumxdatcd
with fear. Your threatened murdet has no
* power to affe® me, but for 3 your own’ fakes
I would have you proceed thh caution.
*Tis true my habit is agamﬁ me, but I have
feen better days. I was born a gentlemhn,
though now circumftances have reduced me
to a beggar. I paffed accidentally by the
gate of this houfe, it was open, and I ven-
tured to enter. I demanded loud and long
admittance at the door, but every circum?
fiance declared the place without inhabitants.
Your neghgence left the door on.the latch, 1
: : emered,



R |

THEODORE CYPHON. ° 57

entered, and ventured this night to fleep ina
a room above ftairs from the ftorm; whatis

- there in this can render me guilty, and I ap-
- peal to yourfelves. if I have merited the un-

jult fufpicion, and threats you havc caft

, agamfhne

«_Well faid, by the head of my grand~.
mother,”’ cried one of the beft looking amongft
them. - ‘¢ Come, iny friends, 4 We, and let
this unexpe&ed gueft tafte a-drop of the yeat,
untainted by the fmell of cuftom-houfe rats.”

This Taft ’éibrefﬁqn"perfe&ly 0pehed my
eyes to the chara&ers of my entertainers, and-

‘T mideé no doubb this hotife’ was retained: for -

the purpofe of Rormg fmuggled goods

W Here fand one, offenng me a gla('s,
“ dngk cbnf{xf‘ jon to all'excife in a bumper '
“‘lhravo, cried ‘they, ﬁllmg up ‘thiéif tumd
¥iers; o Héde's perdmon to monopbly and

lmpoﬁ"’ I .
o D Ifaw
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1 faw the futility of argument, and fat 2
fpe&ator of their manners, which poﬂ'cﬂ‘ed a
fhare of brutality, though refined in &mpa-
rifon to that of the robbers. Their declaration
was uncontrouled to enjoy exiftence, hut fhgt
enjoyment with them confifted in intaxication’

“and excefs..

In every clafs of fomety 1 had thneﬂ”dd,'
refletion’ #ad difgufted me with the manners
of men, nor could I refrain exclaiming to
myfelf—Is this the immortal Being, the Lord
of the earth, are thefe the"attributes of a foul
which is to exift for ever? Thofe menwho
fpurned 3t the inftitutions of government as
oppreflive, conceived libesty to confift-in I
cenuoufnefs, but as I had never found the -
"moft abandoned without fome arguiment to
wrge in their favoux, I doub.ted not but thofe
men might reafon wrong from right yrmcx-
ples, and I propofed to myfelf making the
enqmry, when fobriety fhould allow the rer
turn of their reafoning faculty.

One - -
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One after the dther funk down on'the floor,
of recled to different apartments, the chief
- alorie retaining any fobriety, though that was

merely fufficient to attend to the general fafety, . .

by extinguithing the lights, and bolting the
doors. AsI had by fome fingular expref-
fions recommended myfelf to his notice, he
offered mie a fhelter till morning, the rain ftill
coptinuing vislent. The next day I afofe
before the fijtnés of wine ‘were fiifficiently
évaporated, to allow its votaries to aflemble, -

and defcending I entered the gardent, where I - -

was foon after joined by him I fancied the
pnncipal pcrfon in the commuxmy CTesasd
[ Iﬂoubt nof, Sir,” faid I, that you are
furprized at one who fays  he has deen ih 2
trore exalted Ration, appearing ié the mifersy
ble habit in which yon fee' nie, but give ‘me’
Teave to fay, my ‘ﬁrrpri'ze is'greater that 2 roaft
of your fenfe fhould affociate with comparyy’
fo extremely debafed from the charafter of .
D6 « Hold,
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¢« Hold, I beg, my good man,” faid he,
fmiling, we only take a trifle from the con-
tributions raifed on'the whole nation, for as
to decreafing the revenue, that’sa mere farce,
Becaufe, if dcﬁcxent, it is fupphed by new -
Toans and new taxes.’ :

- ¢ Granted,” faid I, taking him by the
rm, ¢ I allow, that for the fupport of:Go-
vernment, fuch a ftated fum isappointed, and
which muft be made up by new impofts, if

-the old fail. Now, by deducing from the
_old, and thus caufing a deficiency, you: pre-

vent an article of luxurions confumption con-
tributing in place of the more neceflary, it
being clear that the revenue muft either:be
raifed By excife or tax. Thus you ftand in
the odious fituation of being a fecondary means
of opprefling the poor wretches, one half of

- whofe fcanty pittance is given to prote& the

other.”

_He
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-~ He was ﬂa;led by this mode of argument,
which he had not before confidered. He
paufed a few minuess, and then replied, «“ I
know not how you have come by this objec~
tion, which I fear makes againftus, for com
fidering that the excife would not allow an
_honeft man to drink-as much as he pleafed, I
determined to have my (hare.undet-hand; ‘and’
" tothis I was led by the fotm of fweasing in -
excife officers, and the infamous praQice. of
éppe_aling to heaven at every turn of aétion.
No man can {moke a pipe, or fwallow a glafs
of wine, without its updergaing feveral at-
teftations before God; and the little peqlar,
‘who vends {nuff by the halfpenny worth, muft
go through the forms of a man on.examina-
tion of life and death.”

. 4T am grieved,” faid I, “‘at the juftnefs of
this remark, but I have feen the negligence
with which this article is performed, and the

_oath: whxch ought in every nation to. be held

facred:
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facred, as the moft folemn appegl, where di-

re&t witnefs cannot be produced, is in ‘the
wholé- train of excife treated as the moft ins
ﬂgmﬁcant jeﬁ and perjury is a matter of
courfe.” .

¢ This,” faid he, turning upon me, * is
warrant fufficient -to avoid thofe fotms, and
you may fay ‘what you'will, ¥ am now co
winced in_my ‘own opinien, for” continued
he, with an air of trlumph, * what by our
mgeans is added to the burdens of the people,
wre refund tack §o them, by fupplying-them
.proportionably cheaper: in the articles we run,
nnd:fave ot the fzmthme to ourfclvesa cléar

<aonjcience.”. R E Dol
. \

I perceived, indeed, that argument could
net fhake a fixed vpinien, cdnfirmed by habit,
and convenieiit by ‘profit, and I turnied " the
difcourfe’to. .the dangess they -indursed fiom
the officers of excife. ¢ Why," faid he, ¢ we

fometimes -
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fometimes have abruth with a revenue cuttdr, .

but you underfland trap, we know prctty well
"how tokeep clear.” * SR

Thus we ended the difcourfe, returning to
join in the hall the reft of the gang, who
eagerly devoured a quantity of cold meat,
which they largely diluted with brandy, and
feafoned with carths, aftrange example.eof in~
confiftency.. In the midft of our repait, we
-were alarmed by the trampling of horfes, and
- one of them looking from the window let us
underftand, a company of light horfe were adi-
‘vapcing. ¢ Well; my lads,” faid the Cap-
tainy ¢ we have only to.be firm, till thefe
Jocpftsihave paffed us, lét every man take bis
pot.” Fwo flew inftantly to bar the bottam
doars; with beavy chains and faflenings, the

ground windows.were never opened. . Others |

ran up to the room where I had feen the arms,
and where-ftood, afew hampeis of winé | thefe
as well as the arms wexe inflantly carried into
a fide paslouc on thie ground: flodr.:. The
r glafles

/
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glaffes were left on the table, that the hun-
gry hounds, as they called the light-horfe
men, might feed their eye-fight with empti-.
nefs. ) T

. The wholé number being affembled in, the
parlour, the chief whifpered to me, that be-
ing a ftranger I muift: fubmit to have my eyes
cavered for a few minutes. To this I con-
fented, with an air of confiderice, being will-
.ing to fee the event of this extraordinary bu-
finefs. " In lefs than a minute they raifed me
in their arms, and taking fome fteps, I found
we were defcending.” ‘I was:thén permitted
to walk - by myfelf. . iAfter about-a hundred
" paces the bandage was.taken. off; and<L:per-
ceived ‘we'were in a room under ground,
lighted ‘only by acandle; and crouded with '
oafks of fpirits and chefts of teas - ./ .. .3
S o DU P DUDEE TN S S R
51 ,4¢ Here,” Taid the. Captain to:he;s¢f is a
-gloriots booty, if. thofe hounds knew how to
- fcént it;:buk they may férret toxternity before .
: ’ they
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they find an ounce of coffee, tea, or tobacco,
above board. We remained in this rooms
which was extenfive, till night, when they

-opened a little ‘door- into a fubterranean paf-

fage, of near two hundred paces, ending in
an opening through the chalk rocks into a fe-
queftered part of the vqbod, adjoining the
coaft. . A thoufand jefts were uttered on what
they called a dead retrest, and having now.to
feparate ahout thé : couintry, befére they ven-
tured- to réturn, - I was conduQed in the dark:
through numerous- intricate mazes, .to" do:
away :3py. temptation to inform. . ;
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CHAP. IV.

. 01 it is monftrous | monftreus? ;
Methought the billows fpoke, and told me of it,
m wimds dicfing It to mt, And the o ter—

) < Tmrm. ‘e

BHNG tlmhg:hjd‘t a&e, lie ﬂnplb
rity of fhc iecent sdventurd ocoupied my ste

tehtien, tilk-concern.!for my owe fafery re-

‘called my thowghts 86 the centes from whence
" they feldlom deviated. So many accidents
perpetually retarded my refearches, that my
foul fickened at its ixion profpe&s, and
fighed at the unremitted chain of labour it had
yet to purfue. Was it poffible to form a dif-

guife fo infcrutable, that fufpicion fhould exa- °

mine in vain; was it poffible to invail my
perfon in mifts of impenetrability, from the

keen eye of ftimulating reward?—if theld

were not poffible, it was impoffible that I
{hould

i
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ﬁlwld difcover’ my injured Eliza, or learn
the fequel of her fate.

However, cried I to myfelf, I am refolved
not to endure this dreadful ftate of fufpence.
I will not be hunted through ttie world. Then
why .this owardice, this imbecility of enter~
prize ? . Am I po tonger the Cyphon who de-:
fied bolts and bars, who poffelfed courage so
__defcend the high: walls'of an infernal prifon,
dmidR the roar of elements i Ts the {pirit of
the mighty fo fallen that T muft hide my head
#nwoods, and tremble at a found? No, T am
determined to die, but it thall be in purfuit
of Eliza; for her I will brave the power of
wealth; ithe inveteraey of hatred, and the ari!il
of Jaw ; syea, though Kingd fhould axifc, ,
would defy them. ~ '

I mude fome trifling alterations in my'
figure, taking the patch from my eye, and
the bandage from my arm; in their place
Aubftituting bow legs, and contriving to fink

. in



68 ‘ THEODORE CYPHONY

in my height feveral inches. ‘- Thus deformed,
and decrepidy I ventured again into the main
road, ftriking off towards the feat of my
father. - ’ ‘

- As I paffed along the roads an obje& of ine.
fignificance in the eye of the travellers I met, .
and the villages I paflfed through, .I often
fmiled to-think that my perfon was valued at.
two thoufand pounds, a fum fuélidient to havée
raifed every village upon ‘me. - But whillt k
wandered on_flowly and fad, my thoughts re«
verted to the treatment I had receiyed, and
fmarting as I was under the exalted hand of;
power, I confideréd that policy' demanided
fome facrifice, of that pride, which yet reigned
within me; and I conceived the firange defign
of cafting myfelf on the mercy of rﬁy father,
and trufting to nature for its effeéts. Not
but my heart rankled at" the ufage I-had re-
ceived, and my foul fhuddered at the fate of
the Hanfons; but fomehow I believed him to

"be - privy to the fituation of Eliza,-and to
wrelt
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wreft this fecret from him no medjum was 5
degrading. - - ’

. - About five miles from the houfe of my fa-
ther, as I paffed along the road, agitated by
tempeftuous feelings, which- \toﬂéd me about
at pleafure, a man on horfeback fode by me
in hafte, whom I inftantly. recognized to be’
the keeper of the private mad-houfe, where
I had been fo long confined, and where for
what I knew, Eliza at this moment might be
immured.

- My‘blood boiled in my veins at fight of

- this tool of defpotifm, and I made no doubt
he was returning from the author.of my -
' being, anday woes. Alas! cried I, of what -
materials is compofed the heart of man, that
he can thus delight in deftrution and perfecu-
tion. But now is the teft, now is'the timre I
muft either conquer by fubmiffion or perifh.

The *
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. The hopes I had entertained were confider~

. ably damped by a rencounter which had in
{pite of my ufual prefence of mind fo much
difcompofed me, that unable for a timeto
" proceed, I fat down on the fide'of the road,
giving way to a torrent of tears, felieving the
weight of anguith that oppreffed cefpiration.
The refemblance of the unfortunate Eliza
received my careffes, and invoking heaven
to commiferation, I purlued my journey.
On the preceding day I had changed my men-
dicant attire for the drefs of the country, that \
I might pafs without creating fufpicion,
though I fill retained the marks of deformity.s
It was the dufk of the evening before I afx
fumed coolnefs and and courage fufficient to
rap at the door, and enquire if the Squire was
" at home. '

¢ Yes,” replied the porter, eying me with
curiofity, though he could not penetrate my
difguife, “ My Lord is at home, but he fces

no
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no Mgers, and fo, if yeu have any bufinefs,
my good man, you may deliver it to me.”

«'The bufinefs,” l.re-plied', “is of great
importance to your Lord, itcan be commu-

nicated to no other, and therefore I muft fee-
him.” ’

“ You muf? fee him,” repeated he, “ you
" muf? call again to-morrow.”

¢« No,” faid I, *my good friend, dont
let ushave any mifunderftanding, if my e'égér—
nefs is interpreted inte impertinence, _here it
aguinea to foften the afperity. But what I
have to impart to Squire Cyphon is of very
great importance.” .

¢« Walk into this room, if you ';ﬂeafc, Sir,”
faid he, witha fervile fcringe, « My Lord
is not in the habit of feeing ftrangers, but if
< you will fend.u'p your name, I will venture
todeliver it.” .

{3 MY



72 THEODORE CYPHON.

« My name,” I repligd, « ﬁgnift&é no-
thing. Tell him I come from his i"on, that

I have power even to deliver Theodore into .

hishands, but that I muft firft fpeak to him-
felf, and without witnefs.” -

The porter gazed at me, he feemed as if
he wifhed to fpeak, butas I defired he would
inftantly'go to his mafter, he left the room.
I waited near half an hour, a fubje& of the
moft tormenting fufpenfe ; now thinking that
nature might foften his heart, and that yet he
might relent; then, that’l fhould find his ob-
duracy increafe at this.mark of my fubmiffion.
At length the. porter returned, ¢ My Lord,”
faid he, ¢ after much confideratiom, " has
confented to fee you, but infifts it fhall be in
prefence of a third perfon; a precaution you
‘would not condemn, if acquainted with the
danger he apprehends.”

© ¢ muft either,” replied I, ¢ fee him

alone, or not fee him-at all; were I his fon
he

[
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he might fear my revenge, but as. rt 1s, ‘his;
timidity is puerile.” <

®If f5,” rephed he; F am comm»ﬂ' oned
to ‘offer.you conditions, which are, that you-
allow: yourfelf firft to be fearched, - thit you
may not fecret any weapon in your cloaths,
without- which,. my Lord poffi itively declares,i
yo\; ar¢ not ® b¢ adm1tted"’

B ‘A,v'voalmcfs ﬁxch‘ as'this,”” faid I, « muft
render every moment of your mafter’s life 1
torment ; but as:I am  not ‘come with mur-
- derous intentiéns, I fubmit,” Having un-
dergone this precaution, which exhibited the
terfors and jealoufies of tyranny, I 'was con-
dugled through apartments; I could have tra.
‘verfed without a guide, and delivered by the
porter to another perfon, whom I knew not,
but who, it feems, had charge of every mef-
- fage, and was a kind of centinel ; he opened -

the.door:of - the:chambers iny father wholly
refided in, and bowing down to the floor,"

Now II1, " E repeated,
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~ peated, ¥ My Lord, the ﬁrauger walts to be
-admitted.” . -

.

¢ Let him enter,” faid 'a voice, T diftin-
guithed'as my father’s; and ‘st which every-

nerve trembled, and the blood flulhed romiy -

face. ‘I laid my "hand on. ‘my bexting bofom,.

and felt the piGure of Eliza. I 'becdtne:ae

ence fufficiently mafter.of myfe!Pto dvanve,

and bowing as I entered, was fhut in by the
fervant. . On thetable lay a Brace-of piftols,
_'with a-drawn fword, butall nryattention was
- rivetted on the figure of my father. The
* -plump appearance ‘of manhood ‘was no miore,
' bis features v(ete-diftbrtéd by fufpicion” and

* anxiety, his'eye was rambling and wild, hue

at the fame- time ftern and “ferocious; and
whilt I furveyed the fhattered remains age
and retrofpé&ion contributed perpetually ito
decay, 1 pitied, I trembled, and was'dumb. -

¢ The man,” faid he, “hasinformed'me
and that there, that you know where the re-
. ballidus
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bellious and abandoned man is concealed,

who wat once my fon. Isit true?”
| ‘

/

' . . .

« My Lord,” cried I, cafting myfelf on my
~knees, ¢ it is true, but Hé is not the abans
doned wretch you term him. I, I myfelf,
" am that unhappy, that miferable fon, the
mark of your vengearice, the vi&tim of your
wrath.” . '

" ¢« You!” cried he, ftarting fromn{e, whilft

F thoufand emotions thook his frame, < you

Theodore! and are you then come to murde:
your father?”

" %« No,” faid I, *no, may th‘é univerfe be
thaken to non-entity, if I ever harbour the
thought. No, my father, behold and pity
the obje&t of your rage. Refle& to what the
madnefs of defpair urged me, when the ele&t - -
of my foul was torn frdm me, deftroyed,
polluted, contaminated. Refle&t on all 1
- have endured, on all { have {uffered, then atk
‘ Ea2 yourfelf
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_yourfelf for what? When did I appofe yom:
will but once? Was not not my whole life,
till that moment, a tenor of obfequious obe-
dlence’ Cannot the calamities of a fon touch
your heart with pity? ‘Cannot you feel tl;en
_claims of nature, and reftore me to Eliza, and
my birth right 2 ’

.#¢< ] have fworn,” cried he, glahcing a look
of malice, and ftamping with fury, <1 have
fworn by the heaven of heavens, fhe fhall
mever be yours, I have glutted myfelf to ful-
nefs on the vile worm which arofe to curfe

" me, and deftroy all the plans I had formed .
and that there, for the exaltation of my fami-
ly. But I have caft you off, go, go and par-
take in her company all you deferve. She
is' at this moment a common proftitute, her®
blood is mingled with its original foulnefs,.”
and the blow I received from you on her ac-
count, meafured upon her and her famﬂy

with thunderings.”

o . ' I was
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I was ‘tranfported at this *fpeech beyond -
bearing. I ftarted from the pofture of fup-
plication. I gnathed: my teeth in the wild-
nefs of fury., ¢ Monfter!” cried I, ¢ inexora-
ble tyrant, what power did the fortuitious
chance of my birth give to you? Did it beftow
‘on you the right of torment and deftru@ion?
~ No! there are bounds of tacit compa& in every

connexion. There are degrees of reciprocal
duty, which when broken By the one, ate no
longer binding to the other. From this hour
"I renounce; I deteft you. I tear from my
heart every feeling of filial affe@ion; your
head crowned with grey hairs, will bend as a
blafted tree in the midft of the foreft, and you
will defcend to the grave without a name re-
maining amongft men. I will blaze in co-
lours of blood your infamous chara&er to the
world. I will give you up asan example to -
" tyrants, and the ftings of remorfe, and bitter '
'penit'ence, will create to you, through the
* fhort remains of your precarious exiftence,
the excruciating tortures of hell.” Co
E 3 i He
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" He was too much confounded to reply; he
feemed to labour under want of expreffion,
‘and the fuffocation of rage. He ftood ftill,
his eyes wildly ftaring upon me; my foul was
pierced with mifery, and I haftened away,
refufing to an{wer the fervants, who crouded
- round me to enquire'. ' As I entered the hall,

I heard the voice of my father, commanding .
them to ftop me, but vowing death to any,

- one who attempted to do {o, in a tone and
~ gefture that fhewed the danger of trifling, 1
* opened the outer door and efcaped. '

Tt was a black tempeftuous night, the wind, -

~howled in wild roarings, fuiting the diftrac-
"tion vﬁithin me. My brain feemed on fire,
and the dreadful .ide;a of Eliza a proftitute—
. the angelic form, the divine foul of the virgin

I had loved, polluted by the dregs of fociety, -

~ fixedon my fenfes—I am mad with the re-
fle®ion.—Alas! I fcarcely know what I
write. The defcending rain overwhelmed
me in’torrents, I opencd my bofom to its

i ‘ fury
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fury, I fpread forth my arms to.defy the
elements. I ran forward, I ftopped, I was
diftra@ed. I caft myfelf on the ground, k-
repeated- the name of Eliza; large drops of
fweat gathered on my body, already drenched

with rain. I wifhed to ceafe to be. The .

- _whole world- fwam before my fight, I re~ .
‘joiced in the jarring confufion of theMtorm,
and fhould have fmiled to fee convulfions
warp the earth with diftortions, andhurl the
univerfe into original chaos. Every idea was:
dark as the fecret chambers of the grﬁve, and
my foul feemed‘*ca?abl‘e of rifing above every
form of deftru&ion, of riding on the. wings
of whirlwind and fire..

T have fince wondered that I did not inftant.’
ly deftroy myfelf, but death never croffed my:
refle@ion. I feemed to tower above its.con-
~ “fideration, every mode -of danger vanithing-
into noti'xing. Yet, however the foul may be-
ftimulated to madnefs by paffion, its phyfical
effe@s on the body quickly reduce it beneath.

E4q the:
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the commen torie of :er;e'rgy, and almoft de-

prive it of a&ive power.. Thas a prey toun-
controuled impulfron, I had rambled forward,
T knew not wh%re,"nor regarded how, till a]l
atoncea ﬁupor avefcame me, every objet at
once was fhut out from intelle@ual recogni-
zance, and I funk dowsn upon the: road.

¢ .1 know not how many hours I remained ix
this fituation, .expofed to the violence of the
ftorm, and fteeped in water. The grey ef:
the morning was, juft vifible above the tops of.

the diftant hills, when I again opened my

eyeson a world I had nearly forfaken for ever.}
A burning heat fiffufed itfelf aver my body,.
and circulated through my veins, the certain

Tymptonrof a fever.” I felt a fecret. plea'fljre‘

in the thought, I hugged the. very name .of .
death. T found, however, my prefent fitua-
tion extremely difagreeable, being benumbed

with cold, and.damp, whilft at the fame time
an internal fire devoured me. It was with
extreme dlﬂiculty I advanceda few paces to a

dry -
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dry bank, where I fat down wholly exhauft-
ed, my mind ftill turning to the dreadful ac- .
count I had heard, and which yet tingled in
- my ears. - :

In the tumult of my crouding refle&ions, I
had omitted enquiring where Eliza might be
found, a circumftance that ftarted upon me
as a faint glimmer of hope, and I indulged a

‘fancy that what I had heard might have been -
only a malicious afperfion, an attempt to
. leflen in my fight the perfeQion of female ex-
cellence. Whilft mine eye»turned with in-
difference over the country before me, and my .
foul retired within the receffes of deep reflec-
tion, a finglehorfe cart with 2 man and his
wife, who had been at a neigbouring market,
~came up. They ftopped at obferving my:
fituation, enquiring with the kindnefs of cha--
rity, if I would -accept a caft, as I feemed-

_ fatigued. - o

Es . ‘This
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‘This humanity to me was additionally wel-

_come, having fo' feldom heard the voice of
compaflion, and being really unable to walk,
I confented to enter the cart. I fatdown in
filence, being too weak toanfwer their quef-
tions, and my imagination too bewildered to
attend. I continued in this kind of ftupor
till we arrived at the little town where they
dwelt, but by that time I was become wholly
light-headed, and after much difficulty was
admitted to a thelter under the fhed fupported
by parifh bounty.

From the tempeorary derangement of my
Tenfes, the ftrength of my conftitutien fhortly -
relieved me, buta violent fever flamed through:
my body, and infatiate thirft inceffantly tor-
mented me. The good woman. who. bad by
her interceflion prot;ureél me this éfylum, ‘was
a farmer’s wife, and now and then {fupplied:
-me with fruit, which allayed in fome degree
the fervour of my fufferings.  She had wifely.

o - ‘taken
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taken care of my pocket-book, containingmy-

fortune, well knowing that otherwife my. .

whole perfonal property. would be in a ftate.
of fequeftration.

"E6 - 'CHAP.
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CHAP:. V.

Death bath thy temple raz’d, love's empire foil'd,
The world of honour, worth, and fweetnefs fpoil’d.
. DRUMMOND,

.

AFTER the furor of the malady was
abated, and fn;:ken nature exifted but faintly,
" 1 had leifure to look round on my companions
in mifery, and on the houfe which preferved
us from the weather. Ere this I had wit-
nefled the oftentations.of charity, but now in
the fecret vale, far from the glare of refleftive
pride, where the pittance. was only colle@ed
from thofe who had none to give, and pom-
. pous‘ fubfcription was unknown, I beheld,
I felt the boafted providence for mifery, want,
and worn out age. Co

. Beneath
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 Beneath the_thatch of a tottering building,

- dwelt the outca{’cs of . poverty. Mothers who

had never known the name of wife, were here

‘deferted and forgot. Children, the offspring

. of unprote&ing parents, -or the remains of

fome family whom indigence had ftarved to

deftru@ion, cold, naked, and hungry turned _
the wheel, which is the fupport of this mighty
empire. -

. Left on the world’s bleak wafte forlorn,
In fin conceiv’d, in forrow born,
No guide the devious maze to-tread, =~
Above no friendly fhelter fpread :

. Alone; amidft furroundiug ftrife, .
. And naked to the florms of life, N

Difpair looks round with aching eyegy
"And finking nature groans and Jies.

Fovunuuc Hymns.

Here was the enfeebled peafant bleached
and ftiffened by the mormng dews, the win-.
ter’s cold, ftretched on the flock bed, the pic- .
ture of fammc, and the prcy of difeafe, left’

© s
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to breath out hislaft fighs to heayen, without
a.comfart to foften his way.

Every breath of wind whiftled through the
h(oke;: cafements, being the only. remedy. '
againft the various ill fcents whxch arofe from.
difeafe, and loathfome filthinefs, No plafter
covered the ‘bare walls, formed of irregnlar

. ﬁones, between the interftices of which were.

pegs of wood,. that fufpended pieces of appa-
rel,- rags for the drefling of wounds, and more
difgufting obje&s. Yet into this chamber of .
wretchednels the poor were often denied ad-
muttance. Miferable fons. of the earth, bet-
t€F, better would it be, never to have Been at
all! This was the laft ftage-of life,. when-
ficknefs calls for indulgence, when the part-
ing foul trembles in uncertainty, and fighs
for the aids of friendfhip, when it lingers.in.
the world, and fears to :le;p' into the dark.
ftate of exexperienced exiftence, rendered
gri‘m "by a thouland. hosrors of fuperftition..
' ’ ' No.
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Nohand of comfort was nigh, no voice of
foothing confolation poured balm into the ear,.
the fhrill tones of the magifterial nmfe carrigd
inftant obedience, and the tender part of her
office was loft in callofity of feeling.

The gpothcc&wm?pwwi’th:i@ .

difference ; ‘he was above giving to the fick

thofe hopes which might have contributed to -
linger out exiftence; and even. the prieft,
whom religion fhould have foftened down to.
humanity, entered with fHff cenfiraint. to
mutter a few prayers over the dying vi&im;
that over, he haftened to the revels of mirth.
How unlike the unfortunate Hanfon, whofe.
foul was the emblem of chriftian patience and
goodnefs, but alas! chriftianity is now a name,.
a.mere patipost to.office.

« O Fortune " cried I, ¢is it thus thow
dealeft with the children: of men? Is it thew.
who giveft beds of dawn, and all the varicas.
luxuries of the earth’s predudlion toa fews.

Whllﬁ.
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‘ ~ whilft thou denieft the common enjoyments.of

favage nature to others, emerging them in
wretchednefs and woe? Yet man boafts him-
felf the lord of creation, though finking under
labdur, difeafe, and want.”

It is true there were in this houi'e, whom.
a love of idlenefs had brought there, but thefe
ought not to have been received, or if re-
ceived, employed according to their ftrength.
When the fever ceafed to rage through my
veins, I lay on my wretched pallet in a ftate
fo exhaufted, that nature feemed to have made
her laft ftruggle, and death filently and ﬂowly
to be ftealing upon me.

I felt with fatisfaltion its approaches, I
regarc\ied thie hour of diffolution with a com-
pofure, alone difturbed by the remembrance
of Eliza. The tear flarted in my eye at the
utter impoflibility of once more calling her

- mine; of once more beholding that counte-

" nance which had firft taught my heart to figh,

te.

e -

Luen manedt
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to beat:at the impulfion of love. - 4 Oh!"
- criedI, ¢ that I could prefs thee to my bofom,
Oh! that our fouls might breathe their de-
parture together, and at once leave behind us
this fcene of variegated unhappinefs.”
e One night, when all thhm the houfe was
hufhed, fave the fnoring of the nurfes, and
the moans of the fick, I was difturbed from -
that ftate of imaive refieGtion, when the foul

is bewildered without forming ideas of dife -

tinétion, by deep fighs from one who occupied
the: bed next to mine.. I knéw it to be an
-ulthappy female,> who had Lieen overtaken by
- difeafe im the - pra&ice'of vice. 1 had even
heard that fome circumftances in her life were
partjoularly. pitiablt, .bot:I had not feen 'her,
‘and now:when 'her deep fighs funk into my
foul, I caught the fympathy of dxﬁ.refs, and
turned round to hﬁen

Unhappy' being, thought' I, “this then is
- the end of alife of pleafure, this the goal of a
. : " race
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race i purfuit of gratification ; but perhaps _
thou -wert betrayed, perhaps fome fecond -
Losd D— planned thy deftru@ion. ¢ Oh!»
asied [ aloud, ¢ Omnipotent Being, if indeed.

' thop'looke,& down on the a&ions of men, let.
not luft triumph unpunifhed; and O, pro-
te& from an end liké’ t}ns, the unfortusate-
Ehza.”

“ Who,” faid fhe fdimly, “ who doI hear
cﬂl Eliza i

"The found of her voice ftruck me with the
rapidity of lightning,. and deprived in thag
moment of- {peech, I ftarted up, I made an
effort to throw myfelf: upon her, but en- -
feebled beyond exertion, .I funk again upon-
the bed, in a ftate too painful and too con-. .
" fuféd to admit defcription.

“ O Theodore!” faid fhe, fcarcely loud
enough to be heard, for fhe naw recolle&-
ed me, “ O Theodore! is it indeed you?

Oh!
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Oh! look not upon me, I am vile, .I am
worthlefs.” A burft of tears choaked her ut-
terance for atime. My heart f ‘med torife

to my_throat, and every power of fpeech was '

fufpended. ¢ Miferable that I am,” faid fhe,
“ I prayed to die in obfcurity, but even this
isdenied me. = O Theedore! pity the Eliza

you once loved, pity the fufferings I have

gone through, and Q, pity the weaknefs of
human nature, which held me to life, though
debafed beneath myfelf. But a very few
hours remain to me, I fhall then leave a world
‘where I have had’ little but forrow, where
fhame and mifery have been my postion.”

- ¢ No, no,” cried I, ftruggling for utter-.
ance, ¢ you fhall not, by heaven it cannot

be. You fhall live. You are dear to my
foul, you are my wife, my Eliza, my only

love,”

"« Wound me not fo,” faid fhe, ¢ fpare
‘me, I entreat you, thofe names of endear.
‘ ment

[}
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ment cut meas reproaches, for long funk in’

my own efteem, my very being is loathfome
_tomyfelf, and cannot but be fo to you:”.

. “You wrong me indeed, indeed th do,”
faid I, with vehemence. ¢ I love, I will

love you for ever. Still to me you are the’

fame, I am the origin of all you have fuffered,
But for me you mighthave lived a life of
peace, the humble thatch of the cottage would
have fheltered you, but I turned you out to

. the ftorms of life, I expofled you to the blafts

of power, and if cruel fortune permlts you
not to live, we will dle together; we will fink

at once from bemg, or rife to worlds of im-

mortal exiftence.”

"% You know not, the replied, ¢ what a
wretch I am. Oh!. if my father, when

fere, had forefeen the lot of his daughter, )
“mercy would have taught him to end her

exiftence ; but who would defire life, were the
contingencies within the power of prefcience.

. Tell .

~
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“Tell me, Theodore, how I find you in this
loweft of human habitations. Why did you
dip your hands in the blood of a wretch,
v\;hpfq wery touch was contamination '

¢ Oh!” cried I, ¢¢ that he had ten thou-
. fand lives, my foul would have rioted in ven-
geance: Was it not him who defiroyed us?
Was it not him who blafted our exiftence ?
~Was it not him who ':huriieréd my fon? But
I am rifing to madaefs, and I would fain be
calm. I would, if poffible, fwallow down
the long train of my injuries, that I may not
Tofe the indulgence of the prefent moment in
allowing me to be near.thee—to {peak to the
darling of all my refleions; but I fear, my
Eliza, I fhall exhauft your fpirits, live for
* me, we will fly to fome other kingdom; ‘we

will—" ' '

’

. ¢ Ceafe, ceafe, Jeareﬁ Theqdore,’,-’ faid
fhe, faultering, * this is too ‘much for my .
' ‘ wounded

-
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wouh‘ded "fpjrit to endure. I knpow but top
well that the dart of death even'now rankles in
my heart. I-feel its poifon floating chilly
through my frame, and that nothing can now

fave me.”

* So dreadful a fentence’ feemed too great to
endure. A cold thudder, a convulfive trem-
ble overcame me. I felt a pang as’if every
nerve had been pierced with the acutenefs of
torture, and nature fainted beneath.the fhock.
" It was day before 1 wholly recovered, the
preceding fcene returned on me like a dream,
I doubted its reality, but 1 ventured to mur-
sirer out the dear name of Elizé, and liftened
“tocateh an anfwer.

The nurfe was employed at ‘the other end

of the room ; I raifed myfelf upon the fack "

‘which ferved as a bolfter, and liftened to the
intermitting breathings of 4 broken fleep, that
ferved to dull-thé fenfes without calming the

E fpirits

-
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fpirits of the once charming daughte: of
Hanfon. - - ‘ .

A part of the fheet concealed ber face, I
ventured to remowe it'with one hand, that I
-might againgaze on her- indmyitable -counte-
nance; and -enjoy the filend ﬂlebfuze»of trgaing
thole featuwes that.had faftinated my fenfes ;
but I ftarted back: with horror-at the drgpdful
alteration; the fheet fell from my hand, -and
3 curfe op theiauthor of.all tlns was ﬂﬁng YR~
bidden. - -

Her once ‘blooming face ‘mow -blecnred mo
longer, her features were fwoln with hatdthip
" and:grief, thar eyes were teep funk iin. her
head, the palenefs of fmow, tinted. with-a fitkly
yelow, coloured herdkin, and-carrofwedif=
eafe preyed upon her, like the canker which
deftroys the fnm, and faps the firft pnncxples
of ntaluy :

Y

A fight
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A fight fo fhocking would certainly have
affefted me to excefs, had I been capable of
any exertion, but fo weak was every energy,
- that no new calamity could reach me, or irri-
tate feelings blunted beyond the power of
ftimulation. When the firft fenfations.of dif+
guft were fubfided, I ventured to take another
view of the fuffering fair, ‘'who whilft alive

_was fubjected to the empire of corruption.
1 even traced with fondnefs the remaining
lineaments of features, where once envy’s felf
would in vain have fought a fault, and on
which I had often gazed with fecret rapture.
But who cah tell the tortures of my mind,” if
a mhoment admitted refle®ion. I durft not
glancea look at rétrofpection. 1 would have
-wept for Eliza, but I found it was impoflible,’
1 found my grief too deep, dnd I wﬁhed for'
diffolution.

HEET L U I

The fair fufferer awoke with a ftart; and
‘tonvulﬁve kind of gafp, the raifed her cyes
e . . * feebly

.
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feebly towards me, but alas! they.conveyed
only languid dejetion, every higher animation®

being gonei” No more did they beam with

etherial expreflion—no.more did .they thine.
with intelleQual medning. They.indeed re:
tgined a power, but-it wis the ‘power’ of ex-’
hibiting humanity {unk by excefs of pain, and

_deadened to further endurance.

/

. 4'had now found the obje&t for whom I -had’ |
alone:confénted to live, but to find her in this
fituation, in.the loweft ftate of expiring life, -

- deftroyed the pleafure I had expeéted from her

ﬁghf. I'had, however, no other motive to
live, than for her, and by the help.of my.
friendly countrywoman, I'exerted myfelf to
procure her fome affiftance Too enfeebled
myfelf; I gave the tafk wholly toher, and as
money will procure civility and attention from
an enenty, Eliza  was fomething better pro..’
vided .for, though- every-hour ‘cdnvinced me-
that the malaﬂy was toadeep for rexiwval, and
thatia decline had long preyed upon‘her.

You. III. F ‘ I forbore
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I forbore from tendernefs to touch on her
misfortines, but” from the farmer’s wife I
“learnt fome particulars, ;vbich, if poflible,
ftrehgthened my hatred againft the man, who
could in mere wantonnefs murder every feel-'
ing of humanity. It appeared that fhe had
“been traced by fome inftrument of my father’s,
to the houfe of a cottager in a diftant part of
the country, where the had found fhelter, and
earned her bread by labour. With this cot-
tager fhe lived in fancied fecurity, till the had
recovered from the effe&ts of the’violence the
had fuffered. After this fhe was apprehended
as an acceflary to the murder of~ Lord D—,
and confined for many months, but at the
interceflion of my father, and no perfon ap-
pearing againft her, fhe had been liberated.

This appearance of lenity gave colour to -
his a&ions, and brought her deeper into his -
power, for being now turned on the world
without. meney or -friends, her chara&er
blafted, and laying under fufpicion of murder,

- ) L no
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no one took compaffion on her fuﬁ'eringé, and
thofe who knew not my- father, condemned-
Her ftory as the forgery of ingratitude. Thus-
driven from ever& refource, and encompafled -
‘roind by the lines of the fpoiler, the was af~
failed by ter;xptations, fortitude could fcarcely
refift, and fhe took the refolution of hiding
herfelf in the fields, where fhe might die un- -
obferved. ) S

The villain who kept the private mad-
‘houfe, was chofen as the inftrument of exe-
cutive vengeance, a vengeaﬁce fo brutal, that
even his abandoned foul ﬂ;uddgred at phe pro-
‘pofal, being only brought to conform by
threats of punifhment for his former a&ions,
In a fate of weaknefs which déprived her of
the power of refiftance, again was the wife
of my bofom violated, and contaminated with
a difeafe that inftantly fixed upon a conftitu- ‘
tion already far declining.

Fa : Humbled
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Humh\ed beneath the duft the was now left
forlorn, abandoned . to the mercy of thc

elements, ~ She poffefled not courage to.

. puta pesiod to her being, for. broken  hearted,

all her firmnefs was gone; and thus a burden
to herfelf, fhe’ hngered for a time on the of-
ferings of the compaffiionate, when, finking
down before the.door of a gentleman, . fhe was.
under his dire@ion conveyed to the, place,

where I once more found her.

A detail like this was ill' calculated to. re-
ftore rqppfe to my. bofom, or give ftrength

fo my ﬂow!y recovering health. Indeed, I

had no longer one fingle wifh to live, .except
that I might not leave behind.me. my injured

wife, for fuch. I confidered herin defiance of -
the decrees of lawyers, and the outrages of -

aujelty.

1 watched with fearful apxiety fhe vifible

advances of death, for hours hanging over her
languid

et e -
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‘ languxd form, whilt our fighs refponfively
exprefled-the unutterable feelings of our fouls.
‘Every day deduced from my hopes of her re-
covery, as every day produced an alteration
“vifibly for the worfe. Spafms at intervals de-
prived her of felf-command, and fhook her
‘frame alrpoﬁ, to diffolution, her voice wa$
“funk int6 faint and languid fentences, and
fcarcely an hour feemed allowed her to live.

. | p:nd no atténtion ‘to my own weakrnefs,
‘exerting eVery faculty to fetve'her, whilft in
‘tutn fhe endeavoured to ‘foften thie diftrefs fie
“faw ‘prey upbn he, and which huft her feel-
‘ings ot yet weened frém that ‘tendernefs,”
‘whofe exiftence commenced the firlt hotr we
‘beheld each othier, and which every fuccéed-
ing interview increafed and cemented.

Exhaufted with fatigue, I'had fufftred iny-
felf tofall in a kind of doze towards mid-
nighit, Wwhen I was awakened by a touch of
hier hiand, already chilled, and clammy with
death. F3 “ Theodore !”
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~

“Theodore !"” faid fhe, foftly, ¢ My huf-
band, I would fain once more hear your voice.
I am going.”

¢ Stay,” cried I, ftarting-up, and prefling
her hand to my lips, almoft unconfcious of
what I faid or did. ¢ Stay, I conjure you,
my Eliza, one day—give me only one day
more, my angel, my friend.” '

O Theodore,” faid -fhe, ¢ death had no
 terrors for me, till this meeting with you. I
- withed to repofe in the arms of my father, to

layimy head on the lap of my mother; I with-
ed to embrace the etherial fpirit of our child,
but I find that my hufband ties and attaches
me to life—I feel—Theodore—my—it is

done.” '

_ . Clouds of. darknefs fwam before my eyes.
_Chaos broke in upon my fenfes. I threw
myfelf upon the bed, and embraced the inani-
_mate remains of the in ured faint, whofe foul
. had

.
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‘had for ever departed from its unworthy habi-
“tation. . Wrung with infufferable anguifh, no
exclamatioh could -give expreflion. to the
poignancy of my feelings. My fpirit made
an effort to efcape, and deeply groaned at its
1mpaﬁ'able durance.

They endeavoured in vain for fome time
- to part the corpfe from my embrace, my arms
-enoircling it with a firm hold, as if I feared
lofing fome invaluable poffeffion. ‘The whole
circle of feeling feemed to have been ex-
haufted. by my prior calamities, fo true it is
that by familiarity, either pleafure or pain lofes
itseffe@s. A dreadful calm fucceeded, I was
convinced of the irreparability of my lofs, and
my _minci broaded in filence on the moft eligible
means of .recovering her fociety, for, faid I,
fhe fhall never come back to me, but I may
\go to ber.

* With difficulty I .prevcnted the overfeers
putting ber in one of their miferable fhells.
F4 . A I had
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J-hai even-the firmuefs to take a:daft kifs of
derfiallid chéck—a laft look at -her emacidted
“form, before.I-allowed - them 4o fciew down
‘1hc coffin,- which was.decked with flowers.
" But when thexhclaacholy proceflion, . mourn-
ful and flow, moved along,. zttended by the
weeping maids and mothers, who owned her
‘misfortunes when :the nosmore tegarded .the
aworld ;- when the ‘bell tolled folemn, every
Rroke was as the pang.df.déath, and:I found
itimpoffible to attondchor tosthe. grave. -
T T e B S :
.~ ‘When I'heardithe! bell angounce the .finifh
of the ' fad cevemony, I folt 2 pang of mad-
nefs uth-through' my brain, and/a defire to fly
and tear her .from -the depthsnof: the grave.
But again I became. calm,. .again- gave way to
the profoundeft. melancholy

I had now ferioufly refolved to die, but k
was undetermined as to the mode I fhould
adopt; for I withed at the fame ftroke to
plant. irremoveable remorfe and everlafting

. {hame
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ﬁ)ame in the breaft of the, cruel monﬁer, whe
could unpitying give a loofe to the virulence
. of over-bearing paffion:

Aftei much confideration I adopted the -
putpole of making himfelf the executioner of
his own punifhment, which I knew wonld
brand him with univerfal infamy, and fhatter
atonce thé high caftle of -pnde and power he
had' fo delighted to ere&, and whofe founda-
“tions were laid in blood and deftru&ion. In
this purpofe,. ds foon as my:ﬂr‘ength permitteds
I left the workhoufe, haftening to the next.
Magiftrate, to whom I defired admittance.

« I am come,” faid ¥, ¢to inform againft
a murderer, for whom two thoufand pounds
are offered by Squire Cyphon.” - '

" ¢ Are you certain you have the right per-
fon,” Taid he, ¢ as a miftake in a matter of
this nature is particularly dangerous.”

Fs “Tam
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c replied I; ¢“that I am
the man, and I demand to be committed to

¢« I am fo certain,’
_prifon, that juftice may be fatisfied.”

¢ Refled,” faid he, “ what you are about
to do, I have yet power to fuffer your efcape,
. as you are here on your ewn teftimony.*

«¢ I have confidered, Sir,” faid I, « I am
perfe@ly calm, and wifh that one guilty of fo
_enormous an offence, may no. longer remain
~ unpunifhed.” ¢ My duty then,” he replied,
¢ is to commit you, though I confefs my re-
luétance.” -

I was accordingly condu&ed to the county
gaol, where I now continue—where I ‘have
employed my melancholy hours in writing a-
narration, I could not have pronounced. My
intention. was to leave behind me this tefti-
monial, which might excite the tear of friend-
thip from you and your daughter,.and be the
only tribute of gratitude I can give to thofe,

: wha
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who though they knew me not, yet beftowed
en me the gifts of friendfhip and love."

~"But asI find I have not many days to res
main in this world, and as then this paper
might never reach your hands, I have con-
trived a mode of conveyance. Should I be no
more by the time you receive it, I bequeath
to you the unwelcome office of interring me
_ befide the remains of Eliza. To your daugh-
ter I give the portrait of that murdered angel,
as the moft valuable of all my pofiéflions. To
you both be peace.

F6  CHAP,
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IT was not without ffequent interfuption

that Hanfoa had been enabled to ﬁmfh anar- -

rative, .that .ﬁlled him with mdlgnatlon and
gr,\ef The fa,te of his ﬁﬁey who had been
his favopnte, thc abon}mablc v;oLenc,e ﬂ]ehad

~fuﬂ'ered,, and ;he Ppesfecytion of his fnqnd,

altogether raxfed within him 3 t]u;,ﬁ for xe-
venge ; and like the Arabian, who meafures
death on the murderer with his own hand, he
folemnly vowed, that the grey hairs of Cy-
phon fhould not defcend to the grave in peace.
This intention he however concealed for the
prefent, as he had to exert every ability to
footh the weep‘ing Eve,” who was nearly dif-
traCted at the thought of Theodore’s imprifon-
ment, and the impending darknefs hovering
over his fate.

hrad
1

Omy.

\
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« O myfather," faid the, caﬁihg ‘herfelf

into the,arms of the trembling Shechem, from .

whofe eyes' dropped tears, liké the oil which
defcended on the beard df Aaroh “«0 myfa-
dier, cannot i‘xe be faVed cannot he be re-
fored to s, cannot e ‘carry’ up fo thé’
ﬂ’rrOne a pentxo'n for mércy° "' L

"4 I fear not)’r repllcd the j'ew, f‘ he is

guilty of mutder, and this crivhe cannor be

pardoned. But we will go, we will en-
de;w'oilf‘by‘oﬁr ;;re[‘enéé"t'b' (often hiis afftiGtion.
Confider, aridbe calm, my deareft girl. Doft
thou not fee that life'is become loathfome to
_ eur frie’nd and that the fufpenﬁon of his fate
would be bﬁly addirig duraﬁon to’ his fuffér.
ings: . Leths then: ontjs feek to “eafe the irk-

fomenels: of his’ ftay, aﬁd by the offices” “of -

fnendfhlp diﬂip‘ate, ia degrée, the }onelmefs
of a-dungeon; and refle@ fome ray of I')nght.
nefs through the infhrouding gloom.”

¥ 4

e " n

-
-t
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.. It was in vain Hanfon exerted all his elo-
quence to dry the tears of Eve, whofe grief
wounded him to the heart, ‘and was not a little
augmented by refle@ing, that affeCtions fo
fixed on another, had little chance of turning
on himfelf. But thefe fentimeats he con-
cealed with fedulous care, as of all moments
none could be more unfit than the érefent to
declare himfelf,- when every confideration
was, abforbed in the fate of Theodore. .

" He had at times flattered himfelf (for wha
that loves does not, however abfurd his pre- .
tenfions) that Eve beftawed on him an efteem
fomething fuperior to friendfhip. *Tis true
the liftened with delight to his difcourfes, fhe
even courted his eompany, and when he went
out often defired him not to ftay, but this
might be merely a with of fociety, her fe-
cluded life, not. allowing her the diverfity of
common vifitants.

Preparation
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Preparation was’ now made for a hafty
journey, though neceffarily delayed longer
than the impatience of Eve allowed, from
the many concerns Shechem could not leave,

- without throwing his affairs into confufion.
Thus Hanfon, who liftened to every wifh of
her whom he fought to oblige, as well as to
his own defire of once more embracing the
friend of his youth, prevailed on himfelf to
forgo the pleafure of efcorting Shechem and
his daughter, fetting out the fame evening for
the refidence of his brother-in-law Edward,
which lay upon the r_oﬁd to Theodore.

Whilft the chaife waited at -the door, he
ftepped into the apartments of Eve to bid her
adieu, and once more to entreat fhe would
hope for the beft.

o« Alas!” fhe replied, ¢ I am convinced of

my weaknefs. - I know that it is impeffible

he can be faved, and I fhall for ever be mife-

rable.” K o 5
¢¢ Not
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“ Not'fo(” faid Hanfbn, trembling, ¢ Not

fo, I hope. Ah! how readily would I'ex-
change fituations, if I could g:ve peact to
Eve.” .-

“ You mitake,” faid the, blﬁﬁﬁhg, andl
turning down her eyes that were dimmed with
tears, «¢ Theodore is the hufband of Eliza.”

Hanfon knew not what to re‘ply,-li.e withed -

to fay much, but at this moment he could
fay nothing. ‘He gazed upon her for an in-
ftant, he atteinpied to fpeak, but Bowing,
filently he hurried into the chaife.

«“You miftake, Theoddre is the hufband of
Eliza;” repeated he to himfelf, as the chaifé
drove off. ¢ Can fhe then regard me with af-
fe@ion? Yet why folament Theodore? That

the loved him I know, fhe h s confeled it to.

fhe; biit'what am ¥ to conclude from this,.
furely e meant fomething more thurd com-
mon. I'wasa fool not to afk an explanation.”

Thus

AR
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Thus Hanfon reafened; and from 2 fimple
seply flattered himfelf that he: iwas not wholly
an- abjeét of . indifference to Eve.: 'Fhefe re-
fle@ions, as He drew nigh the houfe of .Ed-
wdrd, \gave'placeé to.{cenés he had now to en:
counter, and-he prepared 't0 meet with. ﬁrm»
aefs anyaﬂdmonsof ik fortune.

He learnt from his ﬁﬂers that Edward had
fet out the preceding nightforthetown where

‘Theodore was confined, .thiat he ‘miight 'be

prefentfat His trinl;-and by his compady: fup-
port this firmmefsiin a moment fo terrible.
Sheisddéd; that!thqy had nivhoges. of his ac!
quites]) -he bemg nefolme mil'ﬁs'detemimmwn
of fuffering. ‘

iIGlad éven'to find that Theedore yet lived,
he took -a hafty leave of his fifter, withoutl
daring to mention to her the fate of Eliza, it
being a fubjeét on which he durft riot truft his
own feelings, as it never rofe in-his:mind, un-
accompanied by vows of retaliation. '

. : Obliged
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‘Obliged to put up on the road, he retired
early to his chamber, that he might more
readily be at liberty -to purfue: his journey at
an early hour © Whilft undrefling, he heard
the voices of two perfons in ‘the -adjoining
room._ The onein atone of a.dvice, the other
in that of complaint, wkich naturally attra&-
ing his attention, he flood ftill to liften.

¢« Truft to my henour;” faid one, I would
advifé you in this cafe {o.as fhall be moft be-
neficial to you and Sir Richard. Befides, you
muft be confcious. that to’ have xecaurfe tq -
law with a man of his firqpdaty, Is only bring-
-ing on yourfelf cert3in ruin, withouta fhadow

of redrefs.” 3
¢ And then,” ‘fuid the other, ¢¢ are the
laws fo ineffe@ual, “or are they made only for
‘the rich? Had this infamous fcoundrel feduced
the daughter of one rich as himfelf, dusft he,
I alk,"have left her with impunity? Would

not the law have given him redcefs ¢ )

1 Why'
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¢ Why, if fhe had been an heirefs, - it
might have been capital I grant,. but your
daughter you know is without. any fortune,
and he offers to compound genteeily.” |

“ And fo,” cried the father in a rage, and
ftamping.on the ground, ¢ becaufe my daugh-
is poor, fhe is to be fuined by a d—d fcoun-
drel, apd turned off when he has fatisfied
himfelf, ’Tis true fhe has no promife of
marriage in writing, but he certainly gave
her a verbal engagement, and I will
bring an adion againft him.. I will try if
jultice cannot for once be had by a poor-
man.”

~ ¢ Will you hear me calmly,” faid the
lawyer, ¢ this is a cafe where you muft {ub-
mit. ‘There is no law on your fide but what
will not be effe®ive. You may profecute -~
him indeed for the lofs of her labour during
her pregnancy and nurturage, but‘then the
damages will be trifling, and not to the amount

of
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of the compenfation he offers;* befides he
will provide her a hifband, and give them 2
fnug farm, fo thatin fat the honour he has
done you,-is an advantage which you could

not have expected.”

¢ And this is juftice,” replied the other,
“ one man fhall be hanged for feducing ‘an
heirefs, another thall pay a trifling fine for fe-
ducing a girl, perhaps muck fuperior in every
‘point except fortune; and even ‘that pitiful
compenfation muft be fued forin thé moft de-
_grading manner, ds if fhe was a beaft of ‘the
field who-had réceived-a darnage that rendered
her unfit for labour, and whofe lofs of ‘time
muft be made good to the owner.”
" The next day brought him to the town
whiete Theodore was confined, to whom after
fome difficulty and bribery he was admitted; a
faint light fhone through the gratéd opening at
the top of the cell, fcarcely fufficing at firft to
Paley’s Philofophy. Vol. I.
trace
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trace an obje&t, but the eye foon accommo-«

-da;ixfg itfelf to the gloom, . perceived the €na.
gines of confinement, bolts and chains. On
alitter of ftraw {at the. heart-broken Theo-
dore, in whom the beauty of youth had. .
bloome& and was gone. He was unchained,
they haying no apprehenfion of his attempting
an efcape, after a voluntary furrender, though.
it was well known with . what facility he had.
eluded his former keepers, and with what:
fuccefs he had fecreted himfelf from every re-
fearch.

When Hanlon entered he was. fitting, his-
hands {fupporting his head, -whilft the.portrait.
of Eliza lay before him, _t?xe fubjeét-of - deep.
meditation. . He looked up at the epening. of-
tﬁe door, he gazed wnth avague remembrance, -
upon Hanfan, but till he heard the found of
his voice, was unable to fix .certainty to his,"
perfon; fo.r,-thoug!:.the,features wese familiar,

" he had fo perfuaded himfelf of his death, or.

: ~ . ftation

) ~
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ftation at an impaffable diftance, that reflec-

tlon never glanced towards him.

“ e s it poffible,” faid he, in'a voice too en-

feebled to take the tone of fatisfa@ion. ¢ Is’

it poffible you can be here in the dungeons of
a prifon, whom I thought had long fince been
dead ? How have you efcaped the ‘deftru@ion
which was fufpended over you?! What clue
has conduéted you to this my laft earthly ha-
bitation ?” ' o

« I grieve,” replied Hanfon, taking his
"hand and fitting down on the ftraw befide him.
« My foul is afflicted at this meeting. Isthis
the pleafure our youthful im;ginations-had
contrived for the years of manhood? Is this
~ the end of our felicitous fchemes? O Theo-

+dore! no more fhall I tafte fatisfa&ion, fince .

you, fince my beloved fifter, and my parents,

are fallen the viGtims of miftaken and terrible
paffion.” '

4 “Yet

—— k.
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¢ Yet fhall the tyrant feel,” faid Theodore,
raifing his eyes with fomewhat of fire, ¢ I
from this miferable cell ‘will launch the dart
of remorfe into his heart, and’ avenge the fall-
of your fifter,”

* «¢ But how,” faid Hanfon, ¢ by deftroying
yourfelf ! Were it ‘not better, even now to
endeavour to efcape? I am affured there are
' no witnefles againft you, and confider if
this voluntary furrender does not conftitute
fuicide.” '

«« No more of this,” replied he, ¢ I would
not for all the world contains be much longer
itsinhabitant. Common place paffions might
be fatisfied to live, but 1 have no defignsrno
purpofe—no purfuit. - I have been harraffed
in every form. I have endured beyond the
powers of human pature. I have loved with
anardour not to be.-deftroyed, but now it is
nearly overy and I will.'d_ie."

Determination .
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Determination fo fixed as this, Hanfon at-
tempted not to remove.' But after a moment’s
_ refleCtion, he prevailed on himfelf to offer
what the moft exalted friendfBip could neither
" have expe&ed nor defired.”

“Theodoré!” fuid ‘he, « I atn’ fatishied
your prefent hatred of life arifes from the lofs:

'you have fuftained in my-fiter. To give you"
then a motive to live, is 'only to give yon

a new paflion. You are fenfible that the
daughter of Shechem Benfadi beheld your
merits with partiality ; that from the hour

you became her deliverer, fhe cherifhed for
you a.fecret love. She is poffeffed of every '

quahﬁcanon which can render a woman ami-

able, aud without thofe frailties fo very com-

‘mon, ‘and {o very difgufting. She is peculi- -
arly fuited to pleafe you as a companion, and-

I fee no obftacle to prevent your ~accepting .

that postion of pleafiire-you'yet mayattain.”
\ ; ) T e

s I have

-~
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. “T have yet tolearn,” an{wered Theodore,
by what accidenteyou have made acquaintancy
with the man who fhould give chriftianity the
blufh;-and to- anlwer your adyice withput
confidering it, would not be the part of prus

dence. . I held myfelf to. blame for not flying
from her the firft hour fufpicion" told me her
Tentiments, and therefore when difengaged
from Eliza, I coolly refleed if I could any

- way contribute to the peace I might acéidppglj

have hurt; but I felt within myfelf that nature

was wounded to the center, and that it was

morally impoffible I thould continue long. I

felt alfo, that however I might efteem her as

‘ a.friend;. beyand that every feeling was en-

[ gaged to the remembrance of- Eliep,, and that

had my hesith- been pesfed, and the -promife

-of years yetin flore been given me, -1 copic!

not have fa behaved, . but that fhe muft t{c;ticé _

+ my coplnefs-of aﬂ;‘c&xon, and thus svery mo-
ent of her life would have been 1mbnttered

and grief preyed upop her in ﬁlence For[

* know well that Eve is too tender to divide the

v Vour. 111 G affections
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affe&ions of a hufband, or indeed to be fatis- *
fied with the.common expreffions of regard.”

Hanfon was not, perhgps, chagrined at the
negution of his propofal, he found his friend

. unchangeably firm in his refolutions; and to

-

put off for a time the fenfe of his immediate
fufferings, he related his journey through
Arabia, with obfervations on the manners of
men, defcribing them in every ftage, from~the
fimple Hindoo who fed on fruits in the woods,
20 the Monarch ‘who ftruts in imperial pomp, ~
as un&ured with folly.

Bcfore the concluf on of a narratlon, en-
gaging to*Theodore, Edward enteredethe cell,
and informed them that Squire Cyphon had
zetained a lawyer of great abilities as counfel
ir favour of the prifoner; that the pleaof in-
fanity was to be infifted on, which feveral
country people, and the keeper of the mad
houfe, were to fupport by fads. '

Theodore
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"Theodore was filent" at this, he. feemed to
»confiden in himfelf fome concern of ‘moment,
evading reply by defiring Hanfon to go on,
_and leave matters of {o trifling in 4mport'te
fome future difcuflion. They remained the:
greateft-paxt: of Yhe' day in “the prifon, their
company reftraining the- fatal indulgence of \
grief-awhich fapped the enérgy of Theodore.
Aboyt an hour after their rewurn to the inn,
Shechema :Benfadi and bis daughter .arrived.
Som.e little confufion was vifible in the .meet-
ing of the latter.with Haafon, but grief fo
.choaked her. utterance, that fanguine hope
could draw ne conclufion to reckon on.

..+ Asit was impofible fo l»ate,t_oi)q admitted
t0. Theodore, the -benevelence of friendthip
bad longer to endure (ufpenfe, a fufpenfe that
was beanefigial to Eve, as her fafigue, added
to .the agitation. of her;mind, rendered -her

" . listde ahlp;te fuftain the fhock of beholding the
man fhe: firft Joved;: and whom, even now fhe

xeyrded with: the tendereft affeCtion any other
. G2 ] name
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' name might warrdnt, in the abodes of 2 com-
mon gaol, whofe gloem alone "was terrible;
dut how mueh more dreadful'when coané&cd .

imth dcath,’ xinder cxrcum&ances fo aweful

"- Her foul thrunk fearfull»y from: ﬁhqthouglm
of bolts and. chains; whofé "difmal clan_knng
already founded™in her ears: But thepaliid
countenance of Theodoré, the-trembling eye
Jf fuffesing, the already fancied tarhéd‘upon
hér, "almoft deprivedher of fufficient fortitude
‘once more to- {peak to her friend, Before he
-fearful day of‘tnﬂ, on wlnch wasfufpcnded

)

Labouring indes fo much agitation, i is
not to be fuppofed: that fleep.prefonted images
of pleafure, ‘ot calmed to'repofe: the labour-
ing mind of this daughter of Jerufalem.. By
turns Theodore and’ Hanfon oecupied the
moments denied to intetrupted flumiber. $he
had long been confcious of:the attachmeht' of

‘the latter to her, as every ook and every ac-
: ’ tion
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tion fufficiently exprefled it ; fhe was .noY

-blind to his merits, and the native foftnefs of
her heart tanght her to pity any who loved.
When once a woman beholds with pity
the attachment of 3 man to herfelf, love
is not far from the- heart, though circum.
flances may prevent the extenfion of its em-
pire. Theodore.was loft to her in being already
martied, and much of fier affeQion naturally:
reverted to Hanfon, who was not uxid,efqrv-

ing, .and who was prefent to catch every mor

ment of tendernels 5 for afluredly the pafﬁ_&'
of mankjnd are wrought on by the prefant of+
jets, and what love is fo refined as to c;oh-
tinue its exiftenee, when gratification is irre-
vocably prefcribed, and the objedt itfelf re-
moved to a diftance. cherthélefs, that cer-
tain fomething, whichis not to be defcribed,
and which binds us to the obje& we have once
held valuable, fufpended the refolution of
"Eve; and though fhe ,was fatisfied Theodore

would never be: neaier to her, though -

the now. did not even with it, fhe wavered in
. 3
Gy her

«'
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her mind, and could-not refolve on accepting
Hanfon: SO '

The refult of many hours meditation, was
o wait the event of the trial, befote the held
out to Hanfon any‘éncoutagernent, orallowed
him tohope that'it might-{tilk be in her choice
to remain free, or give him herhand, when
fhe thould find how- the fate of T'headore afs
feQedher, it being confined on-the points-af
" drath, or confinemient for life on the ftatute
of infanity. ~ She endeavoured -to ' réconcile
her mind to either of thefe’ events)  and:as
misfortune when it advances before: our -fight
lofes much of its weight, fo Eve became
calmer as reafon had room to refle&.

On the following day, after embracing
Theodore, Shechem left to Hanfon and Ed-
ward the care of his daughter, propofing to
ride to the country feat of Squire Cyphon, and
endeavour to dive into his intentions, and if
poflible.prevail on him to fuffer his fon to

efcape,,
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efcape, fhould they eftablifh the plea\oi in-
famty . R

He had rode listle more than eight miles,
when the chaife overturned on the pért of a
road which was reparing, and the axle being
broke, he was obliged to walk to a little,ales
houfe at half a mile’s diffance, there to waie
till another could be procured, age and in-
firmity rende:lné him incapable of fitting &
horfe. N :

Whillt he took fome refrethment in an
upper room, he obferved a large favage look-
ing man ride up and difmount; foon after(a.
chaife, attended by three fervants well mount-
ed and armed, drew up to the door. He ad-
vanced to furvey this new comer, not with--
out fome fufpicion, the i inn not bemg of ap-
pearance fufficient to invite the dlgmﬁed tra~
veller to refrefh.

d

G4 He:_



¥28 . THEODORE CYPNON.

He perceived a middle fized man get out
with the help of his fervants, on whom he
Yéaned to the houfe ; in his face was obferved

.a deep melancholy beneath a frown, which
fpread over every feature the darkeft gloom ;
Mis eye was turned with hafte and fufpi;:ion
on every obje&, and witheut knowing why,
Shechetm immediately concluded it tobe Squire”

Cyphon himfelf. :
» . e

A little confufed at unexpe&edly meeﬁng
the man he was going to feek, and whofe
chara@ter of imperious vindi®tion was im-
printed on every lineament ‘of a face, wher#
time and difappointment had made many ra-
vages, he fat down to confider on his line of
a&tion. ) ' -

He fufpe&ed fome defign to be in agitation
relative to Theodore, and the firft perfon,
whofe ill looking vifage he difliked, he judged
to be the keeI;_er of the mad houfe. Whilft

o ' - be
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*he’ “fat ‘confidering whether . or. ‘'no he
. fhould declare himfelf, he heard them ‘enter
“the room immediately adjoining, where after

fome general obfervations, Squire Cyphon

vopehed the bufmefs of then meetnng
ASEY [ O [ )

¢« And fo,” faid hc, “ you fee, after all my
fchemes, and that there, this obftinate boy

“will outwit fne ‘at laft; and efeape from the =

<ircle of my power, -if we do ‘not contrive
forne imafter ﬂmk&” ' :

« Let me alone, 1T} anfwer with my neck,”

" replied’the bther, I havea clever fet of

fellowws that-will fwear 2 man’s alive who has

deen buried - thefe .qep yeaxs; ‘and beflides,

fookee,’ T-knows whatsthe'ge; 1 few fhiners

 tippedto Fknowsiwho,-to drink his Majefty’s

health, will bring it in_lunacy, as fair and

de’vcrdscreamanm Bedlam oL
I N AT Lo

‘% All that there,” returned the tenden'fa~

ther, “I kiow-weé Mall manage, T will

! Gs fpase
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. fﬁarc noexpence, and that there,. rather thare
eneof the Cyphons thould fwing on 2 commen.
gallows. Heavenandearth! my name would®
be eternally blafted.. Buf what I would is
this—when we-have him again, how. fhall we
keep him, and that? He will break through

your fecurities.”

«Truft me, Fknows: aiig worth two of
- that.:, _,Let me have him once akam, and he
ncver ﬁ;bre fees the bleffed hght of the fun.”

“ qu do-you mean,” faid'Cyplion, lower- '

ing his voice, ¢ You :do not intend to make
~ away withi him, and that? . Though—to be
fure,. it would: be a-happinefs if he; was dea.d',.
pro;'ide‘d -my name w3s unfullied, and my in-
jured honour fatisfied. That blow which he
gave me in deﬁance of my will, the oppofi-
tion he has mrade, and the degeneracy he has
_ fhewn about that ftrumpet daughter of Han=--
- fon, has deftroyed all my pity:; - and yet, and:
" that there.--No, he muft not be murdered.’”,
g Shechen),

T
Vd -

N
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Shechem fhuddered at words like thefe, he
could not perceive the countenances of the
fpeakers, and therefore knew. not how far the
keeper agreed with fentiments fo- fanguinary,
but it not being his place to prefsany argu-’
ment ‘of «deﬂm&xon, he feemed to drop the

Aaﬁ'alr, pnd turn the dxfcourfe to another ob-

. jeck. -

¢« I have,” fand he, ¢“a fchemein my hqad,‘
for I've ahgrcat itch totravel.. ‘Lintend going

to America; now fuppofe I carry i_a_yer Theo-
dore, and fettle there, you will: be for ever.

freed from him, and 1 will anfwe; no tales-

are told.”

" The chaife which was intended for She-
chem now rolled up to the doer-; he had loft:

‘ any inclination for an interview with a man-

in whom nature was reverted, and rejoicing-

that accident had given him an infight into
.intentions -he fhould. otherwife have little

T G 6 credited, -
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credited, he haftened back to imjpart his dife
<overy, and concert with Hanfon and Edward
fome fcheme of fruftration. :

I rejoice,” faid Hanfon, ¢¢at this fortue
nate difcovery, we fhall traverfe the defigns
of the enemy, and permit them to perform
for us, what our own want of power is incom-

petent to. When by their projeQions Theo-

dore thall be acquitted of the murder, I and
‘his coufin will ftep forward in the face of the
eourt, and offer surfelves bondfimen for his
fecurity. 'We will parry the claims of the

father, by declaring -that thus will be re--

moved the odium of fufpicion from: hishfelf,

and convince the world that he has aled from .

upright principles, and nof from difappeint-
mentand pride. o

So flattering a promife feemed to flath like

a dawn of hope upon the: friends of Theodore,
which ‘was the more readily receved, ss pni-
- bability

-
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babrhty appeared in its favour;’ theugf\ leaft
fome unforefeen event might oceur, it was to
remain wholly with themfelvcs '
Thepdore,' as. the day of trial advanced, -
became more colle@ed in himfelf, he feemed
to have acquired a degree of firmnefs, and
ceafed to mention Eliza; but as to his inten-
tions they were doubtful, -as he feduloufly
guarded againft any expreffion glancing that
way.

As the day drew nigh the refolution of Eve
began to faulter, fhe had intended witnefling
. the trial, but her heart failed, and fhe found
it impoffible.  She almoft wifhed to return to
London, that the certainty might be longer
unknown, and would probably have been in-
~ . fluenced by this weak argument, had not the -
4 _prefence of Hanfon’s fifters réftrained her, and
- in fome degree fupported her droopmg fpirits. ™~

~ .~ ‘ 4 The
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. The affizes were begun in . the.town, and -
but for the influence of Squire Cyphon the
trial of Theodore had been: firft brought on,
his crime being of the higheft charge, ftanding
mext to treafon in the penal law, and equal to
[itin the law of nature.

\
-

CHAP.
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CHAP. VII.

Yes, I do think you might pardon him,
And neither Heaven nor man. grieve at the mercy..
. ’ By

A Trial of fo.uncommon a nature was
matter of univerfal curiofity and expe&ation
sumour having already_f{pread the particulars,
which touching on the paffions of man, few
but were convinced of the prifoner’s guilts .
.and yet at.the fame time, camcﬁly defired his,
_.acqumzl : vt pren b IR A
It was s not the leaﬁ extraordmary cu'cum-
frarice attendmg, that the father ﬂlould as
.ence be profecutor againft, gnd. counfel fos the
pnfoner, and a-y4ft concourfe of geople toak
their places Qarlx 19 be.fpotators. of a fccne,z ’
“at

[ 2
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at once fo folemn and fo important. 'Theo-.
dore, drefled in deep mourning, attended by
his three friends, entered the court, and, after
bowing to the audience, was indulged with a
feat, his enfeebled ftate-of health not permit-
ting him to ftand. The portrait of his wife,
hung in black, depended from. his ‘neck. A
palenefs equal to.death fpread over his ema-
ciated checks, and his eye feemed not to ob-
ferve the paffling t.ranTa&non, but to contem-
plate forne miatter of fupericr n’nﬂonancé 3 it
. was however remarked, 'whert ﬁrs eye glaniced
upoh his father, ‘that a.univerfal tiehor thook
him, and that 'his Tips appcai’cd to’ tremble.
'The eafy di gmty*}e ciﬂ)lzycdm his behaviour,
thedeep’ rooted “forfow “which -thte ° famteﬁ
glance difcovered, excited an univerfal - maur-
mur of pity, and many an eye gliftened with
a tear that dxd honour to ’hmnau nafure i

S‘qulre ‘C}fphbﬁ whd feate‘d at a‘lxttle dif- -
Hrict Fdha ' the ‘Bar,” ‘ah “objedt, péfhaps, of

e«iual pity. Hiis fedlures Weré dlteritately fuf-
fuled
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fufed with the deepeft crimfon and a carnivo-
rous yellow. A gloomy frown hung perpe~
tually on his brow ; he feemed to labour under
difeafe, and a thoufand jarring feelings,

" which alternately elevated and deprefled him,

and which might be eafily miftaken for the
emotions of nature, though arifing from
wounded pride, and - tottering dominationy
Could any circumftance be more galling to a
man who was tretablingly alive to all the

" whifpers of pride, to find himfelf_cxpofed in

2 public court of juftice to all the ealumnies
his behaviour juftly ‘warranted, and: to that
univerfsl indignation, every moment cesdy te
be poured out ‘upon him, and which refpeé\

" for the Court alone heid in bounds.

An univerfal ftillnefs prevailing in the -
Court, the indi@ment was read,- ftating that

. 'Theodore Cyphoh, not having the fear of

God beforehis eyes, but being inftigated by
the devil, did, with intent to ki, inflit-on
the bady of His uncle, the Tate Lord D
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one mortal wound, beneath the left breéﬁ
with a pomard or dagger, of which mortal
wound the deseafed had died in the fpace of
fix hours—Guilty, or not guilty ?

Theodore was ftanding whilft the charge
was read, and inftantly, to the {urprize of all
prefent, pleaded gutlty. The Counfel then
arofe, and afking permiffion firft to fpeak, was .
allowed the indulgence.. ¢« My Lords,” faid
ke, “and’ you gentlemen of the jury, as I
poffels incontefiple proofs that the prifoner 4t
. the bar is nem eompas mentis, and of which this,
I think, is fufficient teftimony of itfelf, un-’
fupported by prior fadts, I entreat that he be
challenged again, and the trial allowed to- pro-
ceed in form.”

Toa rcqu‘éﬂ fo'reafonable the Judge bowed
affent, and the Recorder again demanded of
Theodore, Guilty, or not guilty?>—To which,
hereplied, ¢ Sinceitis a mattes of form where-
_ in truth is ndt expecled, I plead—Not gullyt
The
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The witnefles for sthe Crown vwere then
fworn, the fum ' of: whefe evidence tended to
prove that.iTheodgre. was a' madindn. ;i The

fortune-teller-was fuppafed to be him, from .
the circumftance of the clothes found in the

well, and the qffler’s coat,: and a pajr of fhoes
in, the lasge: drawing-,goom. _The painard,
which had been ffbuh&; b,y. a. coyntrymigny, was
produced in Court, where it, was proved ta
~ bave heen fold ta a fepller, though the perfon,
whén:now confronted ,with Fheodore, rould
not fwear to his perfon. The moft materialf
evidence was the perfons who had guard over
“Fheodoric, who both agrecd in fayipg, that,
inftantly as they heard-the ‘report of the pif-
tol, they burft inta. the room; and heard di~:
Riné&tly the words, Theodare, youhave killed your
uncle ; that they perceived g:ma@ withqut a
coat rufh out at the oppofite door, whom they
purfued, but could not overtake im the dask-
The.next witnefles were. the men who had
difcovered, Theo‘dore in the ruins, Who-ﬁatg&
that when. the qld woman was’ apprehended
. - for
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for a ‘witch, and iriterrogated. concerning
" Theodore, the had, to clear herfelf from the

Beft fufpicion, confeffed: that he had ‘owaned
. himfelf a¢ the murderer to her: - '

Thus the fa& was cfearly proved, thougle
“ivolved i the - myRety of “night, and no
doubt of the perpetrator could be entertained,
efpecially when the circunftances of his va-

* rious concealments.and difguifes were related,
which could: arife from no other motive tham
hemde]um IR '7 “._\..‘. )
'The evidende of - the €ro'wn Being cloﬁ.*d;
the -Countel ‘for the’prifoner, who was em-
ployed by *Squire Cyphon, arofe, and-before
he called up any witneffes, defired the’ mteh- ‘
tion of the Colrt. - s
e M);'Lérds, and you Gentlemen of the
Jury,” faid he, from fals fo plainly efta-
blithed, and fo incoritrovertibly proved, I
fhall not attempt to‘draw yotif attention ; but:
: ' as
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5.0 man who has not the ipawer of moral
agency can be guilty of 3 ¢rime,. ] venture to
pronounce that you will find your verdi& in

. favour of. the prifoner.. - It is Mx'inwmy

opiriion, a cafe {o clear as the prefesit aecursy
where; every fiadow. of doabt muft be' done
away, on an attentive.confideration of' falls,
to ‘which I beg leave tolead yous Cap e e

e -t )

.- e The'firft fymptorns of infanity particularly

I APRANREUINY I MV EVER AR

“noticed in the unhappy gentlethan hefore youy

wasin the midft-of fome private converfation
with- his. fathen, when) he Wwas. chfetved to
“vamble inhis words, and:étheswife give teflil _
moay bf-fimoe derarigetaentof inteHéd;which

 fhortly-became fo alariming, thiat, it! was . mer
. oeflary ke fhonld -he. confibed): thoughieven -

this meafure of commonfafety was not adopt=
od until: he had, in-the frenzy of paffion,,-

~ given his fathes. 2 blow.  Yes, Gertleguer,

incredible as it appears, - thas: father wiio -had

ever attended to his wants, and whom' grief

at Ris prefent fituation has brought down to
) the
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the vérge of exiftence—butiwho can anfiver

for the fallies of madnefs? )
. . «.Twicehe nearly efcaped from a tempoi
rary confinement in-an-upper roomd, .and be-
haved otherwife {0 oueragevufly, that it was
judged neceffary to fend him ‘to Mr: Y 4
private receptacle for -lunatics.  From that

Gentleman, (who is a man of chara@er in his
 profeflion) . 1 learn, that, notwithftanding
every care, he bebame fo-outrageous, that it
was:dangerous to.vifit him, and that he ‘once
faid violent hands on one of the affiftants, .bit
him: fcvorely in‘the arm, and threatened to
tear himi into.atoms, whigh was probably anty
prevented by. tiinely affiftance. “After this; by
an:effdrtsof indredible prowefs, -thuch beydnd
- the phyfical powers ‘of man, unaided by -fo-
seign agency, he broke. in pisces the chain
with-which he was ‘confined,- and made ‘his
jvaydhough otery’ obﬁacle. S IR
TUTERLN: (LPPE I S Shee

C oy . ’ R o .'X - “Th.
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© %¢ The malady, after this wonderful éﬂ'dr;,
appeared to decreafe, and rationality ¥aight
be faid to have again marked his a&tions. He
was recéived by his uncle Thompfon, -and af-
ter fome time reneived acquzinta\ricé with 2
curate who had once been his tutor, and by
him was drawn in to marry 6ne of his daugh-
ters, with whom it ls’fuppofed antecedent to
this period, he had had E:onne&ions. '
' B ST B :
* ¢ The unhappy fa"thcr,-' lathienting this'ruin
of his fon, on ‘'whom he had fixed his hopes,
and irritated at- the 'c{n;au'a' of the ‘curate,
who, taking advantzge of the' weaknefs of
thiis Ton, fednced’ hisa intb'd mak’mge witha
davghter, whdfe favonrs ‘were mot demedf!o
every one, comtiiénced #n -adtion aganft thé
curate on the ftatute of Clandeftine Mrriage!

I will not trefpals on your patience and feel<’

ings, by entering on a detail of every minutiz ;

for, preffed as I am by sbunfanice of ‘matter,

. my difficulty is not to fubflantiate prdofs, -but
~mut of fo many, ¢o fele& the moft firiking.

<6 My

!
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., “My Lords, I now come to that pars of
my: parsative which touches me with grief,
which I am fure muft affe@ every perfoh
prefent, and everr compaffion will attach it.
felf to,the unhappy ge'ntle;nan at the bar ; for
though. a perfon whofe intelle&@s are deranged
omay be incapable of a proper concatenation of
veafoning, yet their.feelings, when touched
~ in the point where they have affociated  ob-
Jje&s of pleafure, maybe as acutely wounded
3s thofc ofaman in his moft pnrfc& ftate..
. y
'{axd before had heeg by her father compelled
~ to; marry,; that. hey, dilgrace, might becosy
rsealed, waited only the deceafe of her parent
tefiy with her paramavr, and had the effcon-
Yery to, circulate 2 report, that the late Lord
D—- had by vnlqnqcanwd her away
" R TR % BT R
- v DO& not the.mind recoil at » falfahood
!b dreadful? Cam itibg fuppefdd: that 2 maa
of Fomuch hoaour, a: mapofk much knowg

generofity,

o Th= dauahtcr 9f dus urate, wpo Thave
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. generoﬁty, would even think of- dithenouring

the wife of his nephew. I think that a fim-

ple ftatement of the monftrous hypothefis’

muﬁ be a fufficient refutation. But mark its
fearful effets on the mind of the unfortunate
hufband. Once more was tottering reafoa
wholly overthrown, and he was again con-
_ figed, not by his father, but by the coufin

with whom he refided. At length, when °

natnre had exhaufted herfelf, and fome dawn-

Jing of reafon again appeared, he conceived -

the fatal refolytion of avenging the fancied
injury on hns uncle.

< In the mind of infanity there is ufually
but one leading and governingidea, on which

“perhaps every thought fhall be clear, and
_upfortunately this idea was murder in the ¢b-

je&t before us.  You already know he effeted
this purpofe, that he efcaped, and wandered

for many months in the woods, and other -
places ; durjng this time his altions were fo

very extraordinary, and fo far above human

~ Vor. I H efforY,

S
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«effort, that the fimple country people believed
he dealt with fome infernal agent, which is a
‘matter of fo much notoriety, that I believe
‘there are few prefent who cannot remember
fome of the ftories in circulation.

[ ' . ’ . ~ )

« In a ftate of delirium he was admitted
. 4 .

workhoufe, where, in one of his

into’
1ucid intervals, he difcovered kis former wife,
‘but a fhort tlme before fthe expired, in confe- .
quence of difeafe contracted in‘her illiéit con-
_mexions. ‘

¢ 'Were it neceffary, I have many witnefles
to-prove the fa&ts I have afferted, but 1 fhall
clofe thisftatement of particularsbyobferving,
that even the recent a&t of furrendering him-
felf to ‘juflice, -after having'fo carefully ‘fled
from its-purfuit, muft evince undeniably ‘the
irregularity of his mind.

“I would defire gentlemen to conlider,
what muﬁ be- the fufferings of his unhappy
father,
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|father, whofe brother has been deftroyed by his
" fon, and that fon the only heir to their illuf-
trious houle. Neceffitated, in order to gain
- poffeffion of his fon, to come- forward in the
*odious light of a profecutor of his own child,
what muft have been his feelings. Yet
_ 7o other mode of ation was left him, whilft
‘his fufferings were increafed by the refleGions
circulated againft bim by unthinking perfons.
‘His days have been fhortengd by-grief, his
- -conftitution undermvined by perpetual alarms,
for he knew motbut every fucceeding hour ‘
-might-bring account of his fon’s death; :and,
finally, what muft he fuffer in the event of
this day? , '
. *¢¢ Gentlemen of the Jury, with you it refts
no reftore to the father the folitary right of
fuperintending the wanderings of his fon.
Nor can you with fafety bring in a man
-guilty of murder, who had not at the time of
«he a& the eemmand of his reafon. As well
«might a man who was precipitated by fome
Ha., ~ foreign -
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foreign agency dawn a precipice, be deemed

sguilty of fuicide; for in the one cafe, as well
as the othtr, we know that could the will
thave be¢n exerted, a contrary ation would
have been chofea.

¢ But if the‘eltablifhed maxim of philofo-
phy be true, the extenfion dscarried to &
wider range. Whofo reafons wrong from

right principles; or right from wrong princi-

ples, isa madman* Now Theodore in tak-
ing upon himfelf the executive power of juf-
tice, (fuppofing Lord D— ‘to have beea
guilty) reafoned wrong from right principles,
becaufe the law fhould have been his avenger.
“Thus he is mathematically demonftrated not
2o bedn his true fenfes. Befides, it ought not
to be forgot, that whese juftice ds doubtful, or
«ven at equipoife, mercy ought to preponde-
eate the beam’; and recolle&, that by giving
wour wverdict on the fide of mercy, you will
-mot hegeafter fuffer any internal reproach,
 * Locke.

but
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But ln:!y reﬂc& with fatisfaQion to your lateft
hour, that you have faved a man. morally in-
nocent. .

¢ Remember alfo, that here the plea of pre-
vention does not occur, you are not going to-
Iet-loofe on mankind a robber, you are going:

\

to give to a father the cire of his fon, mifled .

By a derangement of intelle&, under circum-

ftances that require fecurity, and thus he wilk.

be as effectually prevented a repetition of am
a& which I fhudder to name, as though-your.
vesdi& brought him in guiky. .

«But he is not guilty. T repeat again, that
aman in his fituation cannet be guilty, He
does mot rank under thé clals of a dranken-
man, though the intoxigated perfon -may not’
in fa& be guilty of intentional crime,’ yet as-

prior to the committal, he voluntarily de—

prived himfelf of reafon; he knew, ormight:

have known, the confequences of partial in-
fanity, and . therefore becomes amenable for-

' H.3 evc;‘g
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every crime he may commit under that in-
fluence. But here the infanity arifes from the
vifitation of God. The will is not at alt
confulted, and I affert no man can be’ guilty
of any crime, where he had.not power to will
the contrary. I beg leave now to turn you
to thofé witnefles who will fupport the facls
1 have ftated, and I fit’down confident you
will give your verdi® as reafon, juftice,
mercy, and humanity diates.”

- As feveral witnefles appeared in couft to
confirm by their evidence the affertions of the
counfel, one of the jurymen came forward
* and'faid « That they were perfely fatified
with the ftatement they had already heard,
and did not conceive any additional weight
was neceffary by accumulating evidence.”

He was interrupted by Theodore, who had
hitherto fat overwhelmeéd with variety of agi-
tations, tocountera& which all his powers of
refolution were exerted, and now wiping

. from
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from his eye the folitary tear which nature
had conjured up, he bowed refpeétfully, and
defired, before the jury gave in their verdié&t,

‘he might be permitted to fpeak.

Leave being given, and e\;er)" fpe&tator
ftilled by expectation, and fcarcely breathing

+ from anxiety, he preffed his right hand for a

moment on his breaft, as if to quiet the tumult-
within, and began in a voice elear, .yet fo-
lemn, and foftened by melancholy, whilft a-
faint blufh of timidity dyed his cheek.

« My Lords, and you Gentlemen of the
Jury,” faid he, « This day have I witnefled
the terrible weaknefs of human nature, and
the moral impoffibility ef praical juftice.

Man to decide with impartiality muft be’

created without paffion, he muft be omnifcient;
but whilft the light- of human reafon gleams.-
an us {o faintly, all we, have left is to catch

H 4 | P I have
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« 1 have fat Rill, I have endeavoured to
evercome the weaknefs of human nature, and
to triumph above reproach; but I have dif-
covered that agony yet can reach me. Yes,
my Lords, I find I am ftill 2 man, andthat
yet setadn too nice a Tenfe of feeling to let p;fs
unrefuted calumnies of the darkeft dye, of the
moft cruel and malignant nature. What do
1 fuffer, yto. bear in the face of fo many virm
tous females, the chara@er of one virtwons
“and chafte as any hese, traduced, and her re--

putation Blafted. ' Fos it is an etetfal -troth,
. as the able gentleman has already ftated, that
where the will does not participate, crime
cannot attach.

« Could the depths of infernal darknefs
have produced a train of more infatiate malice,,
than has blazed in this court—for, driven as I
am to place before you the chara@er of my
wife in its original luftre, I muft exhibit to-
the world a concatenation of circumftances

which

P -
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which will recoil on the heads of iny perfecu- -
tors, and blaft their names to eternity.”’

Here Theodore related the. outlines of his-
ftory in a manner fo- intereﬁmg, that evéry:
eye and every heart that wis uninfluenced by,
his father, . felt and accompnmed his fufferings-
with fighs and tcars A

«Thus” he went on, < has etheril purity:
been blatkened and polluted, thus have thé:
fufferings of the virtuous Eliza be¢n brought
to prove het ¢riminality, and thus power ex--
peGed to fweep all before ft as a mighty tor--
rent; but I'afk pardon for this deviation from
the dife® fubje& before us, for- though
I-had been deter;hined to be filent, to mect:
my fate unrefifting,. yct having been irri- -'
tated by fo mean an attack, F'muft in fpite of
myfelf heap fhame on that man who wOqu?.
- ftand forward here as the patron of virtié, .
' who has blazoned forth his pretended meérifs, .
Hs who
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who has, under the mafk of paternal care,

perfecuted me with a rancour, irrecencilable
to the common rules of nature.

" «T have ftooped to his power, I have fpurn~
ed at his vengeance, I have befought his com-
paffion, I have defied his malice; but only one
line of condu& has he preferved towards me,
which was to torture me with all the ills his
ftation allowed him to infli&, to deftroy for
ever every objeét of human love and affeQion;
and now, when my wife hés been violated and
murdered, 1 repeat it, murdered by thofe in-

' famous means,. when my fon has been con-
figned toa fetal grave, when I myfelf have
been hunted from one corner of the kingdom
to the other: he would again enclofe me,.
under pretence of infanity, in the abodes of '
groaning nature; that fo, fhut out from ob-
fervation, I.may languifh in fecret. But I

* am not a mania¢, my reafon isattive, and L

~ fwear by the Eternal Father of Being, that

’ the
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. the crime of which I this day ftand charged,

was an a&t of the cooleft deliberation and de-
fign. ‘

'

¢« Was it madnefs to travel into Ireland, to:

fink the traces of my perfon? Was it madnefs
to difguife myfelf, and gain.as I did an en-

trance into a houfe guarded with jealous

precaution? Was it madnefs to elude the pur-
fuits of juﬂlce, of parental vengeance, of
fnendﬂnp, and thirft of reward? and even

thofe ftories fo much infifted on, of fuperna- -

tural a&ion, muft evince the full vigour of
reafon, which could play upon the follies of
mankind.

- 4¢'Tistrue indeed that I have been aually

deranged, that my foul was ftabbed by the-

crime of that deteftable monﬂer Theodoric!
but that effervefcence had fubfided, and finding
the futility of law to reftore my wife her puri-
ty, to give my fon again to exiftence, and Mr.

H6 to

' Hanfon from the grave, I coolly determined-

RN
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tobe my own avenger, and level the ty:ént’ to*
his native fod.. '

¢« Tthas been faid he was'innocent,‘tha't aman~
of fo nruchy honour, ffmuck gemersfity, would:
not dithonour the wife of his nephew. But
where 'was honour, .where - was genereofity,.

_when the Hanfons were driven from their

homble fhed? When the young tman who
ftands there Was fold to the Edﬁ-tndla Com--
pany as a common foldier, drdgged as a flave
from the buring fands of Afnca, and con-

 figned to the markets of the Faft? And where,

1 demand, was confcions intiotence, when thig
Theodoric, unacquainted with my intentions,
ignorant - that I was even releafed from the
confinement of defiriumy, held in pay hen to
watch overand guard ‘hith—from what ? from
the haunts of an evit confcfence, or thie phian~
foins of ‘frénzy ? 16, but from’ the hands of
an’ m;ured hufﬁahd, from" th¢ arm of fecret
]u{hcc Te' ktfe'w hehad met’itéd He knew that

1o othet form coul‘d tOuéh—'hfm ﬂ'ke 4 tyrant

he
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He laughed at_juftice, and-at law), but what
precaution could protect him from the filent-
affaffin ? :

¢ Pérhaps it may be confidered an a& of
‘tnercy to give number to my days, but now it
4yyould be the greateft cruelty,”as well as an
outrage of thie law. Already I have been a-

Facrifice to unmerited confinement, the bar- - ~

barous commands of a father loaded me with-
chains, and gave me to the hands of men.
tnured to the greateft crimes. I was hurried
into this confinement to revenge an accidental.
blow ; for had I been infane, would not means-
of recovery have been firft reforted to? Would-
the tender and mourning father, fuch as mine-
j\és' beép:reprefenteq, have configned his only
fon to a dungeon, had he beén mad, without:
firft calling in the afliftance of the faculty ? But:
none of this was done,” and thofe proofs of my
Tuperior firength, were not the'efforts of in-
fanity, but the exei'ti(?hvs, of youth to regain
: T its
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its freedom, and fpurn at the iron hand of
p0wer.

¢ It has been faid that Mr. Hanfon feduted
me into marriage with- his daughter. No,
Sirs, Mr. Hanfon was a man of uprightnefs.
I'extorted from him his confent; circum-
ftances urged me to hazard the happinefs
of a man I loved; but he fell a facrifice to
the machinations of dignified villains, to awa&
which nullifies itfelf.

«The Honourable Counfel, whom I conceive
to have been impofed on by fpecious pretexts,
has ftated to you the hypothefis, that & man
.who reafons wrong from right princi'p]eé, isa
madman; he has told you ‘that this opens’ an
extenfive range,—wide and univerfal indeed
would be the influence of fuch a principle,
. there is not a crime beneath theheavens, but
would receive from it a fan&ion. The rob-
ber reafons wrong from right principles. His

principle is to fupply himfelf the comforts of
‘ life,

"

.
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life, but his reafoning is erraneous, when it '
leads him to force. - I myfelf fought retribu- .
- tion for a crime, for an injury nothing in
nature could repair; this was a right princi-
pie, but I reafoned wrang in taking to myfelf
private juftice, becaufe were that allowed,
fociety would be deftroyed, but this cannot
_ argue me infane. Minifters, merchants, thop-
ke:epers, and every individual member of
community, either reafon wrong from right
principles, -or right from wrong principles ;
thus if you condemn me on this dogma, yéu
pronounce the fentence of infanity on the
“whole race of man. Indeed a latitude may be
allowed, if we place ourfelves on the bafis of
veafon ; then we may be faid to be univerfally
mad—but if we confider the clath of various
paflions, the influence - of felf intereft, we
fhall find that thofe a&ions which mark uni-
verfal infanity, are only erroneous dedu&ions
from right principles. |

¢¢ Perhaps
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¢ Perhaps to entrcat you to diveft yop':feh?cs
of miftaken pity, would be to afk you to caft:
afide the feclings of huwan nature, for-where-
is the heart- which beats not at the deftruétion.
“of awoman, beautiful as the faireft daghter:
of Eve, who fits before you. Modeft as the
veftal virgin, and united to the man fhe loved: .
from the moment paflion had a pame. To.
fay fhe was undone is a phrafe unequal to the :
meaning. = Was there ever a crime of deeper-
malignity, of cooler cruelty, which has ful--
lied the annals of man, than the prefent be--
fore ;'od? Ye fathers, ye mothers, whqfe
nightly dreams are the welfare of your daugh--
ters, whafe daily delight is to mark their pro—
grefs' to blooming maturity, what would be:
your feelings at feeing the tendér objet of
every anxiety torn from your arms, blaffed ’
By vile contamination, thrown amongft the
loweft dregs of fociety? Would you retain
. the common.routine of reafon, to vifit in the -
hovel of indigent obfcurity this objet of your-
affeCtions,
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affe&tions, and fee her on the verge of exif-
tence, deformed by difeafe, broke down by
defpair? Ye brothers, ye fifters, what would

" be the refle&tions of your minds at fuch 2 deed ?
But above all, ye lovers; ye young men who
exift but in the well being of the maids ye
have chofen, what weuld ye endure to fee alt
this in the woman of your foul’s fele@ion?
To fee thofe features ye adored a prey to cor-
roding humours, to lee death already devour
the obje& of your love ? Yet all this have I
endured, all this have I fuffered, and I know:
that my crime will in your eyes become a vir-
tue, and ye will no longer accufe me of mad-.
wefs, in taking on myfelf the tafk of ven-.

geance.

1 have been hurried by my feelings bew
yond my intentions, my fpirits have fuffered:
uncommon agitation, and nature bids me {pare:
-reproaches on the man whofits before you.:
Not that the name of father can touch me,.
after all that I have fuffered from his hand ;;

but:
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but I obferve that paflion has already, fpent its
fury on him. I fee that tranquility has for
ever forfaken him, and that the rebut of all
his fchemes has perhaps pierced him as deeply
as the callofity of his feelings could fuffer.
My foul was formed to exercife the duties of -
afon. I fhould fondly have ferved him with
-filial affetion, had his pride allowed me a
trifling indulgence. What is it gives the .
boafted fuperiority to rank ? Is it the bubble of
a name, which like a globule of air glitters in
the eye, but is nothing? Is it poffeflion of
. wealth, or exaltation of intellect ? '

-

«¢ You Gentlemen of the Jury, I would re-
mind of }our duty. You have pledged yous-
felves to your country, and before the Princi-
pal of eternal truth, to give your verdi&t to
the beft of your judgment; without favour of
any. Now, if you are convinced that at the
time I ftabbed Theodoric I was infane, you
muft pronouce accordingly ; but if by my pre-,
fent ftatement. of fals, if by the clear and

fuccin&
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fircein account I have given you, if bymy .

folemn appeal, that I was cool and deliberate
in the a&, you are fatisfied I was not mad ;.
for paffion is not madnefs, thirft of revenge is
not madnefs, in both thefe cafes we retain the
power of willing, you muft pronounce me
guilty—you have no fubterfuge to give room

~ for what you may think mercy. You cannot

acquit yourfelves beforé God and the law, to
whom you are pledged, and however harfh
the fentence, you muft pronounce it."”

A univerfal murmer for fome time impeded
the progrefs of the court, fighs and fobs fpoke

 the feelings of the ladies, and even the ftern

hardnefs of man was feen te melt. Squire
Cyphon.ﬁnable to fand the looks and frowns
of the fpe&a;ors, retired through a general -
hifs, which the Judges in vain endeavoured to
fupprefs, by declaring it outraged the folem-
nity of the Court.

~ Shechem

1
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Shechem too much affe&ed to wait the fen-
tente of the Jury, retired attended by Edward,.
but Hanfon whofe feelings at the recapitula-

. tion of his fifter’s fufferings, had-been ftimu~
lated to a repetition of vows of revenge, wait-
ed with a deep frown. of determination on his:

_brow, and vengeance rankling in his heart.

The Judge, when the tumult fubfided, ad-
drefled the Jury ; he obferved <¢ that never had
he¢ witnefled a trial {o peculiar,. where the fa-
thier was at qnce profecutor and counfel, and'
the fon counfel againft himfelf, and againft
the father. -He lamented that the law pointed:
to fo dreadful a punithment, for a crime
which commonly taken was of the deepeft -
dye, but as it now came before them, had.
loft much of its criminality. As every doubt
of Theodore’s not being the perpetrator.of the
a&t was done away, their verdict folely hinged’
on the plea of infanity ; for his part he had no
doubt of the prifoner’s being in his right mind, .

‘ and:
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and confideting him 2 man whe had loft every
“welifh for exiftence, their feelings would be °

lefs wounded at doing their duty, if they con-

fidered it their duty to.condemnhim.” .

“The Jury then retiring, a. moft ,painful
fufpenfe held every perfon prefent Many
ladies no longer able. to fuftain it withdrew,
whilft others. entreated him to accept fome
trifles of fruit, part of which was alfo offered
to Hanfon, every one bemgwﬂlmg to beflow
fome mark of favour.

~  Inbetter than three quarters-of anhour the
- Jury returned ; a deep dejeCtion was marked
_ on their countenance; and after a moment’s
‘hefitation, the foreman in a voice that faul-
tered as he fpoke, pronounced Theodore
‘GUILTY of the death of Lord D—.

¢ Not guilty,. by heaven,” «cried feveral
woices from the gallery.—¢ Juftice, juftice,”
cned many others,  Where is the juftice of

hangmg
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hanging a man for revenging fo infamous an |
_ i:')jury.” “The whole place became a {cene of
sonfyfion, many of the female fex fainted
_away, an univerfal difcontent prevailed, fo
much indeed, that the judge feared fome a&t
of outrage to refcue the prifoner.

In the midft of this tumult Theodore again
arofe, he begged tobeheard, though he had no
right, and filence being -at length eftablﬁhed,
or interrupted by faiat murmeérs and under
fobs, he began by .tuming round to the

Jury. ’ .

«.Gentlemen,” faid he, < I return you~my
ﬁncq're thanks; you have eafed me of a grievous
burden, for to me exiftence washeconre of all
things moft painful. You have fhewd that
your love of juftice is fuperior to pity, and I
perccive the difficulty you have had to a& up
¢ the line of re&itude gs you ought  As to
‘you;, my friends, (bowing to the audience) I
wonder not at your feelingg, {it gives me »p‘iea-

' fure
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fure to fee that human nature yet can-diftin-
guith the language of truth from fophiftry,
and confcious that with you the- charatter of
Eliza is vindicated, my prefent fituation is far
from intolerable. ' May the leffon you havc
this day received influence your a&ions to fie
lateft moment of your exiftence. This fen-
tence you fo much depreciate, is to ‘me the _
tidings of peace, forT will confefs to you,
that gloomy ‘ideas of felf-deftruGtion have

.often obtruded themfelves, and if I have re-
fifted them, it was not owing to common place -
-argumems, *but merely from doubt. This is
-2 péinton which the moft ingenious of human
.reaforiings muft ever reft as fpeculation, and

I confidered it the part of wifdom not to run

’unnecéﬂ'ary hazard, where fo much depended

on the caft.” From thisuncertainty [ amnow
liberated, ‘I fhall efcape every future perfecu-

* tion, and fuffer the penalties of that law T
*have outraged. - I fincerely thank you all for

“your intereft in my welfare, and, recommend
to
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to wham it .may concern, to reftrain the
paflions.”

After this addrefs he was permisted to re-
turn to his dungeon, to which he was attendad
by Hanfon, who then left him, to communi-
_cate to his friends the fatal event. He found
that the evil tidings had already preceded him,
and the deepeft forrow fixed upon them, but
more efpecially the grief of Eve claimed his
attention. Inconfolable by thév{oicc and en-
dearments of her father,  fhe could with diffi-
culty be preferved from fainting, and whea
Hanfen entered, he found her fitting on the
fofa, Tupported on one fide by his weeping
fifter, on the other, by the forrowful Jew.
“Their eyes alone communicated the language
of their minds, it being impoflible:to give ut-
terance to common expreflions of grief. Han-
fon ventured in filence to take the ‘hand of
Eve and prefsit to hislips, but fhe withdrew
it in hafte, and ina xhanpcr that filled him
with difmay.

He

[N
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He caft his eyes upon his fifters, who were
overwhelmed in tears, he was hurt at the be-
haviour of Eve, which wounded his feelings,
and giving loofe to variety of paflions which
at once fluthed upon him, he determined no
longer to delay his intended interview wi_tl;

“ Squire Cyphon, whom he had vowed to bring
to a fevere account, and now haftened to put
bis proje¢t in execution,

@ Vor. III.  + 1 ~ CHAP.
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CHAP. VIIL

Tet darknefs overfhadow it. Yea, let the clouds
of night enwrdp it, and-nature tremble.

THE gloomy frown which fuddénly over-
«alt the brow of Hanfon as he haftened from

‘the room, raifed fufpicion in the mind of

" ¥dward, and terrified Eve. ¢ I am wrong,”
faid fhe, “in receiving him fo.'. O:my friend,
if youknew the agitatioh of my mind, you
would not wonder at my inconfiftence. 1

"fcarcely know what 1 do. - But run, 1 beg,
odear Edward—prevent if poffible any mif-

<hief between Hanfon and-Cyphon, for d very
anuch fufpe&, from fome hints I have heard

:and the prefent manner of his behaviour, that

a.purpofe.oé revenge has hurried him away.”.
. S ,

Blward
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Edward was “of -the fame qpmian, though
s}l his apprehenﬁons turned on the fdfety of
Hanfon, who e feated might full by the

Cfreachery of his adberfary; he “therefore
" ‘haftened ont, hot fo miuch with-intention to
sprevent the rengounter, ‘if he found fuch the

purpofe of his friend, -as ;providing agam&
imfzar advantages.

« The teéial Wl continued @11 late T the

evening, fo that it was now perfellly dark,
%nvolving ‘Eve in a flate of fearful fufpenfe,

which every moment increaled. The bene~
volent Jow, whilft Kis own feelings were fe
‘verely wounded, endeavoured to pour, hope.
into the bofom of lis afffiCted 'daughter, but

‘he found the ‘inefficacy of ‘words, when grief

spreys upoii the mind, ‘and perhaps he did not
‘advancetils expeftations of future good, with
‘that confidetice which could gain attention
from one labouging underimmediate and fuf-
pended evil, : o
' T2 The

-
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- The mind of Eve was divided and dif-
tracted, fhe felt agreat degree of attachment
o Hanfon but’ thé company of the broken
{pirited Théodore had revivid. in her thofe
ideas, which ever occur af_ fight.of the ‘obj\é&
of a firlt paflion. Moralifts may define, and
fnétapﬁyﬁciahs may deduce, but human na-
ture will il retain its principles, in fpite of

- every fine drawn theory. It is therefore pof-
{ible the affe€tions may fufpend between two
objects, it is therefore not unnatural that Eve;
at fight of Theodore, and though attached to
Hanfon, fhould find much of her former af-
feQtions return, and hefitate to refalve. -

Ttcannot be faid that fhe was influenced
by the moft diftant hope of union; fhe beheld
Theodore on the brink of an ignomjnious
grave, to him therefore fhe could be only tied
By the indeferibable fafcination of love; a
fentiment of delicacy alfo had fome influence.
She fancied accepting the addreffes of Hanfon,

' ~ under -
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. under fo peculiar a fitoation, would appear
like a determination to have fome one, -afid in
fa&k fhe'could not refolve to take one man for
. her hufbarid, whilft fhe was confcious of 2
partiality for another, ‘though tha't. other
fhould be even mouldering in the grave. -

~ Animated by tl'xfsv fentiment, fhe had ab-
ruptly withdrawn her hand from Hanfon, and
as inftantly repented when fhe obferved the
changein his countenance. He had not de-'
ferved this capricious behaviour, fhe was con-
feious of having allowed lim to hope; flre faw-
that he loved her, and fhe fickened at:a fitua-:
tion' fo ftrangely embarrafive.. But now, as:
the hours paffedaway without the return of’
the friends, fhe began to reproach herfelf withn
having hurried him' to fome a& of violencey
that might perhaps have' been wholly pre-. -
vented, had:fhe not by her inconfiftent beha-.
viour irritated that anger, but too much en-
" kindled before. Her father would have-per-
fuaded her to retire to reft, but her mind wass
- I3 . too
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too mych agitated; -and every hoyr féemed!
lengthened beyond. its accuftomed duration..
Two o'¢clock had already been ftruck by a
" neighbouring church clock, but neither figns
mor founds of their approach drew nigh,.
and fhe conld no longer refrain expreffing the
axtent of her fears. ‘

- Shechew: ehdeavoured- to reafon with hes
* apprehenfions, by reprefenting the probability.
of their having ‘gone to Theodore,. to pafs:
wah him as much time s hié fegtence wouldl .
allow, . ¢¢ Foz if” faid he, ¢ Hanfon bad e
tertained:thofe defigns thou apprehendéft,’ this.
is.not the time, ncither do I think Cyphon:
would. be. pnfevaile'd‘ on by any. ihﬁigaﬁéh tos
hazard’ his life; let. us not: then. wreft into.

evil whit ‘perhaps isonly a common over~

" fight, and at any rhte thers.is Edward'to pre-.
vent treachery. 'But tell me, my darling,;
(went he on, for he was defirous to engage -
ber attention in converfation) am not I right.
n congn&uxc, when k fupgofg thee .to have;

S uansferredi

\ \
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pransferred to Hanfon thofe affeGions-which:

once were Theodore’s.’”

« Alas!” replied: the,  where is the fig=
nification of my affections ? “Theodore is con=
demned, and H'anfon, for ought I know, is
by this time murdere

¢ You raife up,” faid the Jew, ¢ images.
of terror, that only exift in fancy; this late
hour, the -folemn fillnefs of the night, and’
the train of misfortunes we have witnefled,.

is fufficient indeed to excite ideas of melan-

eholy, but ket us ¢aaft that np new a.ocadent.
hath happemd i

The clattenn-g of horfes feet now iirter:-

“yupted: them, and” excited. their attention,.
but paffing by they felt- the full force of

v

the difappointment, tears ftarted. from. the:"

‘eyes of Eve, who half overcome by drowfi--

nefs, which bent down her eyelids, refted her-

- La head
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head upon the edge of the table, fmkmg into
a kind of reverie.

Shechem pleafed to fee that nature in fome
meafure exerted her “influence, arofe and
.opening the window, leaned out to look for
the return of Hanfon and Edward. - He had
no belief in their fuppofed vifit to Theodore.
Edward having left them exprefsly to bring
news of Hanfon. ‘The number of hours al-
ready elapfed infpired in him fearful forbod-
" ings that fome accident muft have happened
-0 one or both. Three and four o’clock had
.ftruck, but no perfon appgared, and Shechem
found himfelf completely miferable; he had
remained at the window, that he might not
interrupt the flumber of his daughter, the
candle was burnt down to the focket, and a
fireak of morning dawned at a diftance. What,
thought he, is man in this life of perpetual
care, what an infignificant miferable being; -
whatwith his aQual ills, retrofpeions of paft,

a . snd
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and anticipations of future; he feems deftined:
t6 a circumvolution of {uffering..’

* At this moment lie perceived’a man walking
haftily down the town ; lie was unable to dif—
tinguith.exaGly. who it was by the. light,.
though he believed it to be Edward. He
beckoned to.Shechem, who haftened with.as
little noife as poffible to admit him, : prefaging
fome accident from his returning alone.. -

, Thahoufq they occupied had been hired for-
their ufe, .fo that Shechem condutted hiny.

* into the parlour, and had he beena man un-

accuftonied to the fudden emergencies of. for-
tune; He.would have been unable: to ftand the-
fhock of his appearance ; but Shechem, though
he could feel the moft trivial of human:
diftreffes; - poffefled *a:foul which was'calm.

. amidft: the. wideft: devaftation, and colle&ed R

amidft univerfal deftru@ion.
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" He perceived: thiat the cloaths of Edwied
were' ftained’ with Blood; that he had loft his
Hat, and that a handkerchief was bound round:
Ris foreheads He WadSlfo I his handia naked:
fword; and'appearod'exhau@ted with fatigue 3
neverthelefs, the defcéndant of Absaham com--
manding his feclings, enquired what was be--

“eome of Haufon, and how hic eame in fach a:
eondition - e

" « 1 have fcarcely,” he replied, ¢ two-

minutes to fay, what can bagdly Be repeated!

in two hours—¥Hanfon is defperately wound.-

ed, and is now at the Red Dryagon on’
road. I muft, if poffible, feo my wife for 2

mmute, and;yet iknte ﬁ:ock hu- by‘n
- C(md! s

¢

- Wﬁy fhould you fee he: ” faid Shcchem,f
# VYou had bettes setire to your chamber, and
let me fend for a furgeon”

. : @1 believe,”
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« I believe,” he replied, <1 amin no dan--
gerfrom thefe Feratches, but I muft quit the -
Eingd‘om, as ' kave killed the keeper of the
madhoufe in-a-duel, and 1 wifh to reconcile:
Bophia to fotlow me.” ‘

. & Avend; U beg,” faid’ Shiechem; fup-

‘prefling his furprize, * this is indeed an*

emergency of moment, and will be too mach "
for ‘yeu‘rwife, .who hag not long. been laid
dgown. " Lty fIf wilt endeavour to’ foften it-
to her, and if it i¢ poflible, .make the moft of
your time in- ﬂymg 16 France, ‘from whence:
you may, wnte, md fhe can then follow you-

in fafety.”

s this adviee appeated meft rational, Ed. - .

 ward haftily changed s cloaths; and accept-

ing ‘of Shechem a fufficient fupply to defray
¥is expences, in léfs than half an hour quitted
+he town, ]eavmg a fhort'note for his wife.
Thls fudden tranfaition over, Shechem ftood

16 . for
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for-fome. thinutes as ‘much .confounded as- if
he had.feen.an apparition; fo many claims.
now crouded to .his attention; that he knew '
not to which firt to attend. Hefaw the ne-
eeflity of haﬂemng to Hanfon, but hgw.could
he break ‘the matter to his daughter, and to-
Sophia, yet this muft inftantly be dene, .and:
with a heavy heart he afcended the ftairs. .

Eve bad juft ftarted from the: interrupted .
doze, intq.which fhe had fallen, and was rifing

* with terrar to.enquire after. her father .when

" he.entered. the room. He advanced, and took
hey hand,, then ftopped,_unable.to fay what he
knew would fo greatly diftrefs her.-.

have fomethjng bad to tell me, but I hada

| dream that has compofed me.to fuffer all the

infliGions of .Providence. I:will. learn ne
more to repine, and -receive with fartitude '
whatever is prepared me.”

Then,”
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- +¢Then” cried Shechem, ¢Xkiffing her, thiou
art my-daughter,. and the blefling of the God
of Abraham, Ifaac, and A]acob, reft upon.

thee. Prepare for yet anether trialy and abide: _

the event.in patient refignation.”

She was f;lent,i and*he went on to inféorm
her all he had heard,’ commending to her care
the difcovery.to Sophia and :her fifter,- whilft
ke proceeded to Hanfon, whofe fituation' he-
.éncouraged her to hope was not. much worfe.
than that.of Edward..

s I?will conféfs,” faid fhe, fpeaking through
- the tears, which in defiance of her boafted .
ﬂrength gufhed from her eyes, ¢that I'am.
more {atisfied,with certainty than fufpenfe, as.
I had every thing to fear-from a_chara@ei fo
.favage as Squise Cyphon’s. You know not
-the difmal images that haunted my fancy, and ‘

. yaade me miferable indeed.” I feel that now I. -

lave:more than ordmary courage- arifing -to .
combat .
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combat thi mew diftrefs, and furely: fome pocs~
tibn of Theodore’s fpirit refls upen me.”

. Shechem fmiled'at this enthufiafin: of exw-
preflion, . and glad to fee that in the moment:
of trial; energy had taken place of feminine:
weaknefs, he agein faluted ler; then hobbled!
from the houf¢ to the inn,. whese hie hired 8:
chaife, , to convey: bin 1o the Red Diagon..

When Edward bad fillied .out- after his:
friend, he haftened inftantly-to the inn where
he knew Squire Cyphon had ‘pui up, wifely-
coafidering that she moft. obvious peint of
‘Hanfon’s tntention. He learnt. on enquity;
that Cyphen was alseady gone, . and” whilt.
ke was ordeting ~fome wine from the
Moftefs, with intent to watch the arrival of’
kis friend, Ffanfon entered with a ftern fevo--
city -on ‘his coumtemance, fuficiently indica- -
tive of the defperation. of his purpofe.
ftarted. back aivﬁghtvof Edward, and wgs .

- haftening away, but the latte'r'fouquing took
: ‘ him
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Nim by the arm;. eaﬁly rcﬂra;ﬁing thq ﬂ.zghtc&i .

 efforts he made to efcape. -
* We. were all alammed,” faid: Edward;,

#5:at your abrupt departvre.. What. purpofe.

odn bring you:te this place, when we fo much:

require your prefence tofiifkai us undér. the:
pyil of Tlicddore’s condemnation.”

« Leave me; I conjure yon,”' riéd'Hana-‘ ;
fon, < my wrgofexaﬁx:d, ad is thcvom‘
of honour.” :

4 J'underftand;"” replied Edwird; < Fknow.
you have intentien to call Cyphon to accopnt; .
but this is neither e time nor.the. place. .
Befides, how on the e 6 Theodere’s.doead--
ful fate, can you think of putting your-defign.
in execution. How much will it embitter

" his laft moments, to know that erther his
father-ox bis brother have fuffered by the hand
efﬂnmhet. Belades, how can yoo leave

’ Eve
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Eve on the tortures of fufpenfe, -fuch as'your-
abfence muft.give her..” - e
-« My abfencé!"'gﬁéd he; peevifhly, ¢ "Tis
- a pleafure, Iam hateful to her'fight; I know
fhe defpifes me; and I care not what may be
the iffue of this duel. T:will by heaven and
earth, I will attempt to avenge the wrongs of
my father, my mother, my fifter, and my
friend. ‘Their united voice demands it of
me, and all the daftardly.arguments of cowards
_cannot wreft my purpofe.”

«“-You miftaké widely,”" replied Edward, .
" with emphafis, 1 offer no argument from
fear,: but is it reafon to put in .the power-of
chance a life fo valuable, and that againft a
villain,. who is unworthy honourable treat-
* ment.” )
! 4Tis very well,” replied Hanfon, ¢ thofe
asguments may be reafonable and philofophi-
: o caly,

N
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cal, butI am not the man to be trod on with-

out turning. If the law could give me reflitu-

tiop it were otherwife, but this is wholly out of
its confideration, and I fwear by the fpirit of
my father, his . deftroyer fhall not exult in

fafety. Return then, Edward, goto the com-

pany of women, and reconcile them to any

event by your cool maxims; but I have not

traverfed the burning fands of Arabia, and

. plundered with the furious and blood-thirfty

.robber of the'defert, to ftand a tame fpeQator

-when my friends and relations are fwept away -
before my eyes." .

This fpeech had its effe@ upon Edward,
he was indeed cooler.and more prudent tham
- Hanfon, but he, poffeffed courage and refolu-

' tion, and was befides fomewhat piqued at the
infinuations thrown qut. ¢ Since” {aid he,
“-$¢your purpaofe -is fixed, and as this is
not a-petty quarrel at a brothel or gaming-
‘houfe, but to fend punithment where common
. ' ' T modes.

)
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modes-cannot reach, command me to. the haff
- drop of my bloed.” - L

« Weell faid, my brave fellow!” cried:
H‘anfon, ¢ You are nowkvorthy to be my
companion in a caufe fo noble, and. now les
us inftantly fet about this glorious tafk.”

* Edward returned to the inn. to- make furs
ther enquiry into the rout Cyphoa had taken;.
" ‘whilt Hanfon haftened to a riding houle to.
procure horfes, having already provided pif-.
tols and a fward. Thefe latter accoutrements:
Edward found means to procure for himfelf,.
. and then haftened to the plate of rendezvous,.
€rom whence they. followed the track of theis
e}xemies. o )

. « Tt had beers fome time dark before they fot
out, fo that they-had no. affurance of over-
taking them, but in the fuppofition of their
ewn fafety, which would probably keep them.
R ] i

-
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i the high road, fo long as'it continued to~
wards Cyphon’s .refidence. The night was. -
extpemely dark, nota finghe ftar fhone throught
the mafls of clouds to'dire&t thém, but infpipe&
by the fpirit of valpﬁr,, they rode forward at
$ull fpeed, without attending to the road, In.
about gn. ‘hour they reached an -inn, whera
they had the fatisfaQion to learn that the
chaife. had changed' .horfes mot more than:
twenty minuted béfore them. Not waiting
an inftant for further esquiry, they fpurred
* forwaird, often fancying they conld diflinguifhi
the rattling of a carsiage at a diftance, which
" ferved tc encreafe their ardour.

Theyimow cime to a part of the road which
dividing involved them in doubt, the one:ap-
~ peating to be the main ropd by jts breadth,
but branching away in an oppofite direCtion. -
to that of Cyphon's aligde ; the other was 3.
dark lane, \overbung with oaks and elms,.
whofe branches inteswove, repdefed the gloops.
wore impervious.. ‘ ’

RN “m
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«'The villain,” cried Hanfon, ¢ loves the
. regions of darknefs; we fhall therefore proba-
bly find him in 4. road,. difmal enough fora
condu&ion to Pandcmomum.

.On this fuppoﬁtiqn 'theyiturned down the
‘lane, into teafold darknefs, and owing to the
unevennefs of ' the turf. were often nearly
thrown from their: hdrfes. * One .advantage
they perceived in' the foftnefs of the road, it
preventing the clattering of their horfes found-
ing the alarm, though atithe fime time it alfo
funk the rattling of any carriage at a diftance.

AThey continued in this-gloomy lane, with-
eut.any addition of hepe, till:they arrived at a
ford of water of confidérable depth.” Whilft
they wére endéavouring. to- difcover the moft
paffable place;- they: could ditinguifte:on " the
dreeze which floated down the lane, the voiced
of feveral men, ‘and: Hanfon even fancied he

eould trace- Cyphon 4nd-the keeper.

e T

o Confidcratibng.
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Confiderations of -perfgnal faféty were in-
ftantly forgot, their horfes were plunged into
the fiream, and out of breath with  the exer-
tion of fwimming, were {purred forward by
the impetuofity of the riders. Imlefsthan three
minutes they came up to a c:;rriage, which *
might have efcaped in the dark, but for the
voices of the perfons around it Their num-
bers were not taken.into-confideration. - Han-
fon mdc‘ up to;the door to examine who were
there, whxl& -Edward prevented the driver
proceedmg
¢ Here, het‘e,” cried a perfon, Hanfon in<
ftantly knew to be his enemy: ... Take, my
* purfg, and all that, and let us go on, for hea-
ven’s fake,” -

¢ No, no,” replied Hanfon.in fury, Vil
lain, ‘1 know you. I am' no robber; , You
are the vile pl,undere;-, the legalized deftroyer.
1 am Hanfon. - I am the.man whom you fold
for.a flave, whom you fent to fight the battles '

S of
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of injutice—whofe father ycm &eﬁroyed.-.
- whofe fifter you po!luted—Do you- know me
row: *T'am come to demand the retribution
for your. ctirties. P’repare then Tn&antly 1
give you the ad:vantage of a man.”

" The 'keepef, Who was 2 'pafﬁona'tc brutitk
- fellow, at this addrefs, without  {peaking,
‘difcharged 2 piftdl through the camage win
-dow, but without mifchief, s aim’ bemg '
‘taken at guefs. * Meanwhile Cyphon called *
loudly, withcurfes and threats, on the driver to
proceed, who fpurred his horfe, and exercifed
his whip.' Edward, whowasnotte be trifled
- with, brrought Thim to the ground with a fevere
firoke on the hedd, an&hnﬁene& ‘up fo the
cartiage with a-piftol cocked, to revenge the
fire of the keeper, bat the Tervant who was
belﬁnd coming‘ up, and attempting to grapple
Edward, recerved the contentsin Mis ﬂ!ouldcr.

, Mh coo‘l* intrepiduy Edward wheeled
-tmmd to the oppofite fide of the carriages
N Hanfon
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¥arifon epened the door-where he ftood, vow-

ing if the coward foul of Cyphon durlt not

" give him the fansfaéhon of honourable terms,

3hc would fhoot l'nm ashe fat.

'Tfiis menace aroufed the dormant ferocity
of Cyphon, his imperious fpirlt inftantly
waught fire, and grafping at his arms, he
«ried out, “ Wretch that theu art, infignifi-

-«¢ant germ of a maggot,. ftén,d by, and tremble
at oy wrath. - Who art thow' that dar't lift

thy facrilegions Hand againft a defcendant of

fie Cyphons, thou who art unworthy to

Toreath the famie air?” '
A volley of corfes were vented on the part
of the keeper, whofe. notioms of honour
were favage Wolence. 'The laws of equality
were with Mim: the laws of folly, for
'he confidered that when ‘s han ftood Rilt. o
weceive the fite of bis adverfary, if hilled, he
#hould lofe kis turn; he therefore heftenod td
yrocuse himfolf the pricaity, at fhe ialtume
: when

© e
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when Cyphon defcended from the chaife, in
acceptance of the challenge of Hanfon, which
however his fears prompted, his fenfe of dig~
nity would not permit him to refufe. - The.
keeper threw open the door on his fide, and
with an imprecation fired at Edward. The
ball grazed along his forchead, and féeling
himfelf wounded as well as irritated by fo
treacherous’ a proceeding, he'inftantly fired,
then dafhing his piftol in an aim the flath had
given him, he leaped from his horfe, running
fword in hand to cut down the keeper.

This man who_had been familiar in a&ions
of blood, but did not expeét fo vigorous an
affault, darted at the fame inftant from the
carriage, armed with a broad fword, which

he ufed at random in the dark. .It ‘was im-

pofiible to attempt coo_ll} to parry a ‘thruft,
when it could not be. feen, and therefore Ed-
ward - firiking'in a floped  dire@ion with his
fword, to turn. afide.any blow that might be
coming, clofed with his adverfary, ‘and fhort-

i ening
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ening his point, ftabbed him twice into the'

dody, at which the keeper fell dowm wnh a

: groan and cxplred

In the mean time Hanfon and Cyphon had

~ taken the ground at random, and fired their

fitft {hot; without taking place, but:the mo-
nientary illumination difcovering their pofi-
tion, their fecond fire had an equal effé&t,
both being dangeroufly wounded.

¢¢ T have received your fire,” cried Hanfon,
“ but I 'am not fatisfied, The crimes you
have committed are not yet expiated, and I

. defy you to continue the combat till you either
" own yourfelf the blackeft monfter the ‘earth

fuffers on its groaning bofom, or till we both
fall” - -

< Worm!”' cried Cyphon, in chaler, ¢ In-
fignificant brat of a three-halfpenny curate, a
fellow. whom I turned out for rent: What

Vor.III. K walt
, - ‘

R
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waft thou? Did notI fend theo to fchool, 3nd
pay for thy education? but change has madg
you anupftart, andall that. Know, that ong
drop of the blood of the Cyphons, is more va-
luable than all that ever flowed in the dirty
veins of thy whole generation fince the days of
Adam, and yet thou dazef} defy me.”

¢¢ Miferable felf-¢reated being of xion;imq

_ portance,” replied Hanfoq, in 3 tone of the

‘deepeft contempt : ¢ of what value is thy

boafted birth, fince it only gave the power to
be. a villain ? Of what valye is thy exiftepce
to fna.nkigd, when o eye fhal} weep at thy
death? and of what value is thy mighty an-
eoftry, when the laft of thofe illuftrious per-
fonages fhall, the day afier to-mersow, be

. hanged like a dog, or common thief.” - -

"This reproach was too much for the keen
pride of Cyphon ; hurfting with rage he ¢ried
out to Hanfop to make ready, fwearing that

' . 4 he
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e would.fagsk bis e, whikla nerve. gare
bim firoogi to draw the triggar,

In this tempet they chasged and firad as
the fame tims, with the mof} inyeterite ani.
mofity, but both being again wounded, they -
funk upon the ground.

Edward, though cut in feveral places of

“his arm, now came up, and raifing his friend

" from the ground, fupporied him to his horfe,
which he mounted with extreme difficulty.

The fervants at the fame time bufying
themfelves, as well as their wounds would
" permit, in placing their mafter in the car-
riage, who vowed to profecute with all
the thunder of the law, the outrage he had
fuffered. - ‘

Faint with lofs of blood, Hanfon was
conduﬁed at an eafy pace to the Red Dragon,
KA ‘ Ka where
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‘where ie was ‘admitted to a bed, 4nd as any
delay might be fatal, Edward flightly bound
* wp his hand and arm, and mounting a frefh
orfe, haftenéd to fend a furgeon, and Rc-
quaint his friends with this event. '

[

CHAP.
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C N .
CHAP. IX.
When you have thought on this, then anfwer me,

" If thefe be hours of courthig? -
. OEDIPUI,

- san -

U \/ HEN Benfadi arrived at the Red Dra-
'gon, he found' a furgeon: ‘attending in the
room where Hanfon fay, who had: fuffered fo.
much from lofs of blood, that it was deemed:
dangérous to attempt extra@ing the balls, un-
till reft houtd in foriie degree have fitted him.
for cxemon.

«Jam fomethmg fatisfied,” fud he to the
Jew, that I have revenged my ipjuries omthe:
Jeead of the old tyrant. 1 fhall now be willing,
Lt dle "

T

| K3 " “How
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« How fo” demanded Shechem? ¢ Were
I in thy fituation I fhould defire to live.”

¢« This is not the time,” replied he, ¢ to
ftand on pun&lilio. I will candidly own
then, that I have Ibng foved your daughter,
but her paflion for Theodore prevents her
parfiality fr me. 1 'am hirt at her coldnefs.
- 1 fee' fie cannot return my affe@ion, and

without her 1 do not defire to live.” )

o] beheve ﬂlpll .mzye& th,mk fo afprcfent,”
:anfwered Shechem, ¢ and that thou loveft my
daughter by thy melancholy accents, ‘but doft
thou mot-know tiat even “if fhe could return
thy aﬂ'e&wn, thou art admfban? T

o No," replied Hanfon, ¢ T am not a chrif-
Yiin, unlefs being born in Chriftendérh don-
fhitutes me fuch. My religion is univerfal,
it embrirces all feéls, couiitries, and tongues.
"Tis the religion of reafon, and as to the vii-
rious modes of cxpre(ﬁon in England, Ican

"liften
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" 11ﬁen-wxﬁ1attennon to the national faith—

at Smyma and Jerufalem to the law of Mofes
+:in Arabia‘to that of Mahomet—and I do
ot fee why, becaufe F do not ihink exadly. ,
fike another, that ‘the a&'au's of life {htmld e
‘A‘etarded i : ‘ . '

" ‘Strechem fmiled. <« Well,” faid he, “tthis
s ‘my daughter’s Suﬁncfs, with her ‘you
wiult fetde it.” . :

" After fone tighe fie rmgeun eﬁm and
having prodiired éther affiftarice, &epropofed
Yo probe ‘the Wdtinds, “Wiitdh cperwlion the
Feéelings of the: Jew not. beirig. familiar With,
he retired to4 private raom to refleét, knd €
Prop up fallihg nzture by a ﬂlg'ht tefrethe
ment. ‘
o . . . ) .
* ‘Hanfon teing much exhauftedl by the tops
tures he underwent, was for a time relieved
by a reftorative cordial and*an opidte, being
thcn lefi to the prote&ion of the nurfe. In
K4 the

-
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the mean time Shechem walked in the gar,-‘v
-den, and liftened to the bells which proclaimed
to the glad peafants that it was Sunday. He
- fat down on a bank; and his benevolence was
gratified in beholding the gay fons and daugh-~
ters_of labour, with fun-burnt faces ang-
gaudy coloured drefles, haftening to~ the
churches, or to vifit fome lover or relation.
Yet, thought he, fome felf ftiled philofophers®,
men who know not the heat-and burden'of
the day, would deftroy this excellent inftitu-
tion, ‘becaufe it robs the nation of a’feventh
of its labour. Is man than become a flave?
Is the meal of the next hour only to be pro-
vided by the drudgery_of the' prefent? . This -
‘indeed is too generally the cafe, but let-us fee
the benefits arifing from this addition of na-
tional labour. Why then, the poor would
earn more, wouid be able to pay more taxes,
‘and a few might then ride in their coaches,
who now walk on foot, ’ .
# Some modern Refarmers who talk of Liberty.

It
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- Tt muﬁ be confeffed this was a Jewifh: res-
fle@tion, and diverted from fhriking .itfelf
farther ‘by the¢ arrival of a- chaife,, which:
brought.Eve,! and thé:fifers of Hanfany td the"
Red Dragon. : Siechem would have attempt+
ed to rally this vifit of his daughter, but he.
found that. this was not a time,. ‘and. that his:

- fpirits were far too: low... Hg received them:

with his wqgtéd-,fmilg..oggepfinefs,;. and. aty
tempted to chear the fears of Sophia,- who was
greatly afflited at the fudden departure of her:
hufband; and" would immediately. have * fol--

- lowed him, had fhe been-acquainted with his:

3
'(.'r.“,,

mute.. - ooon vy e i »l"‘
PN I PP ERN VI ’

¢ ‘So-pmny’ intecefts m‘srdﬂmaqded the at.-

_ tebtiomof Shecliem, . that he.knew-ngtiphich.

to attend:to.firft, for. however. his care. might
be requifed by, thofe axound him, his thoyghts-
returned to the unhappy Theodore,.immerfed
in the dungeons of condemnation; -and: left to
all thie mifery of - folitary safleQion,; with the
fpced:y profpe& df to-mprgow’s arrival; when:
K 5. he-
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e vipis dbomed to” indie ‘retributibn to ‘the
Yiws of hris Dduntry, akd phihge into the vor=-
‘tex of daik Gncertuinfy : A ph®urelike ‘thit
cotht mot fadl hifedding; 'tk dnind of the ‘Jow g
Be fatw 1o dinger thur cefld avend com-
telittink co the careof his Hhirghiter aiid Haha
fon’s fiftérs, theéare of ‘thieir Wobtided bro=
ther 5 aiid he determifrdd to htftea ‘to Theo-
dire, -whole dpirits 'he 'iﬁeivm dtbop '
Wi féé!furg neglé&.c :

<" He Fmparedd o ‘ﬁ!én‘n His xhwhtnén, 'iné :
Befited that HIbtifa oishk wbt el difuibed, g4
his prefent weaknefs rendered any agication
extremely dangerous; but though Eve would
hhive becko e kfbperfun toretdrd his ore,The
feticouRitnot Forbtdn 'dftcr ‘Hep: fathertsidos
jririute, frealingn it to fhefidk 'rbom, to
donvrifice ekt Fromm uﬂw'mwhfof the trod
: ﬁdlé'ﬂfﬁhep\dﬁﬂt PRSI
Aanngolaos 2 > ch o Tk
%ﬁemammﬂmmed hat > e Vo £lléi3 -

. ﬁﬁ'o'a doEe, whd ﬁﬂl’ﬂ!@ﬁtﬁ fenribned slong
¢ - Wlth
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~ with hitn. "She w:fely conﬂderctl that though
her entrance mlght not interrupt ¥is fleep, be-

* ing accompanied by his fifters might, the'there-
fore flipped away “ftom them, “and 'was ‘ad-
mitted by 'the nurfe, ‘who 'endeavdurc’d ln a
‘low voice to fatisfy her enquiries. o

*he entrance of Eve fiid not Bech Yo filent
%sto efcape the notice of‘Hanfon, “fwho firt-
‘€d at the moft-tiifling found, 4#d coming
‘tound he raiféd’his eyes o the obje&t he kﬁﬁ
'cXpe&ed to fee. :

“« Lieave 'inte,” BAd lic; mmy, samn
wme; too lovely Eve, to dic in peice, ﬁnCeI
‘am the csbje& of your h-m‘cd woolo
’ T
L Y hate you'” fad Bre, with ﬁmpﬁc:ty
¢ No, very farfmm’itﬂﬁnf S

v 4 How\*eried e, with n&'are' Tpirit than
. ‘l\e coid have béen fuppdfed topolle(s, “Ash
K6 I then
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1 then fo:blefled; am I then laved by the.
charming, theexcellent Eve?” . = |

"« did- not fay fo,” replied fhe, bluthing,
“ Is there no.medium between love. and ha-
fred.”

< "Frue,” faid -hey ““very true, I once
thought your friendfhip.alone could make, mg-
blefled, but Iam. glad that I.fhall foon be no
more,, fince your affe@ions ‘cannat receive a
warmer irﬁpreﬂion. Ah! lovely Eve, what
fhall I fay? For whilt I would endeavour.
to explain to you the fervour of. my love,..my-

ardent defires, I feel that I thall peshaps very
* thortly "be incapable. of aQion, and like-
Thieodore, leave this earth, unbleffed by the.
fociety of “the. woman,; pn- wham. my foul:
doated to dehg{m-—to;mxfexy S T
¢ A pifse}ike his, expreionsf fud from
e man, -who af, leat was equal in heart to

o1 Lo any
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any other; inflantly fixed the hefitating reafon:
of Eve; and giving way to the fudden ims
preffion it had made upon her, fhe burft inte

" tears, and. fat down on.a.chair befide the.
bed. .

«Live; Fbefeech you,” faid fhe; .inaveice:
fcarcely “audible for. tears, ¢ I'will not dife
guife to you my weaknefs. Yes, Hanfon,
you are:dedr. to me, but you know that.I
loved Theodore—you kiow: his virtues—youn
‘know his terrible fituation at this hour. Can
R then. give encouragement to love? Can I -
accept anether, whilftlte lies under fentence
of death?. Pity. me,, Hanfon,. judge of my
diftra@ted mind,, and fpare me. This. core
feffion ought to content you. Your refem-
blance.to Theodore:was the. firft. attra&ion
"« .you poflefled.: Live then,. but allow me
-time tojovercome; the agitation which diftraéls.

-

me. . B :

. . Excellent:
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« Excelient. girl,” teplied he, ¢ pardo
tie—ovétlock my felfithnefs—allow fne
Profpe® of ‘hope, -and 1 am econterited. ‘¥
will endeayour to 3ive, fince you with:it, wnd
truft my defires to your generofity.” '

‘Here the nurle intespofed, in regard to‘her
patient, and Eve willingly retived, for fie
felt fo fmuch confufion at the confeflion fhe
had ‘made, that the willed toretire to 2efle&,
and fatisfy heifelf that hcu&iohs Were eon-
fiftent with decoram.’

Shechem foand THheodste “firrh *and coi-
defted, though funk in the profoundeft me-
Jawcholy. He qualified a8 much as confiftency
-perimitted, the a@ion betvieen Hanfon and his
faitter, and would whetly have fapptefied it,
dhad any other excafle prefented o account for

*-fheir ibferide’ andinegb&, innot bldding hﬁ‘a
a laft ad;cu.

é¢ I have
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€1 have confidered,” ‘replicd Theodore,
¢-that-in the inoft enviable fituntidn, there'is
fittle for us-todefire talive; but when I look
into the'more humble Rations, T-fee: much
for us ta'defirc to.die. Thisnew tramfadtidn
his confirméd iy opinion, and T almoft pity
thofe whoin I fhatl leave behind me. I have .
in the meditatioms of thé night fun over the
&ate of man, from his moft favage exiftence,
to.what & bérinéd his rbfimed mode of civilized
dife, but I Find the vitw eghdlfy-dashs; dnd
that blodd and'vice are the coddubings of lie
piture. What is called ill life, is a life oF
toil ; and fhe envied flation of’ the rich and
the moble; 75 corttded by jealoufies, and de-
firgyed ' by ‘jarsing paffiqhs. " THe infatiate
Appetitd vf felf-dhiterdftis univierfilly predomd-
‘ndte} dndmdnirat as it is,- fech isthe ilt com-
firvdtioks of dris worhh, thatt it cannbt be fa-
sitficdin ori, withoitadvadcing on theifights
Df andthess -qven Natuxk: hexfelf, -in: all hex
varied degries.~of :-eiiftohes; - is “ishperfedh
One clafs is alone called into being by the de-
L fru@ion



ond THEODORE - CYRPRON..

frulion- of another.. -Man.thrives' on-the”
plunder of man, -4nd" one animal engorges
anothier.. ' The plants fpring vip; wither, and
die, “then ‘becoming manuré to.othets,:and
the. very . clemenis deftsoy and: produce each
'other. As ‘members’ then of 'this ‘univerfal
mafs of corruption,’ I know.noti whethcr itis
wxfdom tode.ﬁreto ht, or notitg.be., . .
L el RN L TR 18 o
“ You have plhngéd e, faid Shechem;
% into a:vaftlahyrinth of difquifition, - 'wheré
the light:of haman .intelle& i inadeqbate (o
‘llumine or to guide, and where every fpecilas -
, lation mutt lead. to the mazes of doubt. * I
cannotithen pronduncé with decifion; Jrat this
J can think, that if man is corifiged to ‘¢this
. terrene habitation,. if the limits. of his-exif:
tenec are no further ‘edtended than while he
gropesabouton the (urface of ‘the éarth, he is
of “all +animals’ the moft-milerable; and the-
tranfoendent gifty the mighty prerogative of:
deafon, isbut a mode of torment.” & L.l

$I'have,"”
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S « Ihave,""replie'd Theodore, ¢ i_n-ﬂtuations

where no human eye could penetrate, retired

“from lifeand from man. I have thutup my . °

- foul in the chambers of refleive reafon, and
given loofe to my doubts. I have even been
on the point of concluding with the materialeft, -
that all is the fruition of chance, and that the
foul and body are one and indivifible, and muft
f’etifh together. But when I remembered
that no effed can be produced without a caufe,
1 followed up the chain to the commencement
of -creation; and thus I faid, If there bs
no Creator, how ¢ame this harmony of parts,
for chance muft have produced confufion.
The attributes of matter are extenfion, gra;
vitation, and attraction, with thefe properties

_the various worlds muft have funk into. the
bottom (if I may fay fo) of the vacuum, and
by force of attra&ion been united in a mafs, '
How comes it then that they revolve in un.
ceafing and unvarying echpucs’ If chancc '
produced men, and apimals, and plants, whx
does not chance now produce them? Why da
. they.
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they not {pring up fpontaneoufly in our fields -
ind woods? There muft have been a firft of
¢ach, whence, when, and how were they
prodaced by chance? Thus I' beheld defign,
4nd Beheld aGod. ‘Again, fer the argument
was ﬁecious, that cur foul arid body was the
fame, Irefle€ted thatif ome, the vital fpirit
- tnuft fly off and decay, the fame as the body,
. &nd therefore in4 courfe of years not one par=
ticle fémain the fume ; thus the next moment
Y ‘Ribuld Be a different being, and the foul of
& year hence could ot be punithed fora crimé
eommitted by the foul of to day. Wrhat affd
muft becdme of memory, and how, if flways
thanging, how am I confcios of being the
fame? Yet 1 cdn trace back ‘my a&ions for
years, Iam confcious that I @m, aid have
been, and thercfore my foul is not the fanre
as'my body, but a purer fubftance, becaufd
Tike the body it does not'evaporate. ‘The me= '
taphyﬁcta‘ns of to-day tell us the foul is with-
sut parts Why don't they fay at once there
: !s no’ ﬂxch thing? for "tis the fame s faylng
that
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thatz. thing'can be, ‘amd. not be-at the fame
time 3 for whatever is riuft have parts, or exs
tenfion. We fee that the body cannot a&t
without the foul, fiom Wlience we may infer
that thefoul'can 2& withourthe body ; becaufs
#f it ‘aum A& 'within, may it not a& Without;
.. five ‘budy Being' there uctdr, and can add
mothing to the qualitics of fpivit,”

“1 no longer doubt,” replied Shecheny.
¢ I never did doubt of the being of a God, but
I Ltewnot Winrt to dibk 'when 1 faw 'the’
abothiriations daily-commmieiéd with fmpuitity,
When { fiw man-flaughter taught as a feience;
and the hame'of tie Moft High profaned, a8
fanQionihg the morder Of thofe Beings He
woulthave permitred fo live. 'Where, thought
i, was Providence, when Alekahder fldughs -
téred his thotfands? Where, when the gold-
thirfting Spaniards put the knife to thé throats
of millions of Mexicans 2nd Peruvians? and
where, but alas! my fidnd, iy foul fickens

-
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.at the pi&ure, and I will believe thcmmufl be -

a time of retribuuom

¢¢ Perhaps,” ~faid Theodore, ¢ the crimes
themfelves produce fufficient punifhment. A
wounded mind is 2 companion. that petmits

. no reft to the harrowed foul,  but follows
alike to the banquet and the pillow ; befides,

- is there a petty crime that brings not wnh it

- "'

- I know not whether my readers may také '
pleafure in attending-to the difcourfe of aduns -

geon,. -or to thofe deep reﬂe&xons the misfors
_unes and impending fate of Theoedore "ex-
- ¢ited. . Perhaps the -gayer fcenes of life may

pleafe them better, and feeking in themielves -

the truth of thofe pofitions, may:endeavour
to fhake off the dull confideration, and aim to
live, whilft to live is allowed. them..-

- Shechem rgturngd a&nfght to the ign, where

ke found Hanfon fomething better, and the.

ladies:

amam S
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ladies calméd into refignation, endeavoured
‘te {upport.themfelves under the event of fo-
morrow..;-Eve found it impoffible to fuftain
herfelf under. a laft farewell, her foul recoiled
with a chill thudder .from the thought of
embracing for the laft time, a foan whom fhe
 had loved, .and who.was to be torn from be-
€ore her, ard extended on a gibbet.

. . But fthoug‘g his two fifters underwent much
the fame fenfation, they  retained firmnefs
enough onte-more to.bid him adieu, and min-
gle their tears with his. * Shechem wifhed
them to remain behind, as well fraom his fear
of their inability to fupport fo great a_,ﬂxock',
as that theyv might fultsin . the fpirits. of his
daughter, but finding them-determined to g0,
‘e did not venture to-oppofe them. - -

An unufual folemnity feemed to them to
reign in the prifon, and as they advanced a
dampnefs crept over them.” The. grating

<~ ST bolts
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bolts fmote upan their hearts with térror, and
when they entered the cell they funk down,
overcome with. ficknefe and- fear.. . Some
water. was . provided to recover: them, and
Shechem, notwithflanding all his firmnefs;
was glad to. fwallow a few. {poonfids, . which
teftored to. him the power of utterance.” -.

s

This fcene was grievous to Theodore, who

. feemed reanimated with new firmaefs, in

place of -difinay, at. approaching diflalus
tion. He embraced . his fifters and Shechem.
¢« Why" faid he) ¢“.do’you lament at my hape
pincfs 2 either I am going to meet-Eliza, or
thisday. I ceafe for eyer .to be, dnd dblivion
will enfhroyd mie. - - Do not thien embitter this
wy day of triumph, but lgt me feeiyou refigns
ed and {miling, "that T'may recall:to. mind, thé
delight I experienced the firtt day I beheld you
in your fathe’s cattage - S

¢ Oh!” :cxied .the youngeﬁ;'.th'rowing her
arns about his neck, ¢ furely they will not
have
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have the barbarity to hang-fo amjable a man;

Isit not all3 dream? Am I really awake i ¢

. “True, wy:fifer,” faid Theodorg, and
now for the firft time s teas flasted in his.eye;
as-he prefled her to his bofom, and kiffed her
cheek, which though blopming, had pow
faded to a cojd white. € True,” faid ke,

“¢ this is all 3 dseam, and you wonld prevent
I my waking before you, to enjoy a more happy
:e.aluy. :

The dogr. Was - RO, opéned by the keepet,
and two men advanced with mplqments to
knock of his irons,

. “Who are thefe,” cried Sophia, ftarting .

. up with 2 look of wikdgefs, « Oh! my bro-
ther, what are they. going to do?d Sugely,

furely, they will not take you fsom us.  Take

me,” cried fhe, throwing heifelf before them,
, ¥ he is'not guilty, he is iadeed not guilty.”

The

P
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"The colour flufhed in the faces of the men,
for what heart could refitt the impreffipn of
compziﬁion, wher enforced by the voice of
beauty and grief. They flopped, they hefi-
tated, and agreed to wait yet half an hour.
This trivial refpite was quickly elapfed, and
they again entered, attended by a clergyman,
who endeavoured to exert the voice of reafon,.
to ftill the tumults of nature and paffion.

They were torn from lis embrace by vio-
lence, and as he quitted the cell, funk down
in a fainting fit, to which even Shechem had *
not ftrength to attend. That benevolent de-
fcendant of Abraham found himfelf fo thock
ed the moment he loft fight of Theodore in
the gloomy paffage of the prifon, that reflec- .
tion faded from him, and he caft himfelf on
the ground in a momentary fufpenfion of rea-
fon. He then arofe and made an effort to fol-
low Theodore, but he found his enfeebled
frame had :received & ftroke fo violent, that
- his ﬁrength refufed to fuftain him, and in a
gloomy

e~
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‘ gloomy kind of fort{mde he fat down, -gazing

on the two fifters, who remained infenfible,
petwithftanding the efforts of "the furgeon,

who inftantly attended.

. Inthe mean time the melahcholy proceffion, - -
attinded by valt crowds'of wesping {pedators,
advanced flowly to the place of execution.—
No fmile was vifible on any of their features,
and many quitted a fcene too mournful. for
their feelings. With a calm and fettled dig-
nity Theodare fuftained his fituation, he en-
deayoured to {mile upon the crowd, but again
his features relaxed to the folemnity they had
long acquired. - - .

"When they arrived at the platform, a dead

Flence prevéilgd, ' whilft Theodore pre-
nounced with thé Mnifter a thort prayer,
but this office finifhed, an univerfal found of
weeping was heard, and Theodore .contem-
piated for 2 moment tife many who pitied his -
fate. He advanced, by permiffion of the

Vou. III, L Sheriff

/
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"Sheriff, to the edge of the cart, and’ waving
his hand.to the people, they were hufhed iinto
filence. ¢ :Learn, my friends,” faid he,
¢ from this the obedience due to the laws.. It
is neceffary I thould thus fuffer for the outrage
I+have committed, :and let all mankind’ learn,
that when paffien ovércomes reafon, dcfolatxdn‘
il the confequence '

. -'Hc then remained ﬁlent; and taking from
'his hofom the piaure of Eliza, prefled it to
his lips, and afterwards gave it to the Mini-
fter. ¢ Now,” faid he, <“ I am ready, and
-tell my fathex, that with-my laft breath T for-
give the wrongs he has done me, as I confider.
them proceeding from erroncous reafoning,

and the unreftrained paffion of power.”

The knot was then fixed ;. ‘the -carf with-
érew, and the fufferings of Theodore ended.

A general groan burft from the Fpe&at_ors.

Murmurings of execration were mingled in
R the -
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the air with theinames of Theodoric and Cy-
phon ;; after-the nfhal time, the body was cutt
down, and delivered totheproxies of Shechem;
by whom it; was! aftetwards mtem'ed in thcr
. fame tomb wu.th Eliza.. - ‘

: coad DL o l.r"r .

wA meﬂ'enger immednately fet! out’ for: the
kabitation of Cyphon, who lay wounded, and®
@ prey: to all the. fuggeftions' of - difappointed”
ambitiems:. le. had employed all-his intereft
to procure a:refpite or-pardon; but never hav- -
_ Ingdéamooa oitige- 1o ary above him, delay
focceededtitfndelay, titiinterceflion became:
ineffestiial.. ‘Phe :¢ertain: ‘knowledge. of hist
fon’s tﬂl-tﬂ;i'ﬁ'iucﬂ‘—'hi,ﬁfr dike’asclap of thunderi
duer: thethead lof ' man commiting fome:a@?
of :ontrage ;atidthe laftdying fpeech and.con<.
feflion; which wasxried beneath his windows,-
fhook: suery nerve to anguifh.. He repenteds
" Having pudfued with fo-much madnefs. a {on;-
whafe firmnefsihe.admired, and witofe virtuess
bk could not but acknowledger “Buen pride:

ceqedieT - . loft: -
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loft much in his fight, as the faggeftion natus
nally prefented, that lind he liltened: to.-the
wilhes of his fon, he ‘might now have fuem
him happy, and.been bleflad with defcendants
to continue his name. . The' two eflates de.
volving on Theodore would have enfured
wealth and hosowr fufficient ; wheseas now?
Mis brother bad bean murdered, -himfelf fains
ed in fangninary crimes, sid his fon: axecut:&
Jy the bangs of sbo QOMNOR haumm.

SRV S EEeS |

Whm was now the homrofacmmulaml , )

dignity, where was now the bbaR.of. power i
he aloae, reduced by difeafe and corrofive jeas
loufy, reémained the fubje&k .ofidefpair, indd
foarting undet the anguith of 2 mutilated
frams. From refle@lons fo.gdlling t0 2 mamc
of his imperious paturt, he fruggled tofly 5
and finding that opiates were adminiftered td
refieve the acute pains of the body,.he-applied
- a larger doze:ta alleviate the more excrutintw
ing (uffexings of bismind. . @ -~ .o -

Perhaps,



- THEODORE CYPHOW. 211

Perhaps, on funixinng up his wmldly ac-
count of happinefs to come, he found the ba-
lance fo far againft him, that fpurning at the
+ hand of retributive Juftice, he refolved to quit
a ftate ‘now become infiipportablé.  Opium
furnithed the means, and clofed the eyes of a
mian: whefe :exiftence was a ‘curfei uponcthe
earth, and whofe death was confidered by the
' nenghbounng ‘poor, as a judgment for his
crimes, and a fibjeét of mablng, as a libee
nnm from flavery, - ' 1o b
. : DU S U BEY( A TORAIEINE S A

Thns eventoccaﬁoned foine ieu'toShechem
and the Hanfons, who expe@ed their brother
might' be catied fo’! aocduq, but from-this -
they wete relieved hr ;ho depofitions of -the
fexivents and the verdi& of the jary, who very
wikély-impisted Jt to Hifaniey; becaufe it ‘whb
inconfiftent with decency tp bury 4 gentierhan.
in g crafs-road, or mutilate the-body of a mas. -
fo we’althy"; and if any doubs might¥emaing
it was done away, by a felf-evxdem argument,‘
adeanced by the forcmanx

“«Wex
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¢ We all know;"’ faid:he,: ¢ that to bere--
fpeQted and honoured has been' the chief endy
and motive and defign of the life:and a&ions .
of the 'Squire. ' And fo, now Gentlemen;
dor’t 'we all know that he hanged his fon,. ra+
ther than lte fhould marry; and havé commecs
tion and:live with a woman. of: a: lows and 2
groveling bitth. Now this being clear, the
’Squire could.not be in his fenfes.and: right
mind,_ag we fay, or ;he. would mét:baye gons
to run the hazard of beingisved hancath the -
feet of. every fwine-driver and common beg-.
ga:finﬂe,pnﬂh;».’.’a’ N Y

¢ No-otie attempted:-to-dient from fo joft. are
sifervatian’;. andithe:peylot who had -thrawn
~kbeodoric’s. eftate int6..Chancéryy:to teftifyt
hisdoergw at the deéeeafe of his relatidn, bla~v
#oned his virtues. in marble;.and fucceeding -
ages will wonder at his charity, humanity, pa<
gental tendatnefs; abd exemplary pigty..s ¢ « 1
T PV L I R A VA
NI SRVIPIE o . 7

c"/l’ » . N . -

'
ey s
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- No-enquirg'had been madé‘into the ‘deceafe
of the keeper; whofe death” Had been found
accidental; s the fervaiits, not having the fear
of their mafter before_ their eyes, and having
the gold of Shechemin their pockets, made oath
that he was the firft to begin the .attack,
which was in fa&t the cafe, and that, owing
‘to the darknefs, it was 1mpoﬂible to dlﬁmgulfh

perfons.

Time had reftored to Hanfon his ftrength,
and taken from the grief of the ladies, whofe
thoughts again veered ‘to the enjoyments of

life. Eve had not yet confented to be the wife

of Hanfon, as the pleaded for a year to mourn
the fate of Theodore, confidering that pro-
priety demanded this attention. -

Edward, iavited by the little notice taken
of his late exploit, and trufting to the defe&t
of witnefles, who cauld not poffibly afcertain
his perfon in a night fo dark, ventured to re-
turn from France ; and Shechem, retiring to

the
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the Mmones, comtinued- to extort from . (hc

fpendthuft, to accumulage bond-to ‘bond,” and-
in defiance of every Chriftian examy’c, to be-.

" frow charity without' applaufe, and beneﬁt

mankmd in fecret,

. Let thofe who meurn ouy Héro's waywixd fatel,
" Learn to reftain with Reafon’s guiding pow' Tt
~ Irapulfive pafﬂon, left-repentance late '
Should give to mis’ry each fucceeding houts
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